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Weeks and weeks of preparation and then Christmas is over in a flash, isn’t it? Of course, as we
write this, the big event has even happened yet - oh, the joys of being Editors and having to
always exist a month in advance!

For the Pett & Pett Level News, January 2025 sees the welcome return of our monthly recipe
spot, Cucina di Angela. Angela has very kindly supplied us with a recipe for every month of the
year and it’s a pleasure to have her back on board. Also in this issue, we have wonderful
recollections from Paddy Gastrell of his family holidays in the 1950s down at Pevensey Bay. It’s
interesting to see how very similar it was to Pett & Pett Level in those days. Plus of course, we
have our regular contributors keeping you up to date with all that is going on locally.

The team here would just like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and peaceful
New Year and thank you as always, for continuing to support the magazine.

Donna and Loulsa

Gardening Club Notes December 2024

We ended the year with a very successful Christmas Party, thoroughly enjoyed by all - great
food (many thanks to Pauline Stapley and the rest of the contributors) and great company, a
real social occasion.

We have a varied programme arranged for the coming year, beginning on Tuesday January 14=
at 7.30 p.m. in the Catherine Holman Room at Pett Village Hall, with a visit from Miles
Hayward, of Miles’ Japanese Maples West Sussex, with a general talk about the care, cultivation
and propagation of Japanese Maples. He will be bringing along a selection of trees for sale as
well as ferns, which he also specialises in at his family-run nursery based in Storrington, West
Sussex.

The first meeting of the year is also Subscription Renewal time, the £10 fee for the year
remains unchanged. If you’ve been considering joining, but haven’t got round to it, you’ll be
most welcome! It only remains to wish everyone the best for the festive season and a very
Happy New Year.

June Harris

Coffee Morning and Community Library

Our next Coffee Morning will be on

Wednesday 8t January

Our Library is free to join, we have over 200 books which are
refreshed regularly.

Robert from East Sussex Hearing will be there for your NHS hearing
aid needs and batteries.

- The Jigsaw library has a large selection of puzzles to suit all
*' tastes.

From February our Coffee mornings will be held on the first Wednesday of the month as usual.
Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year. The Coffee Morning Team.

The New Beach Club, Pett Level
2024 Gigs and events

Saturday 18" January  7.30pm Paradise Duo

Friday 24" January  Burns Night with Martin Ray

Sun 26" January Amanda Simmonds, Motown, Soul and Rock & Pop
Sunday 9'" February  3.0pm Charlotte Hoy

Saturday 22" February 7.30pm Entertaining Mr Stone

Friday 28" February ~ Race Night

Saturday 8™ March 7.30pm Vexed

Sunday 23 March 3pm Helter Skelter




Residential Estate Agents
Rentals & Property Management

"Seven offices give your property
unrivalled exposure across 1066 Country

”

Hastings (01424) 442443
Bexhill-on-Sea (01424) 225588
Rye (01797) 224000
Battle (01424) 774440
Northiam (01797) 253555
Tenterden (01580) 762927
Lettings (01424) 446916
Management (01424) 430011

rushwittwilson.co.uk

The Property [ (179 @ Reloco't_ior)

\ Ombudsman Counfry

Your life story in a book!

Have you ever thought about writing a book about
your life
to share and enjoy with your family and friends?

I’m Katarina, a professional biographer with a
passion for real-life stories. Whether it’s about a
special romance, a job, travels abroad or bringing
up a family, | believe that everyone has an
interesting tale to tell.

I’ve worked with entertainers, entrepreneurs, ex-
services, professionals, parents and grandparents.
Most of my clients aren’t celebrities, they are men
and women who simply wish to leave behind a
personal record of their life - about their struggles
and achievements, loves and losses - to their
children, grandchildren and loved ones.

Writing a life story book can be an immensely
enjoyable activity, something to get stuck into
during the long winter months. It’s a perfect
opportunity to reflect on your life and craft a ; _ :
beautiful hardback book that family and friends will Katarina Wl{ l trfznsform your precious
treasure. Why not give it some thought and get in memories into a beautiful book.
touch for a no-obligation chat?

e W: lifestoryinabook.com
e E: katarina@lifestoryinabook.com
o T:07982 465351

Keep warm this winter with a warm home check

As we head into the colder months, we know many residents will be worrying about staying
warm at home. Rises in energy prices are a big concern, especially for those who already find it
hard to heat their home and are on a low income.

The Warm Home Check service provides free tips to stay warm and save money. It can also offer
emergency temporary heating, small home energy efficiency improvements, and access to any
available government grants!

If able, remember to check on older neighbours or relatives to ensure they are safe, warm and
well this winter.

If you, or someone you know, is concerned about staying warm this winter, find out more about
the Warm Home Check service. You can apply by visiting the Keep Warm and Well website,
texting WARM to 80011 or calling 0800 464 7307.

www.warmeastsussex.org. uk




Hastings & Rother Legal Services Ltd

Your local Estate Planning Practitioner & Funeral Planning Specialist
Regulated by the Society of Will Writers & Estate Planners

Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney, Trusts
Fixed Fee Estate Administration (Probate)
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans*
Lifetime Mortgage/Equity Release

All in the comfort of your own home

PEACE OF MIND.....that your wishes will be carried out

PROTECTION"........, for your family against rising funeral cost
AFFORDABILITY"....through a range of flexible payment options
FLEXIBILITY"......... that you can allocate your plan to someone else if necessary

Peter R Wallace FAIA, MCMI

“Glenthorne” Warren Road Fairlight TN35 4AN s Sue,
Tel: 01424 813346 o M &
Mob: 07484 116384 ‘3,/ V-

Email: handrlegalservices@gmail.com E

=
COASTEUARD
CAFE

&t 2027

COASTGUARD LANE,
FAIRLIGHT, TN35 4AB

01424 813 373

We are a community Café serving
simply the best coffee, tea, cakes and
scones and home-made food using
local suppliers and local staff.
With great views over the channel
and a beautiful ambience

Visit our website at: www.coastguardcafe.co.uk

Banter with Bonkers with Andy McConnell

As the wind howled outside and the rain lashed down, Andy McConnell was
creating a storm of his own with his aptly named ‘Banter with Bonkers’ talk
at the ARC AGM held at Pett Village Hall.

The audience braved the elements to be thoroughly entertained and amused %
by Andy’s anecdotes and his fast-paced presentation. This began with tales e
of his school days (hardly a model pupil) as he made us laugh with stories of

his pranks and misdemeanours. Following school, he was invited by a friend to head to the
United States where he was lucky enough to indulge his passions for both music and writing,
becoming a music journalist during the 1970s, covering rock music and travelling far and wide.

Eventually, an early love and knowledge of antiques instilled in him by his parents, led to a role
on the BBC’s Antiques Roadshow which, Andy informed us, was the BBC’s most popular show,
only topped in the ratings by ITV’s Coronation Street and Emmerdale. Andy became the
programme’s glass expert where his knowledge and quick fire wit made him a popular figure,
both with his fellow presenters and the audience. Andy told us how it was the human interest
stories rather than the monetary value of objects which made his heart sing. He was obviously
very touched by one gentleman who came on to the programme, who just wanted to talk about
his Dad through the item he’d brought along. He also recalled a young girl who had brought
along a small piece of glass which he valued at 50p but once again, it was the human interest
element which had remained with him.

Andy also spoke
with some
disappointment
about the way that
the programme is
changing and the
attitude of the
press and social
media to the
appointment of the
programme’s latest
presenter, Fiona
Bruce. It was very
obvious that the
team have a high
regard for each y / 3
other and the ; / ¢
knowledge they bring to the programme and really appreciated the human element which Fiona
introduced to the programme, wholeheartedly interacting with the visitors and audience.

The talk was followed by a lively question and answer session and finally Andy drew the raffle -
in his own inimitable style! The ARC Committee expressed their gratitude to Andy for such an
entertaining evening, which he very generously provided free of charge. Thanks also to all those
who purchased tickets and braved the elements.

Continued on page 11....



...Continued from page 9

The ARC AGM took place in the
Catherine Holman room, prior
to the talk. The accounts were
presented by ARC’s Treasurer
David Breakell, and approval of
_ these was then proposed and
seconded. The new Chair, Paul
Petley, informed members
about latest developments and
plans to raise funds to purchase
some fireproof cabinets for the
safe keeping of our more
precious documents and
artwork.

By becoming a Friend of the ARC for just £15 per person each year, it means we can get on with
the job in hand and not worry about the money it takes to keep us running. Please think about
setting up a Standing Order for next May 1= which is our annual renewal date. But also, if you
can, complete a form for this year's membership, we would be very grateful.
We can be contacted by:

e Calling in on us at the Methodist Chapel (we usually hang a sign on the gatepost to

announce that we are open!)

e Email us at: archiveresourcecentre@outlook.com

e Speak to someone on 07818 014610
Home for Life Commitment - you will never

be asked to leave if funds run out

A perfect
Superior care with not-for-profit values YO family gift

No obligation trial stay llfe Story

Aand O

Boilers & Plumbing Services

: 6 .
in a book For all plumbing
Share your unique life story with services from air source
your family & friends
e heat. pumps to tap

biographer repairs, boilers and
. Friendly, A .
Chat with us today ""‘:“Yl — heating system repairs
+ Short &long Gas safe registered
01424 232 396 book options ““ .

Westfield Lane, Westfield TN35 4SB Contact Katarina 07982 465351 Andy Goodsell
katarina@lifestoryinabook.com
lifestoryinabook.com 4 Rectory Park, Pett Rd, Pett

greensleeves
care

LIFE smmﬁw A BOOK 0 78 09 5 73 3 8 9
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Swedish Massage
Hot Stones T} ﬁem}ay
Reflexology
Daon Turner gy dian Head Massage
Traditional Usui Reiki

Home Visits and Gift Vouchers Available

1 Watermill Lane
Pett, East Sussex
TN35 4HZ
01424 812740 / 07901 591696
dawnannturner@jicloud.com
massagehastings.com

Registered member of the Federation of Holistic Therapists

BRAMLEY & TEAL
HOLIDAY COTTAGES

Join our fantastic collection
of properties in Kent & Sussex

Do you currently own a property in Kent or Sussex, with a view to venturing into the holiday letting business?
We've got a dedicated team ready to help you, and help make a success of your property!

www.bramleyandteal.co.uk

Partof the £ TRAVELCHAPTER
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Pett Parish Council Update

Although it would have been good to have received more responses to the survey relating to the
public conveniences at Pett Level, it is very clear from those who did respond that everyone
feels that there should be a public convenience in Pett Level. In addition, most are willing to
pay for this and, indeed, if necessary, to consider applying for a loan to purchase the present
toilets. However, the council has been informed that negotiations are ongoing with a third party
concerning siting a new toilet in a better situation, whilst the present site is made available to
the other party for housing development. This appears to be an ideal solution as there will not
be a cost to Pett electors, but there are many hoops to go through before this is even confirmed
as a possibility and it is unlikely to become a reality, if indeed it does, before 2026. In the mean
time, the parish council will try to ensure that the toilets are open for summer 2025. The
precept for the coming financial year has to be confirmed to the district council by the end of
January and is likely to be based on the parish council covering half, or even all, of the cost.

The council met in December and confirmed the above. It also appointed Alan Crouch as
Temporary Flood Warden in the place of Chris Saint, who has performed the role very
effectively for the last few years, achieving much, as | reported last month. Once again, the
thanks of the council and all others concerned go to Chris for his work. Anyone who is
interested in taking on the role of Flood Warden should contact the clerk, whose email is given
at the back of the magazine.

As noted last month, the council has requested speeding surveys at Pett Level, at the entry to
the village from the Winchelsea Beach direction and between the bend by the toilets and the
bottom of Chick Hill. However, because of the continuing road works at the junction of Pett
Level Road and Chick Hill, this will not happen until the New Year or until the works are
completed. Indeed, as | write, there is a notification that further works and road closures are
planned. In addition, there will be drainage works in Watermill Lane in January.

The council continues to review planning applications, but what the situation will be in the
future will depend on the government’s new planning policy framework, which is expected to
be published before Christmas. It has been suggested that local input to planning decisions will
have less influence than at present. Whether that affects parish councils remains to be seen.

As you may have noticed, the parish noticeboard at the village hall is becoming unusable as the
doors are very hard to open and close. The council is looking at alternative options for replacing
the noticeboard. It is probably worth noting that, although council agendas and minutes are
posted on this board and on the one at the recreation ground (and this will continue to be the
case, where possible), this is no longer a statutory requirement, whilst posting on the parish
website is a requirement.

There is again a proposal to remove the telephone box at Pett Level. However, as mobile
reception continues to be so poor there, this proposal will be resisted so that, when needed,
there will be a method of contacting the emergency services.

The council meets again in January and will finalise its budget and the precept for the year
2025/26, and, it is hoped, have a clear view of the situation regarding toilet opening.

Last month, | thanked all those who contribute to the well-being of the community. This month
| would like to thank the editors of this magazine, not only for producing such a high-quality
publication on a regular basis, but also for putting up with all the quirks and delays of
contributors, such as myself!

David Penfold, Chair, Pett Parish Council
13




Regularly Changing Guest

Ales

NEW Weekly and Monthly Social

BEACH Events
SRS . J

Regular Live Music

Q Free Wi-Fi

Bar & Kitchen on the Beach
Home of the New Beach Sea Angling Club

Pett Level, Hastings, TN35 4EH R

info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk New Members:

01424 812080 Individual: £27, Joint: £47
o - Existing Members:

www, thenewbeachclub.co.uk Individual: £25, Joint: £45

Facebook.com/ newbeachclub

Yoga for All with Robin

in Fairlight End Garden, Pett Village Hall, and Fairlight End
Studio, Pett

Enhance your fithess AND your sense of calm and wﬁw,ing in

beautiful surroundings *

Classes.will be held in Fairlight End Garden when weather allows, and
in Pett Village Hall and Fairlight End Studio when it doesn’t!

Classesiare Mondays 6-7.30 pwnd Thursdays 9.30-11 am. v

For more details or to book a place
 contact robm@roblg uﬂyogu co.uk or text 0744

‘on- hitps://www.robinhuttyoga.co.
Private and home fraining also undertaken
“

nternational Yoga Alliance Diploma and Premier Training International Diploma. 10 years' teaching experience.
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News from Pett Level Nature Reserve

Happy New year to all our supporters. Your support is greatly appreciated and helps to
maintain the beautiful area of Pett Level.

2024 a brief review

The year started off with Highland Cattle Lucille, Twinkle and Valentina occupying a small area
of the Nature Reserve and managing to gain an almost celebrity-like status in no time at all,
with visitors far and wide turning up to say hallo. They have long moved on to pastures new,
but we hope we may be able to persuade them to return at some time in the future. Our
attention then moved to the demolition and replacement of Middle Bridge. It was a big project
for the Trust to undertake which wouldn’t have been possible without the support, financial
and otherwise, of a local resident. Now it’s finished it looks very splendid and should last for a
long time to come. Toot Rock bridge is next on the list of structures that need attention but
with regard to this bridge, we are only replacing rotten girders. This work is financed by
donations from the residents of Toot Rock.

Nature Reserve management comprised monthly volunteer work parties throughout the
winter and early spring keeping invasive plants including blackthorn, giant hogweed and
Alexanders, at bay. The intention of this work is to increase the variety of habitats on the
nature reserve, and to provide a home for new species of plant and animal. One plant that did
turn up for the first time on the nature reserve and was a delight to see was common spotted
orchid. Overall, in the local area it was a good year for orchids - and indeed for lots of other
plant species. We counted 11 spikes of common orchid on the nature reserve, which was very
uplifting. Contractors mowed a large area of the reserve in the autumn, and for the first time
we are contemplating employing a spring cut in 2025. Bird and plant life was monitored
throughout the year but an area where we need to improve our recording is in respect of
invertebrates. Currently, we note ad hoc observations, but it would be great to have a more
systematic invertebrate survey. Any entomologists out there?

Zana Duthie, long time Trustee and past Chairman, resigned recently and Jo Mayne
also resigned. Thanks to Zana for all her hard work on behalf of PLPT over the years and to Jo
for her good work. | am pleased to report that we recruited new trustees Scott Callow, Cate
Cox, John Crace, and Caroline Turk. Welcome and thanks to these new voluntary Trustees and
to all our existing hardworking Trustees.

Reminders for your diary
The Annual Meeting will take place on Thursday 1= May at Pett Village Hall when Ollie Hunter
from Future Landscapes Trust will give a presentation on Nature Based Solutions and Large-
Scale Water Management.

Another of the very successful discos will take place on Saturday 22~ March at Pett
Village Hall. The funds raised from this are distributed amongst three local charities including
the PLPT. It’s a great evening and an excellent way to support local charities.

Also, we are planning the return of the very popular PLPT garden party. This will be
held at Marsham Farm sometime in July. More details to follow closer to the date.
Do put these events in your diary and we look forward to seeing you.

Supporting the PLPT

Thanks to all the Friends of PLPT. Please spread the word to your friends and neighbours. If you
have an interest in conservation and would like to help the Trust, please do get in touch. Our
volunteer work parties are on Sunday mornings and the next will be on Sunday 19 January from
10.00 -12.00.

For the latest news follow us on Instagram and Facebook or visit our web site

www.pettlevelpreservationtrust.org.uk
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Lyn provides friendly, expert,
and professional advice in your
own home for:

* Wills

* Lasting Powers of Attorney

* Probate assistance

01424 815203 / 07802 280 828
lyn@lyncookeassociates.com
Lyn Cooke Associates, Hedgerows,

72 Lower Waites Lane, Fairlight,
East Sussex, TN35 4DD

APS Legal & Associates is a member of the Institute of
Profes

Do You Require
A Little Extra Help...

Covering Rye and Surrounding Areas.

-:;. :-fo,‘" C o u n t ry Personal Care — Domestic Help — Transport

Overnight Care/24hr Care - Palliative Care

C a re rS Stay living at home, keeping your
independence
/—\_/ Tailor made to your needs

CareQuality P

Contact Us Today

Tel: 01797 223329 | Email: info@country-carers.co.uk

www.countrycarersltd.co.uk
Tilling Green Community Centre, Mason Road, Rye, East Sussex TN31 7BE

Available 24/7, 365 days a year
—
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Pett WI

By the time you read this Christmas, and possibly New Year celebrations will all be over. Such a
lot of work for such a short time. But | love the decorations and the presents and entertaining
so bring it on!

Our November meeting saw us entertained by Lorna Vahey. She and her family used to live in
Pett and her father and mother liked a lifestyle which is strange to most of us, taking as little
away from the earth as possible. They were self-sufficient, with no electricity, and water
obtained from a well. They were vegetarians but kept animals for eggs and milk and wool.
Lorna’s mother was a very talented actor, singer and poet. She spun the wool obtained from
their own flock and made clothes out of it. Judging by the samples which Lorna brought along,
they were very scratchy and alternative in design and fit. Laura said she always longed for a
Marks and Spencer wool jumper like the other children.

Lorna’s father was a talented artist and painted a self-portrait every day of his life. He was a
passionate pacifist, and we were able to read his statement he gave to the authorities when he
refused to fight in World War Two. He even built their slightly wonky house! It was a lively talk
and a fascinating insight a very different life.

After Prosecco came business and our Treasurer, Louisa told us that we had made more
payments to our chosen charities this year, namely The Grumpy Cook, Sailability in Rye and Rye
Food Bank. This was the money from another hugely successful Winter Fair which raised over
£1700 - A record!

Huge thanks go to everyone who helped in any way. It was another incredible Pett Wl team
event. Stall holders have already booked to be at our Spring Fair in 2025.

Donations are always needed for the Food Bank and during our last drop-off visit we were told
they are supporting about 150 people, including several large families. Collection points are in
Icklesham, Pett and Fairlight and the New Beach Club at Pett Level. Monetary donations are
always welcome. Details on their website.

We also welcomed two new co-opted members onto the committee, Elaine Baker and Bev
Eksteen. | do hope they enjoy joining us.

May | wish you all a Healthy and Happy New Year.

Sally Watson
President
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Extra Sockets
Complete Rewires
New Consumer Units
Fuseboards

Fault Finding

VVVVY

Free Quotations ¢ Fully Insured

Call Luke: 07821 325797

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN
TRAVIS ELECTRICAL

DOMESTIC /I\
INSTALLER

01424 814620 | 0771 5554694 | wv

nings-bramly.co.uk |

dovetailed to
your needs

Drawing rooms
Dining rooms

Beautlful
furniture

Bedrooms
Kitchens
Libraries

Studies

richar mly.co.uk
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Nature Notes

This month’s column comes to you from
halfway round the world, in Australia. The
nature in Australia is big and bold and the
pictured shield-bugs are no exception;
they are at least three times bigger than
the sort of shield-bugs that would be
found in Pett in the summer. (Not only is
there a time difference to the UK, but
there is a seasonal difference as well. We
are now approaching midsummer’s day
here.) Shield-bugs are part of a large
family of insects called the Hemiptera which is probably well below the radar for most people
compared to say, flies or beetles or even dragonflies. It includes a wide range of types of
insect from the tiny aphids through frog-hoppers and leaf-hoppers to plant bugs and shield-
bugs. The range of sizes goes from aphids all the way up to Cicadas.

Hemiptera, as those Greek scholars amongst you will know, means half-winged. That doesn’t
mean that they have half a wing but that each forewing is half hard like a beetle’s and half
membranous like a fly. The hindwings are membranous as in most other insects. | found the
pictured shield-bugs along with many others of the same species on a few bushes of the same
type at the Australian Botanic Gardens, somewhere
between the café and the visitor centre (Well, | am a
tourist after all.) | say the same species because the two
insects pictured are in fact the same species. The paler
one (left) is a nymph, the darker one (above), the adult.
(It decided to perch on my finger to give you a sense of
scale.) Shield-bugs undergo what is known as an
incomplete metamorphosis. Instead of the more familiar
butterfly sequence of egg, caterpillar, chrysalis then
adult butterfly, shield-bugs have the sequence egg,
nymph, then adult shield-bug. Whereas in the butterfly
metamorphosis, all the growth happens at the caterpillar
stage, the growth for the shield-bug is done during the
nymph stage. The nymph stage is by no means simple because, like the adults, the nymphs
have a hard exoskeleton. This restricts their growth, so they have to grow a new skin, then
shed the exoskeleton, expand themselves to stretch the skin while it’s soft, and then wait for
the new outer skeleton to harden. Each nymph will go through 5 or 6 of these sheddings (called
instars in the bug business) until at the final stage they emerge as an adult with a full set of
wings and genitalia.

The pictured insects go by the imaginative name of Bronze Orange Shield-bugs (Musgraveia
sulciventris) and is not unusual in the nymph being completely different in appearance to the
adult. In fact, there can often be a big difference between earlier and later instars.

| did mention cicadas briefly, and in Australia they grow them big - typically 2 and a half inches
(6 or 7 centimetres) from head to wing-tip. One of the most remarkable wildlife sightings to
date here was a dead or subdued cicada being dragged across the road and verge to the nest of
a Cicada-killing Wasp. The wasp was only an inch long at the most, but was half flying, half
walking its prey to its lair. The cicada would then provide a meal for the wasp’s larvae.

By Alan Kenworthy
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Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet and Vinyl Flooring supplied and fitted.
Same choice as any shop but at up to half the price.

Y
- 3 We can move your
(":. S ——
= furniture for you
/ and take away your old carpet.

v

For free home sample viewing and estimates
please call Stuart on 01424 855882 / 07734 659834
or email bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk

Checkme"trade.com

www.bargainfloors.co.uk
reputation matters

Meet the Seaside Stitchers

|
Dans Fencing | |------ -
embroider or enjoy any other form of

textile craft, but find it a bit solitary?

Would you like to meet like-minded people
| who share your enthusiasm for craft? If so,
you'll find a warm welcome at the Seaside

All es of Stitchers!

We're a small, friendly, informal group

enCi ng insta“ed which meets every Wednesday at Pett

Methodist Church Hall, from 1-4 pm. You
don't need any experience to join us, just
plenty of enthusiasm, an open mind and a

willingness to share ideas and skills.
Lnail

d nsfencing-td@g com For more information,

‘ please contact Donna at B
donnagilbert1@sky.com b ¢

or Tel: 01424 812185.

\
We’d love to have you on
board, so please get in
touch!
|

20

January 2025 - A case of the January News
By Kerry Williams: Communications Officer - Conservation

Happy New Year! | hope you all
celebrated the festive period with cheer
and are still basking in the twinkly
afterglow, hoovering up remaining treats
and reminiscing over time spent with
loved ones.

As that sparkle fades to a glimmer, don’t
give in to that looming January chasm of
grey-blue doom. Instead, focus on the
new. Think of Month 01 as a springboard
for all the things that await you this
2025; new wildlife, new experiences,
new Parish magazine article authors...
and with that shameful segue let me
introduce myself.

I’'m Kerry, ‘Communications Officer - Winter at Rye Harbour Nature Reserve, Courtesy Barry Yates, SWT
Conservation’ for Sussex Wildlife Trust.

My role consists of running the Trust’s wildlife information advice service, WildCall, and also
writing content for blogs, our website, and social media.

In December, Michael Blencowe signed off with his last Parish Magazine article about footprints,
fittingly leaving me mighty big shoes to fill. Flicking back through the past library has been a
wonderful read, and considering Michael’s term of seven years (!), it’s a challenge to find a
fresh new topic not already covered. Seeing as it’s a new year, how about newness itself?

So, to January newness. I’m looking forward to fieldfares and redwings delicately tweezing
berries from treetops. Huddling on Brighton Pier, amid ghost train squeals and the smell of
sweet doughnuts, to watch Starlings sky-dance. Drops of snow and Snowdrops. Chilly stomps up
the Downs on roaring fire Sundays.

From now on, the days ever so slowly get longer again, giving more precious minutes to get out
there and explore. Last year | visited Ebernoe for the first time, searching for Fungi in early
autumn. | look forward to heading back to experience its Old-England-come-fairy-whimsy in the
crunching frost. I’ll head back to Rye Harbour to hole up in hides, be-gloved and binoculared, to
spot winter waders and hovering Marsh Harriers. | will search for paw and hoof prints in the
snow or the mud. I’ll be vigilant for too-witting and wooing Tawny Owls and scan darkened
woodlands to see one; | never seem to succeed, but maybe this is my year. Whatever you
choose to do with this often-condemned-as-miserable month, | hope it instead brings you joy.
Let your only January blues be that of the sea and sky. Here’s to 2025!

Sussex Wildlife Trust is a conservation charity for everyone who cares about nature in
Sussex. Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over half a century to make
Sussex richer in wildlife.

We rely on the support of our members. Please consider joining us. Your membership will
help us challenge decisions that threaten wildlife, care for more than 30 nature reserves,
and inspire the next generation about the wonders of the natural world. It’s easy to join
online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join
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ROYAL OAK

FREE HOUSE PETT

10% OFF VOUCHER

Valid throughout January and February
When purchasing two or more main meals
Excludes Sundays, New Year’s Day, set menus and any other deal

..............................................................

January Live Music:
Rule of 3 ~ Sun 19th ~ 4:30pm

T i i il

CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
Wednesday 8th & 22nd
In aid of Pett Church
BONUS QUIZ NIGHT

Pizza Van Wednesday 15th
Mondays For the Army Benevolent Fund
4 - 8pm £2.50 per person. Teams up to Six.
8pm start. Booking Essential.

REAL ALES ~ FINE WINES ~ LOCALLY SOURCED FOOD
LOG FIRES ~ LIVE MUSIC ~ DOGS WELCOME

www.royaloakpett.com ~ 01424 812515 ~ @royaloakpett
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