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As January draws to a close, the days are beginning to get longer and there are signs of Spring
showing itself throughout the village and on the level. For many of us at this time of year, our
thoughts turn to gardening, which brings us neatly to a request! We would like to introduce a
new gardening column to the magazine, along the lines of jobs for the month. If you’re an
expert on garden plants, what to prune, how and when, taking cuttings etc, would you be
willing to write around 500 words for us each month? If this sounds like you, please do get in
touch with one of us, either via the email address on page 3 of the magazine, or by telephone.

Enjoy the February issue and we’ll see you again in March. Don’t forget to keep those front
cover photos coming in!

Donna and Loulsa
Dear Editors,

Christmas seems ages ago already, however | wanted to say a massive thank you to the
wonderful carol singers who sang beautifully around Pett. | would also like to thank everyone in
the village for being so generous. We raised an incredible £200 for local charity, Surviving
Christmas.

Thank you all, Becky

r N
Toby Sims

Gardever

"Flowers always make people better, happier, and more
helpful; they are sunshine, food and medicine for the soul.”

Luther Burbank

07905 019168 @ sims.toby@gmail.com
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PETT FLOWER SHOW AGM

Wednesday 5 March 2025
7.00 pm
AT PETT VILLAGE HALL

THE COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE
YOU,
STALL HOLDERS, HELPERS AND NEW FACES
TO ATTEND THE MEETING AND JOIN THEM FOR
REFRESHMENTS AFTERWARDS.

The 2025 Show will be on Saturday 26 July
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Charles”Co.

ESTATE NS TS

FREE VALUATIONS by Charles

SELLING IN PETT & PETT LEVEL
FOR 24 YEARS

PROFESSIONAL, PROACTIVE &
TRUSTWORTHY

Charles & Co.
YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE SPECIALIST

Tel: 01424 259675

Email: charles(@charlesco.uk - Web: www.charlesco.uk

Coffee Morning and

Community
Library

Please come and join us at Pett Village Hall on the first Wednesday of every month.

& a2

There is always a delicious selection of homemade cakes!

Our Library is free to join, we have over 200 books which are
refreshed regularly.

Robert from East Sussex Hearing will be there for your NHS hearing
aid needs and batteries.

The Jigsaw library has a large selection of puzzles to suit all
tastes.

There is always a member of the Parish Council on hand should you wish to speak with them.

500 Club Winners will be drawn during the morning.

All proceeds are donated to charity so please come and join us; we would love to see youl!

2025 Gigs and events at The New Beach Club

Saturday 18™ January 2025 7.30pm Paradise Duo

Friday January 24 2025
Sunday January 26t 2025
Sunday February 9 2025

Burns Night with Martin Ray
Amanda Simmonds, Motown, Soul and Rock & Pop
3.0pm Charlotte Hoy

Friday February 28t 2025 Race Night

Sunday March 2nd 2025

3.0pm Entertaining Mr Stone

Saturday March 8th 2025 7.30pm Vexed

Sunday March 23rd 2025
Sunday April 6% 2025
Sunday April 20t" 2025
Saturday April 26th 2025

3pm Helter Skelter

3pm Sound Syndicate
3pm 1066 Rockitmen
7.30pm It Takes Two




Beef, Lamb, Pork Fruit and Vegetables
and Chicken raised to Local Seasonal Produce

Available to order
High Welfare Standards - )
Locally Made Bread

and locally sourced Local Milk
o wherever possible Range of Groceries
|J '-"‘»r\" \ |\>_ ( JN C Wide range of Newspapers Mon - Sat

st & 2nd Class Postage

Homemade Sausages Stamps In steck

and Burgers

OPENING HOURS

Monday 8am - 1pm
Tuesday 8am - 1pm
Wednesday 8am - 4pm
Thursday 8am - 4pm

For News and Offers
follow us on Facebook
@pettbutchersshop

PETT ROAD, Guestling
Friday 8am - Spm Tel ( &
Saturday 8am - 4pm

Installers of top quality u.p.v.c

Conservatories ~ Porches ~ Windows
Doors ~ Fascias ~ Soffits ~ Guttering
Replacement Handles ~ Replacement Hinges
Replacement Sealed units

All Work Guaranteed ~ Over 20 Years Experience
Fensa Registered Company

From a replacement handle or double glazed unit to a new conservatory or whole
house of windows call Kev for a free Estimate and Advise

01424 754246 ~ 07970 207914

Kevin@beamingmall.com

Local references available

Pett Parish Council Update

| am pleased to report that, at a recent meeting with representatives of Rother District Council,
it was agreed that the Pett Level toilets can be reopened for the summer. This can only happen
if the parish council pays all the running costs. We made it clear that we want to manage the
toilets day to day to reduce these costs. Hopefully the facility will be open as soon as we have
an agreement in place with RDC.

At the council’s meeting in January, the council’s precept for the 2025-26 year was fixed. There
has been an increase to cover the cost of running the toilets, but almost all the responses to the
survey carried out before Christmas expressed a willingness to pay more to keep the toilets

open. The new precept works out at £71.71 for the year, £1.38 per week for a band D property.

The recent speed surveys in Pett village indicated that traffic is not generally speeding, despite
perceptions to the contrary. The cost of speed surveys in Pett Level would be almost £1000.
The evidence threshold to justify measures is high and, even if speeding is identified, any
reduction measures will have to be funded by the parish council as they will be a low priority to
Highways. In light of other demands on the precept and in all the circumstances, it was
unanimously agreed not to fund speeding surveys at Pett Level at present. In connection with
traffic accidents and the toilets, there will be further investigations of the cause of water
flowing across the road by the toilets; this freezes in cold weather. There have been a number
of accidents there in recent years, the most recent early in January. Investigations seem to
show that surface water is coming down the hill, but the drainage may be blocked. The council
is working with others with the aim of reducing the risk to drivers.

At the council meeting our district and county councillors provided a summary of the
government’s devolution plans. More information can be obtained from the government’s White
Paper (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-devolution-white-paper-power-
and-partnership-foundations-for-growth). The leaders of East and West Sussex and Brighton and
Hove have applied together to be one of the initial authorities for devolution; a response is
awaited from the government.

While car drivers are delighted at the improvement in the road surface between Pett Level and
Winchelsea Beach, there is still serious flooding near the lay-by about half way along. This will
be drawn to the attention of Highways. Similarly, blockages have been identified at the bottom
of Chick Hill and it is hoped that action can be taken on these.

A presentation by Energise about demystifying solar panels and heat pumps is being arranged
for March. This will be open to all. Please note that this will not be a sales presentation. For
more information and confirmation, see Pettnet.

East Sussex County Council is currently undertaking a review of its Rights of Way Access Plan,
which will set out how the council can make sure the rights of way network meet the needs of
the public, both now and in the future. To better understand resident needs and your views on
the state of the rights of way in this area, you are invited to complete a short public survey at
:-https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/economy-transport-environment/rights-of-way-access-
plan/. The closing date is 14 March. More details will be given in the March magazine and on
Pettnet and the relevant village social media pages.

Finally, | have, sadly, to report the death of lan Andrews, after a fight against cancer. lan was
known to many in the village and, until his illness, was active in the gardening club. Our
sympathy goes to his wife, Sandy, and to the rest of his family.

David Penfold, Chair, Pett Parish Council
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WINCHELSEA - Rye

National Trust Rye & District Association | Monthly Flyer

We offer a range of enjoyable events each month to members and non-
members of our association. Walks September-june | Talks October-May
Our 5 mile circular walks cost £3 and begin at 10.00am. All walks end with
a rewarding pub lunch and a quiz. Our talks with popular guest speakers
cover a range of topics and are held from 2.00pm at Brede Village Hall, and
cost £5 for members/£10 for non-members — including refreshments.

Breaking from tradition we will doing a linear
walk from Cooden Beach to St Leonards and
taking in various sights along the way including
the impressive De La Warr Pavilion at Bexhill.
Our lunch stop is The Royal opposite Warrior
Square Railway Station. It's a low key gastro pub
with James Hickson at the helm who has an
impressive London hostelry track record.

WE ARE HIRING

Covering Rye and Surrounding Areas.

Full And Part Time Positions Available

; '-. Cou ntry Flexible Hours

Competitive Rates Of Pay

C a re rS Full Driving Licence Required

— Mileage Allowance
_ Paid Holiday and Training

Qe . T —— e
Contact Us Today

Tel: 01797 223329 (Ask For Nicky) | Email: nicky@country-carers.co.uk
www.countrycarersitd.co.uk

Susannah Mayor, the Collections and House
Manager, will talk about the history of
Smallhythe Place, a half-timbered house built
in late 15th or early 16th century and since
1947 has been cared for by the National Trust.
It was home to the Victorian actress Ellen Terry
from 1899 until her death in 1928. The theatre
is still in use today.

A trip to the Theatre Royal, Brighton, for the
world premiere of Peter James'’s Picture You
Dead. We will arrive in time to browse the
PR e S = Lanes area, with time to see ?he hidden squares
PICTURE : eclectic shops and enjoy a.blte to eat. We have
i excellent seats for this matinee performance.
Cost includes the theatre ticket and almost
door-to-door transport at £89.00 per person.

SOME FUTURE EVENTS TO ADD TO YOUR DIARY: Spring Lunch: Flackley Ash Hotel on
Saturday 12th April | Outing: Parham House & Gardens on Thursday 22nd May.

10

Contact: Dee Williams (membership) 07760 115413 membershipryenationaltrust@gmail.com
Julie Etches (bookings) 01797 225317 julie.etches054@btinternet.com
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1066

. TreeCare

All aspects of tree care and hedge cutting
undertaken: Pruning, lifting, felling,
thinning, planting, reductions, dismantling,
stump grinding, emergency work, etc.

All aspects of fencing undertaken: Panel,
closeboard, post and rail, decorative,
contemporary, rustic, concrete, stock,

rabbit, gates, etc.

Always happy to consider related work.
Contact me for a free, no obligation quote.

Tel: 07432 106220
Web: www.1066treecare.co.uk

E-mail: hello@1066treecare.co.uk
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Are you suffering with IBS, Headaches,

Bloating, Stomach Pains and Fatigue?

These are just a few of the symptoms caused
by food intolerances

| can carry out a pain free, non-invasive test to
help pinpoint potentially harmful foods.

Please have a look at my reviews on Trustpilot
‘Sarah Bragoli Food Intolerance Testing”

Don’t delay, book today!

enquires@sarahbragoli-fit.co uk
07810 044750
www.sarahbragoli-fit.co.uk

Based in Friars Hill, Guestling

Handyman

TW Services
Property maintenance,
repairs & refurbishment

Fully Insured

Contact:
Mike Mowbray 0756 325 7060
mikemowbray123@gmail.com
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P.J. Turner

ALLASPECTS OF
TREE WORK
CONTRACTOR
MOWING - LOGGING
FENCING

FREE
ESTIMATES

07816 285618

News from St Michael’s Hospice

Choose to support 5t Michael’s Hospice in 2025

There are so many simple ways that you can get involved to help St Michael’s Hospice raise the
funds they need to provide their vital care. Getting involved is easier than you may think, and
there’s something for everyone:

Take part in their events. The Hospice hosts a variety of events throughout the year, from
sponsored walks to seasonal family fun days. Whatever your interests, there’s a chance to have
fun and raise funds for the Hospice.

Join the Hospice Lottery. For just £1 a week, you could be in with a chance of winning a
weekly top prize of £2,000—plus 57 other cash prizes! It’s a fun way to support their work and
maybe even treat yourself if you win.

Volunteer your time. If you’ve got some time to spare, want to give back to your community or
want to connect with others, you could volunteer at the Hospice. They offer a range of
volunteering opportunities, from helping in their shops to supporting events, or assisting behind
the scenes. Whatever your availability or talents, you’ll make a real difference.

Shop with us. Need a new coat, jumper or hat this winter? Why not visit a St Michael’s Hospice
shop, or visit their eBay store at stmichaelshospice.com/retail

Every purchase helps the Hospice support the community, whilst promoting sustainable
shopping. You can also donate good quality items to their donation centre. Call 01425 728728 to
book.

Leave a gift in your Will. Thinking about your legacy? Even leaving just 1% to St Michael’s
Hospice while keeping 99% for your loved ones can make a huge difference. One in three
patients’ care is funded through gifts in Wills, making it a powerful way to leave a lasting
impact.

Your support, big or small, is vital in helping St Michael’s Hospice support and enable the
community of Hastings and Rother live well with dying, death and loss. To find out more about
how you can get involved, visit stmichaelshospice.com/support-us or call 01424 456296.

13




Hannington-Gilbert & Co Ltd

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial

ELECTRICIANS

Serving your community since 1965.
Advice and estimates free of charge.
Contact us for all your electrical requirements.
Tel: 01424 428696
@: info@hanningtongilbert.co.uk
W: www.hanningtongilbert.co.uk

Proud members of

m=mmE  Cheekatrade.com

CONTRACTOR Where reputation matters

Q TRUST REGISTERED MEMBER
. RK

% ECA

The
Highest Quality
Eyewear

Competitively Priced

EYEMASTERS

01424 316 117
Frames: Traditional & Designer
Lenses: Single Vision, Bifocal & Varifocal, Potk. Bast Sisucs,

Clear, Transitions and Polarised TN35 41B
Computer Glasses

Inishwood, Pett Road,

Email
richard@eyemasters.co.uk

Phone for an appointment - Please bring your prescription www.eyemasters.co,uk

14

(4

79T

L4 Y 4 = - S
AN AN AN 20N
(‘j o sS\4010 (M\o=\h0T0 (o400 CQag:X@o o
XA WZ2580 Wz 0 ]
Q_ &) (70/) NG 907 Q_ Cf? 90/7 Q_ O€> (ia ]
17/ 7/ 7/ 7/
PETT FLOWER PETT FLOWER PETT FLOWER PETT FLOWER
SHOW & FAYRE SHOW & FAYRE SHOW &FAYRE SHOW & FAYRE

Saturday 26th July 2025

Fun at the Fayre

The Flower Show Committee have chosen the theme for 2025.

The Committee’s next task is planning the schedule to fit the chosen theme. Our
Judges and Stewards are happy to continue this year and will be putting forward
ideas to fit the theme in the classes. The schedule will be distributed with the
May issue of Pett Parish News. Prior to that it will be available on Pettnet and
details of classes that require planning will be advised in the April issue of the
magazine.

We are very thankful to have received donations made in memory of Arthur
Farnes. It is yet to be decided how best to mark his contribution to the show with
a lasting tribute.

Pett & District Horticultural Society (P&DHS) AGM will be held in the Catherine
Hollman Room at Pett Village Hall on Wednesday 5 March 2025 at 19.00 hours.
There is plenty to report following the 2024 Show, which was a financial
success. We have received requests for donations, which we shall announce at
the meeting.

All are welcome to attend and enjoy refreshments following the meeting.
Philippa M. Strickland
Chairman P&DHS
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PLANNING

Decorating & Tiling

Lee Bowdler - 07742 519440
thebowdler@gmail.com

UNIT 6, QUARRY FARM, BODIAM, EAST SUSSEX, TN32 SRA

Specialist Memorial Masons
serving Kent & Sussex

New memonials
. Rerovelons
« Cleaning

* AOSIONd nscrplons

« BRAMM istac
* NI memonal fivers are City & Guilds qualfied

« 20 yeor stabiily guaranites on 8l new memonals

Tel 01530 831858
E-Mail enquineslyentreestone com
Wet WA yewlreestone com

1
KP & CO LTD

DESICN

Wanedale Pest Control
& Drainage Solutions

ALL PESTS UNDERTAKEN

Free quote
Fully Qualfied & Insured
Domestic & Commercial
Bird Proofing & Cleaning
Affordable Prices
Drain Cleaning & Jetting
CCTV Drain Surveys

01424 256042

07816 220228
wanedalepestcontrol@yahoo.co.uk

www.wanedalepestcontrol.co.uk

Bidding Farewell to Revd. Jonathan Meyer

Jonathan Meyer, who is the Priest in charge of our parish of Pett, turns 70 at the beginning of
February and has decided to retire after his birthday. Before he was ordained, he was an
auctioneer at one of the famous auction-houses in London.

Writing a farewell tribute to him is a bit like writing an obituary but the difference is that we
all wish him and his wife, Shirley well in their retirement, that they may find peace and joy and
freedom from clock-watching and from over-talkative and self-opinionated parishioners (|
include myself in this category!)

You may know already that this parish was in a united Benefice with Guestling for about ten
years and eventually that became quite a happy and cooperative marriage. We both then were
joined by Fairlight which was not really a success. After quite a long time Fairlight and
Guestling joined Westfield and we joined Icklesham and Winchelsea, which meant that
Jonathan Meyer took over as Priest in charge of Pett. We will formally become a united
Benefice within the next couple of years. During the vacancy, services will continue in all three
parishes led by retired and visiting priests.

Very few parishes nowadays have a priest of their own and quite a few have to share with more
than two other parishes. For Jonathan, having to look after three parishes has resulted in a
great deal of work for him: for example, conducting services on a Sunday at two and sometimes
three churches.

Jonathan has also been Rural Dean for the last few years. This means that he has led our Rye
Deanery (16 parishes) and within that he has supported the clergy in the Deanery, both
informally and by organizing Chapter meetings for the Deanery clergy.

What | will remember most about Jonathan is that he preached sermons which were audible,
enthusiastic, interesting, informative and very supportive of faith in and love of God. However
much he may have prepared what he was going to say, he always appeared to speak sincerely
and conversationally rather than reading his sermons in a formal and stilted way. In my
particular case, and those who know me best will find it remarkable, | never once dozed during
his sermons nor felt any desire to do so.

The other memorable aspect of his ministry in this parish is that we felt he cared about
us. This was not something we have experienced since the days of having a priest of our
own.

In my working life | knew quite a few people who had passed the time when they ought to have
retired and hadn’t done so. It is very different in the case of Jonathan Meyer. We are all sad
that he is leaving us!

| often misquote Tennyson's The Brook and so here it is again:
Priests may come and priests may go
But God goes on forever.

Angela Hawksley
Hon. Secretary, Pett Parochial Church Council
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EVENTS VEL

Tel: 01424 402040
Mob: 07850 237664

Local, Long Distance & Airports
1to 8 Passengers
www.events-travel.co.uk

FLEAS, WASPS, BEES,
RATS, MICE,
MOLES, PIGEONS

ROTHER PEST CONTROL

R.S.H. CERTIFICATED
&
General Property Maintenance
Fencing — Brickwork
Roofing

Mr. A.D. Benn

Tel: 01797 226778
Mobile: 07739 174552

Funnell
§

Perring
SOLICITORS

192-193 Queens Road Hastings
East Sussex TNJM 1RG

EXPERIENCED ADVICEIN A
FRIENDLY CARING ATMOSPHERE

We specialise in:

Wills and Trusts
Conveyancing
Probate
Family Matters
Child Care Work
Court Work

Please contact us on
01424 426287/437081
for more information

email law@tunneliperring co uk

Cltelly addicts

Your Local Satellite Installer and TV
Aerial Engineer

Telly Addicts install & setup satellite
equipment in your home, from Sky TV to
Freeview. Single and multi-room satellite

installations.

We are based in Haslings and cover Easl
Sussex from Eastbourne to Ashford.

Contact: Bruce Rigglesford

07973 263652

info@tellyaddicts.co.uk

www.tellyaddicts.co.uk

sky = pme = @
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LOVE IT OR LOSE IT

2025 is promising to be a challenging year for Pett Churches. We start the repair and renovation
of St Mary & St Peter Church in April, just after Easter (to avoid scaffolding during a wedding
service). The Quingquennial (five-yearly) Inspection of the fabric of the buildings will have taken
place in January so goodness knows what that will discover, but it is hoped that anything urgent
will be done simultaneously with the renovation.

Church supporters have not been entirely selfish during the fundraising appeal. £200 was
collected for Surviving at Christmas by Carol Singing around the village. Unfortunately, one
planned evening had to be cancelled because of bad weather. The Disco held last Spring raised
over £1,200 for the Churches, as well as similar amounts for Cancer Research and the Pett Level
Preservation Trust. Another Disco supporting these causes will be held this March - see the back
page of this issue for details. We are also extremely grateful to Robin and Kevin at the Royal
Oak for raising funds for the Church at the fortnightly Wednesday Quizzes from September 2024
until July 2025.

Thanks to local people taking an interest in the Churches, the number of ‘new’ Friends making
regular donations has increased, but many ‘old’ Friends have dropped by the wayside. Please
consider becoming a Friend of Pett Churches. If you do agree that both Churches are an integral
part of Pett and Pett Level please contact me, The Treasurer, 2 Brambletye, Pett Road, Pett,
TN35 4HE, 07977 100 296 or pettchurchestreasurer@gmail.com . If you wish to pay by cheque, it
should be made out to St Mary & St Peter Church. Any contribution is welcome, but we are
hoping that your subscription could be least at £15 per person, or £20 for a couple, or £25 for a
family, per year, OR you might like to make a smaller, but regular, monthly contribution by
standing order. Don’t forget also that Gift Aid is a great way of increasing your donation, if you
are eligible.

If paying by bank transfer or standing order the account is: St Mary & St Peter Church: Sort
Code: 30-96-26 Account No: 54871860.

By the time you read this our Rector, Jonathan Meyer, will have retired from looking after
Winchelsea, Pett and Icklesham Churches for the past three or so years. We wish him a long and
happy retirement. There will then be an interregnum period whilst waiting for new clergy to
be appointed. Services will continue and will be advertised in the Village News and on
Facebook.

Heather Godwin
Church Treasurer
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NEED AN ELECTRICIAN
TRAVIS ELECTRICAL
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” Carpets & Soft Furnishings
Expertly Cleaned
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ROYAL OAK

FREE HOUSE PETT

10% OFF VOUCHER

Memories of Pett: Keith Cowper

Many of you who grew up in Pett may remember Keith Cowper.

Keith has lived away from the village since his twenties but has Avchive
: kept in touch with friends and relatives ever since. He has very Resource \
Valid thr oughout Fehruary kindly shared many of his earliest memories with me for The ARC Centre

Fairlight.Guestling « Pett

When purchasing two or more main meals and has allowed us to publish some of these.

Excludes Sundays, set menus and any other deal

............... ..----.....-....)g.-.-.-.-.-._..--...-..-.-.-----

February Live Music
Sun 2nd: The Diamond Project - 4:30pm
Sun 16th: The Big Blue - 4:30pm

Keith was born in the village in ‘The Jacques’ in 1941. The house had been built a few years
before in 1938 (at a cost of £800) by Keith’s grandfather, Leonard Cooke, and so a ‘new build’
of the time. Sadly, shortly after Keith was born, his father - Lawrence Payne Cowper (Dick) -
died, and so for the first seven years of his life Keith lived at The Jacques with his mother,
Eileen, and grandparents, Len and Mabel Cooke. Eventually his mother remarried and they
moved to Ocean Deep, a bungalow on the banks of the canal in Pett Level.

During the war, two RAF radar stations were situated in the field opposite ‘The Jacques’, and
several units of Canadians were stationed on Pett Level (which at that time was sealed off at

Lz bl 2L Chick Hill and required an army permit to visit the Level). Keith recalls that ‘The Jacques’
1 1 3 became an open house for Canadians and others to come to parties, listen to gramophone
Pizza Van Chanty FlSh and Chlp Sup per records, play the piano and otherwise relax with the locals. So, by all accounts Keith’s early
3 3 years involved
Mondays with Sea Shanties B oo
4-8pm Wednesday 26th February deprivation!
CHARITY QUIZ Liven up a cold winters evening! AlthougE vtehry
) . . . young, Kei
NIGHT Live entertainment w1tl} the Pett S}lp Buoys Bemembers going
Wednesday Locally sourced Fish and Chips it the felas
th & 19th where his mum
msam of'gp‘m th Homemade Dessert, Raffle worked alongside
£2.50 per person. Just £25 per person other Land Army
Teams up to Six. . e women. They
8pm start. Raising funds for the Pett Level Rescue Boat Association

mainly worked on
Les Crisford’s
farm down Pannel
Lane, and the
ladies used to
wait outside the
Rectory gates till o

REAL ALES ~ FINE WINES ~ LOCALLY SOURCED FOOD
LOG FIRES ~ LIVE MUSIC ~ DOGS WELCOME

www.royaloakpett.com ~ 01424 812515 ~ @royaloakpett

Dick Crisford Dormer Cottage, Pett Road
™ came in his van
Tripadvisor & THE Goop ‘{3 and took them down to the fields. Keith remembers some of the Land Army ladies, and in
Choice Auards g BGEEE ¥ LacAle eams particular Mabel Glazier, Mrs Adams, Mrs Turner and Ivy Butler. Whilst working in the fields on
¥ ¥

one occasion, his mother threw herself on top of young Keith to avoid machine-gun strafing

from a German fighter plane!
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Continued on page 24
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Continued from page 23

Keith was one of the last
generation to attend
Pett School as, shortly
after his time there, the
school closed. This
picture (left) of the top
of Chick Hill was his
view when he walked
home from school. The
gate on the right led to
Hundreds Guest House
which was run by a Mrs
Bruder. Pett school
usually started a bit
later than other schools
“ L s (mid-September) to

Lo & SHORE, PETT. allow for parents to
continue hop-picking work locally. The school had two classrooms, the ‘Big’ room and the
‘Little’ room. Mrs Watson oversaw the young children while, as Keith puts it, Mrs Desmond
‘commanded’ the Big Room!

Keith tells us, “There was a large gravel playground, a toilet block and two air raid shelters
which the girls used to make into playhouses. The boys mainly played football or chased round
these basic toilets. On May 1 it was ‘Pinch Bum Day’, and May 2"¢ was ‘stinging nettle day’, so
you can imagine what went on when those days
came around! All the children had school dinners
which would arrive at the Old Village Hall daily in
a van. At the appointed time we would all
crocodile up the road to the Hall. The lunch was
dished out by Mrs Butler and her team and we all
sat at the trestle tables and had lunch, which was
not always that appetising!”

One of Keith’s memories from that time was when
the East Sussex Hunt came through the village in
full cry. One of the riders made his horse jump
over the school fence, raced across the playground
and jumped into the field beyond!

There was also the time when the road opposite
the school was being widened and huge JCBs
moved all the earth away. Keith remembers, “We
would spend whole playtimes just watching them.
Later on, an ice cream van used to stop outside,
and we were allowed to buy small orange lollies if
we had the money.

Continued on page 25
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