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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Pett Village Hall

The 2025 Annual Parish Meeting
takes place on

Tuesday 15 April
at 7.30 pm

Wine available from 7.00 pm

Devolution and Local Government
Reorganisation
Councillor Keith Glazier
Organisations in the parish will be asked to
say something about their activities. There
will be a report from the Chairman of the
Parish Council on the last year’s activities

Then YOU will have an opportunity
to discuss any matters that you feel
are of importance to the
community.

ALL PETT RESIDENTS ARE WELCOME
SO PLEASE COME ALONG.
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Sitting here, it feels like Spring has finally sprung! The sun is shining, birds are singing, bulbs
are raising their heads in full bloom and the village and surrounding countryside are looking at
their best. Let’s keep our fingers crossed that the weather lasts for the late Easter - or is that
being too optimistic?

There’s lots going on this month - Spring Coffee Morning at the Methodist Church on 12t April,
Pett Bowls Club Open Day on the 11t April if you fancy trying your hand, live music hosted by
our local clubs and pubs, and of course the eagerly awaited WI Spring Fair on the 5t April. Plus
all our regular clubs and societies.

Lots of you attended the Annie Soudain talk organised by the ARC. We have a tremendous
report in this issue from Fran Rogers, but for those who would like to know more, there was
also an excellent write-up by Heidi Foster in the Rye News on 13t March which is well worth a
read.

See you again in May!

Donna and Loulsa

First, please let me thank you if you attended Annie Soudain’s talk in March. As you will be
aware if you were there, it was standing room only. It was very encouraging to see half our
members turn out, plus 50 non-members. We will put some of her photos and pictures on our
website in due course (thearc.uk), but she also has her book The Marsh, the Sea and the Sky,
which you can order from her website: anniesoudain.co.uk

Locally, there is another interesting talk coming up.

The Appledore Local History Society is running a talk about the Royal Military Canal: The
Story of Mr Pitt's Ditches. This event was sold out when they had the speaker come last year, so
book your tickets early! It's on 4th April at 7:30pm.

Also, a reminder that a new book has now been published all about Guestling: A Different Kind
of Brotherhood: Guestling and Three Oaks, Now and Then. Written by Keith Swallow and
Sarah Whiteman. Lots of history and photos of this hidden gem that we pass by on the A259.
Available at the Butcher's Shop on Pett Road, the Beach Club in Pett Level, or direct from the
publisher. Email: penfold@eps-edge.co.uk

Spring is coming... ¥

Fran Rogers
archiveresourcecentre@outlook.com
Located at Pett Methodist Church
www.thearc.uk




Annie Soudain

For those of you who couldn’t

make the ARC talk on 8™ March,
@ do not worry, there was no
room; the Pett Methodist
Archive Church was packed to capacity.
E."’m':“ But here is a summary of what

Faldight-Guesting-Pett 031} missed.

Annie, speaking with Cliff Dean, told us that she moved
to Pett Level in 1970 with her husband, John, and three young children. They took on a wreck of a
house (which was a recurring theme with their houses and boats), Tawny Pipit, located between Toot
Rock and the Royal Military Canal. It took two years to make the house habitable whilst the five of
them lived in a very small caravan with no electricity or running water and a watering can as a shower.
Annie’s creative skills during these two years were curtailed by lack of space but
she still made small sailor musical boxes; the shop owner liked them too much to
sellthem. Once in Tawny Pipit her other creativity was
shown by unicorn, lion, and crown outfits for Pett 1977
Jubilee parade, pig heads for the Disney parade in Hastings,
and much more. The talk primarily tried to cover what was
not mentioned in her book.

.. . -
Guy Fawkes night was a big event in Pett Level during the 70s,
and one event was captured by another resident, Fay Godwin
arenowned photographer and frequent guest at Tawny Pipit.
Local children participated in making the guy, with Annie’s
help.

Annie was involved with the formation of the Pett Level
Preservation Trust, with fund-raising each year along the canal
bank. This included a “where is the treasure” 3D map, and an
Angler Fish, spotlit in a tent with 5p entry.

By just looking outside her window Annie had her inspiration for her early lino
prints. One of her first, using a three-block method and hand burnishing (she
had no press) was March Morning, with sheep and lambs, then came Sea
Cabbages and Shrimpers using fabric paints given to her by local artist Arthur
Spencer Roberts, which she said took forever to dry. Later, as money allowed
her to buy ink, an old mangle as a press, she developed her much more
complex single-block reduction printing. Annie is also a skilled painter and
her works of flora and fauna in both mediums are exceptional, and her style all
her own.

Annie spoke about John and his love of boats: repairing, building and skippering. He sadly died in
1978. Her close friendships in Pett Level sustained her. Happily, she met Jim, a translator, and
remarried in1982. She could not believe she was lucky enough to have two such wonderful
marriages.

With the now combined five children grown, and no longer needing ’
the space, Annie and Jim moved to the Fairlight coastguard ]
cottages in1988. Once again, inspiration was on her doorstep.

_"'J" ' Her talent flourished outside our local
o’ ‘ oS area from the 1990s onwards, with
exhibitions and commissions at home
and abroad. One was the Cow Parade in
London in 2002, where farmers voted hers best cow at the Smithfield
Market. Proceeds from sales went to Esther Rantzen’s Childline, and
Annie’s cow was bought by the Independent Milk Company after being
exhibited in The Museum of Childhood in Bethnal Green. The Oldies Magazine
also commissioned her to
paint “bird of the month”
which she did in 2014. Her
grandchildren have also
become the beneficiaries of
her creative skills, such as
Noah'’s Ark. And she has
plans for a book to go with
her Monkey puppet.... Annie
never has an idle moment.

fascination with nature? Her formative years
(age 3 in photo) were spent in Turo (inspiration
for Minnows and Mayflies) and Kent on a farm,
where she spent much of her time outside.

Since Jim's death in 2018, another difficult time
for Annie, she thrown herself into work and her
reputation has steadily grown; she now has
calendars, jigsaws, notebooks for sale in
National Garden shops and on-line.

Recently she discovered a Chinese website was selling a print in her name, designed with Al. To get
her own back she has recently finished a very similar linoprint in retaliation! Perhaps itis a sign of her
success that she is now imitated in China.

B

Annie’s book “The Marsh, the Sea and the Sky*, which is crammed with wonderful colour prints of her
work and more detail about her life, is available from: https://www.anniesoudain.co.uk at £20

Proceeds from the sale of Annie's work at the event were shared between the ARC and Pett Level
Preservation Trust.

Thank you to Cliff Dean who spoke with Annie, and to all those who came, and helped, at the event.
The community supporting a valuable community asset.




Checkatrade.com

LOCKSMITHS
www.surelockhomeshastings.co.uk APPROVED
01424 538013 | 07535 511112
Email: surelockhomeshastings@yahoo.co.uk

Surelock Homes - your local locksmiths in Hastings
We supply a range of locksmith services
NO call-out charge » OAP discounts » BS3621 locks
and reduced rates for customers with disabilities

Experienced, fully insured East Sussex smith s s from Su « Homes. We are a LOCAL
Hastings compa ring rsonal and friendly service to both businesses
and home ers. DBS/CRB checked and N.C.F.E. Accredited

FIVE VILLAGES HOME ASSOCIATION LTD
ICKLESHAM, EAST SUSSEX, TN36 4BQ

INDEPENDENT LIVING FOR OVER 60’S

SUPPORT OF SCHEME MANAGERS ON SITE - 24 HOURS
COMMUNALAREAS AND SOCIALACTIVITIES

ONE AND TWO BED FLATS OCCASIONALLY AVAILABLE FOR
RENT
BRING YOUR PET

PLEASE ENQUIRE ON 01424 814876
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.FIVEVILLAGES.ORG.UK

Pett Parish Council Update

The parish meeting, at which parishioners can raise any topic and which is held every year, will
take place on Tuesday 15 April. | am pleased to say that the speaker will be Councillor Keith
Glazier, who is not only our local county councillor resident in the village, but is also leader of
East Sussex County Council. He will be talking about the government’s plans for devolution and
the reorganization of local government. There has been much talk about this topic of late and |
gave links to information in my report in the March issue of the parish news, but this will be an
opportunity to hear about the plans and related issues from someone who is closely involved.
There is a notice giving time and place elsewhere in this issue of the parish news.

Also at the parish meeting, | will give a report on the year past and there will be light
refreshments. And then, as usual, the meeting will be open for any parishioner to raise an issue
relating to the parish, including any reports from village clubs and societies.

At its meeting in March, the parish council agreed to appoint a solicitor to finalise the lease of
the Pett Level toilets, based on the heads of agreement, which have been revised following the
parish council’s queries. Once the lease has been signed, the toilets will be opened as soon as
practical. Note, however, that we are still looking for a cleaner; see the advert in the March
issue of the parish news and on Facebook and Pettnet.

Also at the meeting, the council agreed to support an initiative to start a board games club,
‘Board and Brew’, which will meet monthly in the village hall. The organisers have said that:

We hope this club will reduce isolation and promote community cohesion, everyone
will be welcome, families, friends and people living alone as well as those with
physical or emotional disabilities. It is well documented that playing board games can
benefit your cognitive, social and emotional wellbeing by lowering stress levels,
improving memory, enhancing critical thinking skills and strengthening social skills, not
to mention making friends and having a laugh along the way.

More information will be available through the usual channels. The club will start as a working
party of the parish council, but we hope will develop into an independent organization.

| am sure that many people have walked the Jubilee Way, with which the council marked the
Platinum Jubilee of the late Queen Elizabeth. The council is now planning to produce a leaflet
with a map of the footpath (reproducing the map that is outside the Royal Oak). It is hoped that
this will be available free in the village’s pubs and churches, so that it will help people navigate
the walk, as well as making information about it more widely known.

A few years ago, the council arranged for work to be carried out on tennis court drainage.
Unfortunately, as a result of animal activity (rabbits or badgers), the drainage along the side of
court is not functioning correctly, so that water is going on to the court and moss is growing,
making play difficult, if not dangerous. The solution is relatively simple, but expensive if
carried out by a contractor. It has therefore been suggested that volunteers are called for to
form a working party to sort the problem out, after which the surface of the court can be
treated. This approach worked well some years ago, when the ‘camino’ was created, so | hope
people will come forward to help again. If you can help, please let the clerk know. When there
are enough people willing to help, a working party will be set up.

Following the 2023 flooding, there have been a number of developments that are intended to
prevent such a serious event again. However, there are pipes at the bottom of Chick Hill that
are either silted up or inadequate for the flow. The parish council will be writing to the
Environment Agency to draw this problem to its notice, as well as asking when the silting up of
the Royal Military Canal is likely to receive attention.-

David Penfold, Chair, Pett Parish Council



Residential Estate Agents
Rentals & Property Management

"Seven offices give your property
unrivalled exposure across 1066 Country”

Hastings (01424) 442443
Bexhill-on-Sea (01424) 225588
Rye (01797) 224000
Battle (01424) 774440
Northiam (01797) 253555
Tenterden (01580) 762927
Lettings (01424) 446916
Management (01424) 430011

rushwittwilson.co.uk

)~ The Property I [ILFY,) Relocotion
\ Ombudsman Country
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Board Game Evening

Wednesday 7t May 7 to 9pm
Pett Village Hall £2 pp

Come and enjoy a fun evening of pitting your wits against others, having a
laugh and hopefully learning to play a few new games.

We have a selection of games on offer or you can bring your own to share,
come with family/friends or on your own - everyone is welcome.

Enjoy a digital detox, stimulate your brain, share a laugh with others and
reduce your stress levels.
TACO
CAT
GOAT
CHEESE

PIZZA

Please bring your own refreshments.

yZZid

35331

1¥09

Itz

0ov4

This is a taster session, we would like run a regular games night/afternoon,

but need to know if it’s something people want and if they do when they
would like it, so please come along, or for more info please ring:

Fran 07738674711 or Anne 07517488576
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2025 Gigs and events

x m«;

FHlayley’s fHounds 1
Dog Grooming: 4

&

S
\‘1"‘*‘"(/ Saturday April 5t 5pm Member Party
Fully Qualified and Insured Sunday April 6" 3pm Sound Syndicate
" : Sunday April 20t 3pm 1066 Rockitmen
One-to-One Groomlng Saturday April 26th 7.30pm Little Big Stone
Bank Holiday Monday May 5th 3pm Gina Cassisa
- = i Saturday May 10® 7.30pm Kytes
P Darenth Sunday May 25th 3pm Rye Bay Crew
Bath & Deshed F Saturday 31°' May 5pm Member event
#Hand Strip yrsway Sunday June 1% 3pm Gina Cassisa
#Pet Trim Fairlight farnsy@hotmail.co.uk Sunday June 8" 3pm  Stuart Bligh
& Breed Standard TN35 4BG 07967 794749 Saturday June 14" 7.30pm Don’t Stop
Sunday June 22" 3pm  The Ellie Babies
#Nail Clip 07715 587489 x °

Saturday 28" June 4pm Member party

01424 815241

Find s on
Facebook m

Tara Begbie e Y . .
MCFHP Al s’ ara Spring Coffee Morning
MAFHP cleaning methods for the best

possible results.
FREE emergency stain removal is
available to all Pett residents!

Registered Member
of the British

Saturday 12th April, 11am
Pett Methodist Church.

Association of Foot
Health Professionals Just phone (01424) 871444

Mike will be happy to take your call

Home Visits Co

Cakes, market stall, auction, raffle,

” Scrwcm Limited
For preventative and Spectallst cleaning throwghost Kent & S

routine footcare includin g Innovation Centre, Highfield Drive, St. Leonards- COffee L]
{ i i on-Sea, TN38 9UH
verricas, callus & corns T All very welcome to browse, chat,
Members of the National Carpet Cleaners Association, L] .
W s T relax and find a bargain.
Tel: 07984 451005 Whird) NCCa g
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Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet and Vinyl Flooring supplied and fitted.
Same choice as any shop but at up to half the price.

gt (1, Wiy We can move your
- - \4
furniture for you
and take away your old carpet.

For free home sample viewing and estimates
please call Stuart on 01424 855882 / 07734 659834
or email bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk

Checkatrade.com

www.bargainfloors.co.uk
Where reputation matters

Meet the Seaside Stitchers

| -
ans #enclig Do you love to sew, knit, crochet,

[ embroider or enjoy any other form of
[ textile craft, but find it a bit solitary?

[ Would you like to meet like-minded people
[ who share your enthusiasm for craft? If so,
you’ll find a warm welcome at the Seaside

A“ types of Stitchers!
' We’re a small, friendly, informal group
. . ’ ’
encl ng ’ ]nsta“e d which meets every Wednesday at Pett
\ Methodist Church Hall, from 2-5 pm. You
\ don’t need any experience to join us, just
plenty of enthusiasm, an open mind and a

willingness to share ideas and skills.

. l
da'nsfencingltd@gLnail com

=

For more information, v

please contact Donna at f:‘
nnagilbert1 .com =

or Tel: 01424 812185. \! -

‘ We’d love to have you on
190“2 9 3 board, so please get in
touch!
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Pett Level Preservation Trust
Garden Party

Celebrate Mid-Summer with PLPT
Saturday 21 June
2:30pm to 6pm
Marsham Farm, TN35 4ED
Food/Drinks/Raffle/Music

Tickets £17.50 to include lunch from

https://buytickets.at/pettlevelpreservationtrust
Under 12’s Free

Registered Charity No: 1164637
15



Hastings & Rother Legal Services Ltd

Your local Estate Planning Practitioner & Funeral Planning Specialist
Regulated by the Society of Will Writers & Estate Planners

Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney, Trusts
Fixed Fee Estate Administration (Probate)
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans*

Lifetime Mortgage/Equity Release

All in the comfort of your own home

PEACE OF MIND.....that your wishes will be carried out
PROTECTION"........for your family against rising funeral cost
AFFORDABILITY"....through a range of flexible payment options
FLEXIBILITY"......... that you can allocate your plan to someone else if necessary

Peter R Wallace FAIA, MCMI

“Glenthorne” Warren Road Fairlight TN35 4AN s f§ur,;‘
Tel: 01424 813346 P S
Mob: 07484 116384 5«2/ ‘;

Email: handrlegalservices@gmail.com oy n05°

COASTGUARD LANE,
FAIRLIGHT, TN35 4AB

01424 813 373

We are a community Café serving
simply the best coffee, tea, cakes and
scones and home-made food using
local suppliers and local staff.
With great views over the channel
and a beautiful ambience

Visit our website at: www.coastguardcafe.co.uk
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SUNDAY 6 APRIL
PETT LEVEL 8.30am 1662 BCP Service with Revd Howard Norton
WINCHELSEA 11.00am Parish Communion with The Venerable Martin Lloyd Williams
SUNDAY 13 APRIL - PALM SUNDAY
ICKLESHAM 9.30am Parish Communion with Revd David Page
WINCHELSEA 11.00am Parish Communion with Revd David Page
GOOD FRIDAY, 18 APRIL
ICKLESHAM 2.00pm Service of Meditation on the Cross with Revd David Page
EASTER SUNDAY, 20 APRIL
ICKLESHAM 9.30am Parish Communion with the Revd David Page
PETT 9.30am Parish Communion with the Revd Kay Burnett
WINCHELSEA 11.00am Parish Communion with the Revd David Page
SUNDAY 27 APRIL
WINCHELSEA 11.00am Parish Communion with the Revd Yvonne Adam

CHURCHES IN ICKLESHAM, PETT, PETT LEVEL & WINCHELSEA

ICKLESHAM St Nicolas Church TN36 4BH
PETT St Mary & St Peter Church TN35 4HE
PETT LEVEL St Nicholas Church TN35 4BS
WINCHELSEA St Thomas' Church TN36 4AB

www.achurchnearyou.com
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Do You Require
A Little Extra Help...

Covering Rye and Surrounding Areas.

Coffee Morning and Community Library

:::. :-‘,:' Co u n t ry Personal Care - Domestic Help - Transport

Overnight Care/24hr Care - Palliative Care

C a re rS Stay living at home, keeping your
independence
/\/ Tailor made to your needs

Q."&‘v’f‘ﬁ'ﬁ P Available 24/7, 365 days a year

Please come and join us at Pett Village Hall on the first Wednesday of every month.
There is always a delicious selection of homemade cakes!

Our Library is free to join, we have over 200 books which are
refreshed regularly.

Contact Us Today

Tel: 01797 223329 | Email: info@country-carers.co.uk

www.countrycarersltd.co.uk
Tilling Green Community Centre, Mason Road, Rye, East Sussex TN31 7BE

aid needs and batteries.

&b The Jigsaw library has a large selection of puzzles to suit all
* tastes.

There is always a member of the Parish Council on hand should you wish to
speak with them. 500 Club Winners will be drawn during the morning.

@ Robert from East Sussex Hearing will be there for your NHS hearing

All proceeds are donated to charity so please come and join us;

Lyn provides friendly, expert, we would love to see you!

and professional advice in your
own home for:

* Wills

* Lasting Powers of Attorney

* Probate assistance

01424 815203 / 07802 280 828

lyn@lyncookeassociates.com

Lyn Cooke Associates, Hedgerows,
72 Lower Waites Lane, Fairlight,
East Sussex, TN35 4DD

On behalf of APS Legal & Associates Ltd APS Legal & Associates complies with the Trading Standards
Head office: Worksop Turbine Innovation Centre, fnstituta Appeoumd E'W Cade of bractios

Shireoaks Triangle Business Park, Coach Close, Worksop, APS Legal & Associates Limited is registered in England and
Nottinghamshire, S818AP Wales under company number 05627636

APS Legal & Associates is a member of the Institute of Estate Planning and the provision of Wills are not regulated by
Professional Willwriters the Financial Conduct Authority
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Regularly Changing Guest
Ales

.
NEw Weekly and Monthly Social
BEACH Events

CLUB
Regular Live Music

@ Free Wi-Fi

Bar & Kitchen on the Beach
Home of the New Beach Sea Angling Club

Pett Level, Hastings, TN35 4EH A,
info@then L New Members:
01424 812080 Individual: £27, Joint: £47
Existing Members:
www. thenewbeachclub. co.uk Individual: £25, Joint: £45

Facebook.com/ newbeachclub

Yoga for All with Robin

in Fairlight End Garden, Pett Village Hall, and Fairlight End
Studio, Pett

Enhance your fitness AND your sense of calm and well-being in
beautiful surroundings :

Classes.will be held in Fairlight End Garden when weather allows, and
in Pett Village Hall and Fairlight End Studio when it doesn’t!

Classesiare Mondays 6-7.30 pwnd Thursdays 9.30-11 am. v

For more details or to book a place
contact robin@robinhuttyoga.co.uk or text 074.
- on https: .robinhu!

Private and home fraining also undertaken
*International Yoga Alliance Diploma and International Diploma.10 years' teaching experience.
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@77 All the Fun of the Fayre

PETT FLOWER The AGM was held at Pett Village Hall on Wednesday 5
SHOW & FAY RE March. The meeting was well attended with positive
comments on the 2024 show, held again at the Hall. In her
report, the Chairman said that the Committee were very pleased that the community had
supported the Show, particularly by the number of entries in view of the changeable weather
during the summer months. The Dog Show encouraged more visitors.

The Chairman thanked all the volunteers for their support and hard work on the day. The Show
had been a financial success and there is an opportunity to support local causes. Requests had
been made by Pett WI fundraising for their chosen charities, Pett Level Independent Rescue
Boat for their building project, Pett Church for repair work and the Archive Resource Centre
towards the purchase of a fireproof safe. Funds have been donated to these causes.

Clearing work has been carried out on the adjoining field used for car parking. Thanks were
given to Andy Norcott for his sterling work.

The Chairman expressed her gratitude to the Committee members for their support. They give
thoughtful advice, creative ideas and commitment to making the Show a success. Although not
a Committee Member, thanks also to Sue Dengate and her team for administering the entries.
The 2025 Schedule is nearing completion, and the Committee have decided to distribute it with
the May issue of Pett Parish News. For those wishing to be creative, the Schedule will be
available on Pettnet shortly. The theme of All the Fun of the Fayre suggests obvious features
in the Handicraft, Art, Photography and Young Peoples’ classes:

e Young People (under 5; child and helper): Decorate a paper plate with a fairground
theme.

e Young People (5-8 Years): Make a coconut pyramid (x4). Paint or draw a roundabout.
Grow cress in a teacup.

e Young People (9-14 Years): Paint or draw a picture of a fairground attraction. Make a
helter-skelter (not to exceed 12 inches/25 cm in height or width). Grow a sunflower in
a 6-inch pot.

e All Young People under 16 years: Photograph ‘Having Fun’.

e  Adults: Painting entitled ‘All the Fun of the Fayre’. Photograph ‘Having Fun’.
Handicraft: Make a Mosaic of Smashed Crockery.

There will also be the model-making classes as usual and, for those under 14, a tea-towel
design class on the theme of the Flower Show (A4 size - do not include the date).

We have reviewed the entry fee for the classes and decided to charge 50p per entry, which is in
keeping with other societies. The good news for young people: their entries will be free!
Looking forward to a great Show this summer with a dance in the evening.

Philippa M. Strickland
Chairman P&DHS

21




STIlockemiths

Our local experienced locksmiths are fully insured and trained in
non-destructive entry techniques to get you back indoors safely.

*No call-out fee *Free quotes given

*No hidden charges Local Family Run Busines:

NDnen 6:0N0m 1N-000mM

07440323523

Alan Danskin Maintenance & Restoration

4t michael’s

Your local Handyman | ® . g

Tiling & Flooring
Decorating
Flat Packs & Shelving
No Job Too Small

A professional, reliable & friendly

Open Gardens

service
) May - July 2025
25 years experience Throughout Hastings and Rother
Fully insured To find out more and download your

free guide visit,
stmichaelshospice.com/event-diary

Free Estimates
Call Alan on 07748 692168 Reareed chrty rumber 286462

Pett Level Preservation Trust
Annual Meeting

Nature Based Solutions and Large-scale Water Management

Thursday 1 May @ 7:30pm

Pett Village Hall

All are welcome
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Swedish Massage
Hot Stones T1 ﬁerqpy

Reffexofogy
Doz Jirmer Indian Head Massage

Traditional Usui Reiki

Home Visits and Gift Vouchers Available

1 Watermill Lane
Pett, East Sussex
TN354HZ
01424 812740 / 07901 591696
dawnannturner@icloud.com
massagehastings.com

Registered member of the Federation of Holistic Therapists

BRAMLEY & TEAL
HOLIDAY COTTAGES

Join our fantastic collection
of properties in Kent & Sussex

Do you currently own a property in Kent or Sussex, with a view to venturing into the holiday letting business?
We've got a dedicated team ready to help you, and help make a success of your property!

www.bramleyandteal.couk

Partof the £) TRAVEL CHAPTER
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Pett WI

Our February meeting was a lively affair when we welcomed as our speaker Kt Bruce who is a
photographer. She gave us a fabulous talk outlining her varied career becoming, almost by
accident, a photographer. She photographed many famous people, including the late Queen and
Prince Philip, the Archbishop of Canterbury and many famous actors and personalities. Unlike
most portrait pictures or formal line ups she often took photos showing the personality in a
more relaxed mode, or having fun.

She gave us valuable tips on how to create better photos on our phones and in the break we all
experimented with our phones, taking different angles, reflections, and catching subjects off
guard. These were then relayed onto the screen for everyone to see. It was a great meeting
with a lot of fun and laughter. Thanks go to Kt for her experience and advice.

Our fundraising side of the WI is getting busier than usual for our next, much anticipated Spring
Fair on 5th April 10.00am -3.00pm at Pett Village Hall. The standard of crafts and produce on
offer is second to none and of course the excellent refreshments made and served by our WI
ladies are served all day. There is a fantastic raffle with some fabulous prizes, so please come
and join us.

We voted for our charities to support this year and the two we are supporting are Friary
Gardens, part of the Parchment Trust and the Sara Lee Trust. Profits from the Spring Fair will
go to both these charities.

Our other constant fundraising is for Rye Food Bank. We have 11 collection points in Pett, Pett
Level, Fairlight and Icklesham and would like to extend our grateful thanks for all the
donations. We sent 4,100 donations in 2024 and also £1499.78 in cash. We are the Food Bank’s
largest ‘non-store’ donator, which we are very proud of. We couldn’t do all this without the
volunteers who help us out with collections - a huge thank you to you all. Also special thanks
must go to groups who had special collections for us. Namely, Fairlight Players, Fairlight
Nursery, The New Beach Club and the Methodist Chapel.

Please continue to support Rye Food Bank by donating. Just a couple of food items or toiletries
helps to increase the help we can give to such a worthy cause that still has huge demands made
upon it by people in need.

Enjoy the spring!

Sally Watson
President
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