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Well, here we are in the height of summer at last! And if it’s July then it must be the Pett
Flower Show and Fayre, 26 July at the Village Hall. Have you got your entries ready yet? Let’s
hope the sun continues to shine and that it’s an enjoyable and successful event for all involved.

There’s no excuse not to get out and about this month, with live music at the New Beach Club
and Royal Oak; the regular village community library and coffee morning on the third
Wednesday of the month and the launch of the board games evenings on the first Thursday of
the month, 7-9pm at the Village Hall. Please do come along to these community events, a lot of
work goes into organising them and they offer the opportunity to get out and meet friends and
neighbours in a relaxed, friendly environment.

As the school holidays approach, our local beaches will no doubt be busier than ever. Please do
remember to respect the sea and coastline. Check tide times and the weather and stay safe.

See you in August!

Donna and Louwlsa

THE CLASSIC CAR SHOW

at
Icklesham Village Fete & Flower Show
(TN36 4BL)
Saturday 2nd August 2025

Calling all drivers of pre-1990
classic cars, commercial vehicles and motorbikes!

FREE ENTRY:
ALL PARTICIPANTS WILL RECEIVE A SHOW CERTIFICATE

(all entries to be on-site by midday)
To register please contact Peter Spencer
peter@peterspencer.net / 07767 896807

S0’ PETT FLOWER SHOW & FAYRE
%\\ e Q Saturday 26 July 2025

O.sDYp0"0 All the Fun of the Fayre
. “O. %
Q_ZOO@ WQ This year is flying by with gardens in bloom and most of those
Ve ‘,//7 fruit and vegetables, except courgettes, growing fast. We have

high hopes of a record number of entries for all classes. Have you
PETT FLOWER  tested the Date and Walnut Cake recipe yet? It is very tasty and
SHOW&FAYRE  thereisa cup to win.

Along with the display of entries in Pett Village Hall, there are side stalls and games of chance.
Please bring plenty of money as most stalls will only take cash. Some concessions and the WI
Refreshments will take card transactions. Tokens for Pimms, Beer and £1.00 units can also be
purchased in the hall foyer using card payment.

We are delighted to be selling tea towels again this year, using
the 2023 winning design by Evie White. They are priced at £8.00
each and will be available on the day. Note that there is
another chance to produce a winning design this year.

We are always grateful for donations to the following stalls:

e The Crockery Smash, a great way to vent your frustrations.
If you have any cracked or chipped china, or some you just
dislike, please bring it along on the day.

e The Bottle Stall, Tombola (for adults and youngsters), Pick-
a-Bottle and the Grand Raffle will be delighted to receive
donations ahead of the day. They can be dropped off with
any Committee Member, please see the back of the
schedule for their addresses.

Books, Puzzles and Toys. Always a popular pitch so please bring them along on the day.

e Produce. Also, on the day, edible items for the stall, where all the spare fruit and
vegetables that are not worthy of entry can be sold, along with pickles and preserves.

e The Refreshments are being organised by the WI team, who are always grateful for
donations of cakes or savoury snacks. If you can make something, please advise our Wi
events co-ordinator, Kay Clayton (07739 367196 or email to ke_clayton@yahoo.co.uk), who
will be co-ordinating the assortment.

Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat will be attending with their delicious BBQ.

Parking

As the Village Hall car park will be set out with stalls from 11.00 hours, parking will be in the
adjacent field. Following the lack of space in previous years, action will be taken prior to the
Show to level up and mow the grass.

Dog Show

This will be staged in the field behind the Village Hall. We ask all dog owners to ensure that
their pets are well behaved and are kept on a lead. Seating will not be provided so competitors
are welcome to bring something to sit on whilst watching the classes. It is also essential to bring
water for the dogs and poo bags. There is a poo bin sited at the entrance to the field. Toilet
facilities (for people) are in the Village Hall.

The Committee are working hard to make the show a great day for the village. Come along and
enjoy yourselves.

Philippa Strickland, Chair, PDHS




] NEW CLIENTS
> & enl INTRODUCTORY
DISCOUNT

— AND RECEIVE THE SAME

WHEN YOU REFER YOUR
FIRST FRIEND.

HAIRSTYLIST & COLOURIST

HASTINGS, ST LEONARDS, RYE & BEYOND

LUXURY
HAIRDRESSING,

D%)qé)‘l,l%l’lj‘%l) CHURCH SERVICES - JULY 2025

SUNDAY 6 JULY
With 30+ years of experience, Adem brings high-end salon expertise PETT LEVEL 8:30am 166,2 BCP Sen’i_ce with Revd Howard Norton

straight to your home — or his private studio in Fairlight, if you prefer. WINCHELSEA 11.00am . Parish Communion

From his roots in the family salon to Art Director at the UK’s first day-spa salon, SUNDAY 13 JULY
Cobella Akga, he's built a loyal following with his personalised cuts, ICKLESHAM 9.30am Parish Communion
colour, and styling. WINCHELSEA 11.00am Parish Communion

His work has spanned hair shows, TV, and editorial shoots — but his passion SUNDAY 20 JULY
lies in creating confidence-boosting hair for real people. WINCHELSEA 11.00am Parish Communion

Now based between London and East Sussex, Adem is welcoming SUNDAY 27 JULY

new clients in Hastings, St Leonards, Rye and surrounding areas. ICKLESHAM 9.30AM Parish Communion

WINCHELSEA 11.00am Parish Communion
Ready for salon-quality hair at home?
Book your appointment today
and let Adem bring the style to you

PLEASE NOTE THAT NO SERVICES WILL BE HELD AT
ST MARY & ST PETER CHURCH IN PETT DUE TO BUILDING WORKS

CHURCHES IN ICKLESHAM, PETT, PETT LEVEL & WINCHELSEA

ICKLESHAM All Saints & St Nicolas Church  TN36 4BH
PETT St Mary & St Peter Church TN35 4HE
PETT LEVEL St Nicholas Church TN35 4BS
WINCHELSEA St Thomas’ Church TN36 4AB

www.achurchnearyou.com

07970 978 890 | ADEM.ALPAY@ME.COM
ADEMALPAY.COM"

Because every client is unique, pricing is tailored to suit your individual needs.
Bespoke quotes can be discussed during your initial consultation.

*Please note: the price list shown online reflects London rates




ARCHITECTURAL AND PLANNING SERVICES

PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL DRAWINGS

» Extensions * Renovations

* Alterations + Change of Use

» New Builds « Technical Construction Drawings
* Loft Conversions » Party Wall Surveying

TOWN PLANNING INTERIOR DESIGN

« Pre-Application Advice « Space Audits

» Permitted Development Advice + Lighting Design

* Submission of Planning Applications » Full Space Design

* Supporting Statements ¢+ Colour Design

—ohr— CIOB A""’ RTPI -y cabe
Ru BICON Contact us for a quote or free consultation:
M: 07969 729569 | 0: 01303 237704

Chartered Building Consultanc . i, .
2 y enquiries@rubiconbc.com | www.rubiconbc.com

2
: STl ocks1066@amail ¢
S.T Locksmiths

Our local experienced locksmiths are fully insured and trained in
non-destructive entry techniques to get you back indoors safely.

*No call-out fee *Free quotes given
*No hidden charges «Local Family Run Business

Open 6:00am - 10:00pm

07440323523

Pett Parish Council Update

Last month | reported that we had had three resignations from the council and that we would
be looking for prospective new councillors. It does not look as though there has been a request
for an election, so we shall be able to co-opt. So | repeat, if you feel able to serve the
community by becoming a councillor, or you can suggest someone who would (maybe ask them
first), please get in touch with the clerk or myself. In particular, as the present councillors are
all men and not very young, it would be good to have some female representation (of whatever
age) and some younger people (of either gender). While there are opportunities for taking on
various specific responsibilities, initially the only commitment that councilors are asked to
make is to attend council meetings, which are held every other month (third Tuesday evening)
with occasional extra ones when needed. So please think about it!

Incidentally, council meetings are public meetings. To find out what topics occur on the
agenda, just come along and listen - or even make a contribution in public time. All planning
applications in the parish are discussed and the views of the council are passed on to the
planning officers of the district council. It is perhaps worth noting, however, that objections to
planning applications can only be according to the planning regulations and decisions made by
planning officers or the district council planning committee may differ from the parish council’s
view. If the parish council feels strongly about an application, a representative of the parish
council can address the district council planning committee, although this does not always
achieve a result that the parish council will agree with.

Discussions on devolution are continuing. It is still not clear how parish councils will relate to
the higher levels of government once district councils disappear. Government proposals are
promised in September. In the meantime, there is a proposal from Brighton council for a coastal
authority (rather than simply East and West Sussex, plus Brighton and Hove). Pett and Pett
Level will almost certainly come into this if it happens, but we shall see. Another possibility is
that parishes would be clustered. There is already a group of parishes working together in
northern Rother and, although they ceased during covid and are only now starting again,
meetings of the Marsham parishes (Pett, Fairlight, Guestling and Three Oaks, and Fairlight)
have been held regularly to discuss topics of common interest.

| also reported last month that the internal auditor had given the council a clean bill of health.
The accounts for the last financial year are now on display on the noticeboards and the web
page until the middle of July.

Progress on the lease for the Pett Level toilets is slow, but the toilets have now been open for
some time and it is clear that they are well used. Arrangements for a schedule for the emptying
of the cesspit are taking a little time to finalise, while the donation boxes are yielding a
reasonable amount, which will help to pay for the toilets.

The meeting in early June reporting on what is happening to mitigate the flooding at Pett Level
was well attended. If you missed it, however, the main talk was recorded and will be available
on Pettnet; it is already accessible at www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEjOHWv2vEk.

Sadly, the allotments lease has come to an end. Arrangements are being made to remove the
rubbish from the site. There are a few water butts and compost bins (and even tyres) available.
If you would like one (or just to have a look), please contact me.

David Penfold, Chair, Pett Parish Council



Regularly Changing Guest

Ales
i, o
NEW Weekly and Monthly Social
BEACH J J

Events
CLUB
Regular Live Music

@ Free Wi-Fi

Bar & Kitchen on the Beach
Home of the New Beach Sea Angling Club

Pett Level, Hastings, TN35 4EH Sty
info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk New Members:
01424 812080 Individual: £27, Joint: £47
h h Existing Members:
www. thenewbeachclub.co.uk Individual: £25, Joint: £45

Facebook.com/ newbeachclub

Yoga for All with Robin

in Fairlight End Garden, Pett Village Hall, and Fairlight End
Studio, Pett

Enhance your fitness AND your sense of calm and well-being in
beautiful surroundings 3
Classes will be held in Fairlight End Garden when weather allows, and
in Pett Village Hall and Fairlight End Studio when it doesn’t!
Classesiare Mondays 6-7.30 prwnd Thursdays 9.30-11 am. v
For more details or to book a place

contact robin@robinhuttyoga.co.uk or text 0744
- on https://www.robinhuttyoga.

Private and home training also undertaken
“International Yoga Alliance Diploma and Premier Training International Diploma. 10 years' teaching experience.
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Gardening Club Notes - June 2025 by june Harris

Our June meeting was our first visit of the year, to a garden the club hasn’t been to before,
Bates Green Garden at Arlington near Polegate. The garden is set around the farmhouse, which
the owner, John McCutchan, lives in, having also been born there. His family have owned the
property and associated farm for about a hundred years. The garden design, however, was
begun in 1968 by John’s wife, Carolyn, whose vision was of a tranquil space with naturalistic
planting - she was very influenced by the free-flowing planting style of Beth Chatto. Over time
the differing garden sections incorporating uncommon trees and shrubs, the woodland garden
and the wildflower meadow were all created, although as Carolyn’s health deteriorated, the
work gradually came to a halt as she could no longer tend to the garden and it became
overgrown. Emma Reece, the current head gardener, had already become a friend of Carolyn’s
and, after Carolyn died, suggested to John that she take charge of resurrecting the garden.
Over the last five years, Emma and her team have worked steadily to renovate all aspects of
the garden, staying true to Carolyn’s original design ethos, but building on it, improving and
updating the planting as necessary, in part to future proof it for climate change.

We were very fortunate to be the only visitors and Emma gave us a most interesting and lively
tour. We entered the garden from the Barn which houses the café and shop, following bark
paths through the Wild Garden, so named because it is home to indigenous plants allowed to
flourish with as little human intervention as possible. It is shady, a gentle woodland style area.
This led on to the Front Garden, adjacent to the house, specially designed with shrubs and trees
specifically planted for their autumn colour, underplanted with snowdrops, aconites and crocus
for spring.

The Middle Garden is a more formal space, with colour-coded perennial flower borders
surrounding a large lawn, all providing a lovely view from the back of the house. From there
we entered the Woodland Garden, another peaceful area of shade loving plants and shrubs, the
whole presided over by an unusual and majestic multi-stemmed oak tree. As we progressed,
Emma explained the planting ethos, pointing out plants of specific interest, interspersed with
anecdotes about the McCutchan family and her own time restoring the garden. We were then
free to explore the Wild Meadow, or adjourn to the Barn for refreshments, after which we could
also visit Beatons Wood for a small extra cost or purchase plants all propagated in-house from
the nursery.

Bates Green Garden is a RHS Partner garden, which means a discount is available at certain
times for RHS members. Its location, about an hour’s journey from Pett, makes it a reasonable
journey for a very pleasant day out. The garden changes constantly throughout the year and
garden workshops and specific guided tours are held regularly. It was certainly an enjoyable
day for our members, new to us all, but worthy of a return visit!

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday July 8™, to “Boldshaves”, near Woodchurch. Details by
email in due course.
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Swedish Massage
Hot Stones T herapy
Reflexology
Daon Turner qndian Head Massage
Traditional Usui Reiki

Home Visits and Gift Vouchers Available

1 Watermill Lane
Pett, East Sussex
TN35 4HZ
01424 812740 / 07901 591696
dawnannturner@icloud.com
massagehastings.com

Registered member of the Federation of Holistic Therapists

BRAMLEY & TEAL
HOLIDAY COTTAGES

Join our fantastic collection
of properties in Kent & Sussex

Do you currently own a property in Kent or Sussex, with a view to venturing into the holiday letting business?
We've got a dedicated team ready to help you, and help make a success of your property!

www.bramleyandteal.co.uk

Partofthe £] TaaveL cHarres
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Church News
Building Works at St Mary & St Peter Church, Pett

The latest update to the renovation works is that the building will need to be closed for several
weeks more than was expected. This is to allow the damp walls to dry out before replastering
and painting, along with the unsavoury task of guano removal from the tower by a specialist
company, gutter cleaning and other issues which the renovation work has brought to light.

The guano removal itself has added another £2,700 to the cost which, including architect fees
and VAT, will now reach about £45,000. Regrettably, because the church is not a listed building
we are unable to claim back VAT or get much more funding as most funders will only consider
listed buildings.

In the meantime, services are still taking place in the lovely St Nicholas’s church on the Level
on the first Sunday of each month, at 8.30am. See the church services poster in this magazine
for details of services at our two other churches in Icklesham and Winchelsea.

We are still hopeful that the fund-raising evening will take place in September and more details
will be published in the August magazine.

If you can ‘spare a dime’, as they say, the Parochial Church Council will be enormously
grateful. All contributions, be they monthly or annually, help to maintain the building. If you
wish to become a Friend of Pett Churches please contact Heather Godwin on 07977 100 296 or
pettchurchestreasurer@gmail.com . If you are eligible to Gift Aid your donation, even better, as
that adds another 20% to your contribution.

When will we get a new vicar?

As many of you will know, our vicar, the Revd Jonathan Meyer retired in February. This means
that we are now in what is termed a ‘Vacancy’ and the process for the recruitment of a new
vicar is well underway. Pett has now joined with Winchelsea and Icklesham, and a new benefice
will be formally agreed within a few months. This means that the new vicar will have
responsibility for all 3 parishes, living in the rectory in Winchelsea.

Each parish has had to produce a ‘Parish Profile’, which will form a key part of the recruitment
pack for applicants. Once the Parish Profile is approved by the bishop, an advert will be placed
in The Church Times and online. The interview panel will consist of a representative from each
parish, usually the churchwarden, the Bishop of Hastings and possibly the Assistant Archdeacon.
We would hope that the successful candidate can be appointed by the end of the September
and will be ready to take up their new post at the start of 2026.

John Case, Churchwarden on behalf of the Parochial Church Council
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Hastings &

Your local Estate Planning Practitioner & Funeral Planning Specialist
Regulated by the Society of Will Writers & Estate Planners

Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney, Trusts
Fixed Fee Estate Administration (Probate)

P

Lifetime Mortgage/Equity Release

All in the comfort of your own home

PEACE OF MIND.....that your wishes will be carried out

PROTECTION"........ ;

AFFORDABILITY"...
FLEXIBILITY".........

“Glenthorne” Warren Road Fairlight TN35 4AN "
Tel: 01424 813346 1) & z
- g

Email: handrlegalservices@gmail.com

Rother Legal Services Ltd

re-Paid Funeral Plans*

for your family against rising funeral cost
.through a range of flexible payment options
that you can allocate your plan to someone else if necessary

Peter R Wallace FAIA, MCMI

Mob: 07484 116384 >
//,” m({“

COASTGUARD
CAFE

& 2027

Visit our website at: www.coastguardcafe.co.uk

COASTGUARD LANE,
FAIRLIGHT, TN35 4AB

01424 813 373

We are a community Café serving
simply the best coffee, tea, cakes and
scones and home-made food using
local suppliers and local staff.
With great views over the channel

and a beautiful ambience
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Board Game Evening

15t Thursday of every month at

Pett Village Hall 7pm to 9pm
£2 per person

Come and enjoy a fun evening playing games with others and
hopefully learning to play a few new ones!

We have a selection of games on offer, or you can bring your
own to share.

Come with family/friends or on your own
Everyone is welcome.

Enjoy a digital detox, stimulate your brain, share a laugh
with others and reduce your stress levels.

Tea and coffee provided, or you can bring your own
refreshments

=i |
SCRABBLE‘.




Coffee Morning and Community Library

Please come and join us at Pett Village Hall on the first Wednesday of every month.
There is always a delicious selection of homemade cakes!

Our Library is free to join, we have over 200 books which are refreshed regularly.
Robert from East Sussex Hearing will be there for your NHS hearing aid needs and batteries
The Jigsaw library has a large selection of puzzles to suit all tastes.

There is always a member of the Parish Council on hand should you wish to speak with them.

500 club winners will be drawn during the morning
All proceeds are donated to charity so

please come and join us we would love to see you!

Pett WI

As | was busy having a second knee replacement | didn’t get to submit a report last month, so
here are April and May’s meetings.

April was Easter egg painting! Guided by Louisa who organised the whole thing. Members were
provided with plastic eggs and a variety of different coloured pens and used their imagination
to decorate the eggs. Committee members served refreshments throughout the evening and

unsurprisingly, there was lots of laughter and talking as they created their designs. A tree was

Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet and Vinyl Flooring supplied and fitted.
Same choice as any shop but at up to half the price.
(% We can move your
=y furniture for you
/ and take away your old carpet.

v

For free home sample viewing and estimates
please call Stuart on 01424 855882 / 07734 659834
or email bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk

Checkatrade.com

www.bargainfloors.co.uk
Where reputation matters
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provided and finished eggs were displayed on there and displayed on the screen. Some eggs
were very professionally finished; | must admit a 5 year old would have been proud of my
contribution! Not quite my forte! But it was a fun evening and gave members a chance to chat.
Grateful thanks to Louisa for all her excellent organisation.

May was our AGM. The evening began with the singing of Jerusalem. The business side was soon
done as all information had been sent out by email previously. The Treasurer’s report was
approved and then members voted to elect the committee. Amanda Leeson stood down but two
co-opted members stood for election - Bev Eksteen and Elaine Baker - and all were duly
elected. We welcome them both very warmly. The election for President meant | was elected

for another year.

After refreshments, Sally and Tracy gave a summary of WICAID for the members, hoping more
members might want to join the respective teams. WICAID stands for WI Community Aid and
started several years ago as a response to period poverty. It has grown over the years to
become a quite dynamic fund raising enterprise. Sally talked about the Food Bank and work for
Safehaven Women and Seaview. Tracy gave a very professional insight into the work involved in
running our two Annual Fairs. Hopefully new members have a better insight into the

organisation of all these ventures. Elaine Baker
has agreed to join the team, helping to
organise our Fairs.

The evening ended in a heartfelt tribute to
Amanda Leeson to thank her for all her hard
and loyal work over the last 5 years. She was
instrumental in streamlining the work of
various roles on the committee to make all
these committee roles easier to manage. She
did this with a huge amount of humour,
cynicism and hard work and we cannot thank
her enough for her huge contribution to moving
Pett WI to where it is today. She was
presented with flowers and gifts and gave us
an excellent farewell speech. Thank you
Amanda for everything.

Don’t forget to come to the Pett Flower Show
on 26th July. Lots of wonderful stalls and
entertainment and of course, Pett WI cakes
and goodies will be on sale.

Sally Watson
President
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Meet the Seaside Stitchers

Do you love to sew, knit, crochet,
embroider or enjoy any other form of
textile craft, but find it a bit solitary?
Would you like to meet like-minded people
who share your enthusiasm for craft? If so,
you’ll find a warm welcome at the Seaside
Stitchers!

We’re a small, friendly, informal group
which meets every Wednesday at Pett
Methodist Church Hall, from 2-5 pm. You
don’t need any experience to join us, just
plenty of enthusiasm, an open mind and a
willingness to share ideas and skills.

For more information,
please contact Donna at
donnagilbert1@sky.com
or Tel: 01424 812185.

Re-starting in September




Charles\sCo.

ESTATE AGENTS

FREE VALUATIONS by Charles

SELLING IN PETT & PETT LEVEL
FOR 24 YEARS

PROFESSIONAL, PROACTIVE &
TRUSTWORTHY

Charles & Co.
YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE SPECIALIST

Tel: 01424 259675

Email: charles(@charlesco.uk - Web: www.charlesco.uk

Of Owls, Larks and Hedgehogs

By Kerry Williams, Communications Officer - Conservation,
Sussex Wildlife Trust

I’ve always been a night owl. I’m writing this as my creativity
kicks in; unhelpfully that's usually around 9pm. | spent my
childhood howling in resistance at those who dared tell me it
was bedtime. | would read until 3am and be virtually dragged
from my bed for school in the morning. Despite what my
mother says, it’s a real thing. We are genetically predisposed
to different chronotypes associated with our circadian rhythm.
There are owls (those who wake and sleep later), larks (those
who wake and sleep earlier) and ambivalent (those who are
more adaptable to sleep pattern changes).

Fox at night by Daryl Peters

| used to long to wake up earlier and make the best of the day. Especially as a keen birder it
would be advantageous. If | ever do it’s glorious. The air is different in early morning. There’s
so much light, so much time. But there are perks to the night too. It’s quiet; everyone else is
asleep. It’s peaceful and less distracting. And the best bit, of course, is watching nocturnal
animals.

| live with another owl. Together, we slink about the local
nature reserve at dusk. Hushed tones to fit in. Eyes
adjusting to the perceived blackness. There is rarely anyone
else around. The damp smell of the reedbeds seems
stronger than in the day. The gravel and parched grass
crunch louder underfoot. The world feels bigger somehow,
yet more tranquil.

We detect dancing bats who whizz past our faces, saving us
- from nibbling evening midges. We walk directly past rabbits
Pipistrelle bat by Hugh Clark FRPS on meadow buffets, who barely look up to note us. We take
in pre-roosting bird calls; Reed Warbler, Song Thrush,
Blackbird, Robin, and skyward silhouettes of those returning for the night; gulls, corvids, a
Peregrine. A fox on patrol stops to watch us with an air of disdain; ‘It’s my turn now’.

Once we’re out of the reserve we stop at the usual spot, at the usual time, and wait. Then we
see it. Squat legs, busy snout and about 5,000 spines scuttle across the car park and along the
kerbside dandelions. The hedgehog crosses the road; it’s not busy but it’s still a risky game, and
| once flagged down a startled mini-bus driver to allow for safe hog passage. The hedgehog
continues along a footpath, and through a fence hole cut by kind urban wildlife heroes.

These sightings feel like treats to which few of us are party. I’ve not only accepted my
nighttime owl form; | completely embrace it. Just don’t ask me to make plans before midday.

Sussex Wildlife Trust is a conservation charity for everyone who cares about nature in
Sussex. Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over half a century to make
Sussex richer in wildlife.

We rely on the support of our members. Please consider joining us. Your membership will
help us challenge decisions that threaten wildlife, care for more than 30 nature reserves,
and inspire the next generation about the wonders of the natural world. It’s easy to join
online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join
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Installers of Rehau u.p.v.c and Smart Aluminum

Conservatories

Porches Handles
Windows Hinges

Doors Sealed Units

Aluminum bi folds

Solidor and rock door composite doors
All work Guaranteed. Over 20 years Experience.

Fensa Registered Company

Call Kev for a free estimate and advice on:

07970 207914

kevinross969@hotmail.com

Beef, Lamb, Pork

and Chicken raised to
High Welfare Standards
and locally sourced
wherever possible

7|=  Wide range of
Homemade Sausages
and Burgers

OPENING HOURS

Monday 8am - 1pm
Tuesday 8am - 1pm
Wednesday 8am - 4pm
Thursday 8am - 4pm PETT ROAD, Guestling

Friday 8am - Spm Tel (01424 148

Saturday 8am - 4pm Email theoldbutchersshoppett@gmail com

For News and Offers
follow us on Facebook
@pettbutchersshop
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Natu re NOtes by Alan Kenworthy

If you walk down Pett Road towards the Royal Oak, have a
look in the hedge to your left. There are a couple of oak
trees in the hedge in rather poor condition. Each has a
number of dead branches and each has at least one hole in
the trunk. In one of those holes a colony of honeybees has
decided to nest. Now, I’m not a great fan of honeybees - they
take resources from the wild bees. There is a finite amount
of nectar and pollen available at any one time and more
honeybees mean fewer wild bees. | do like honey, but its
production comes with consequences. | guess that the
honeybees in the oak tree can now be considered wild bees,
having left their original hive with their chosen

queen. Honeybees have a rigid social structure and a hive
with two queens doesn’t work, so one of them must

leave. So, she gathers a swarm of loyal subjects and

leaves. The swarm will then move to a new home such as a
cosy rotting oak tree. The oak tree may well have been
chosen before the swarm left the original hive. It is thought that ‘scout’ bees check out the
surrounding area for suitable sites so that the time spent out in the open is minimized.

Though the new nest site may be a highly desirable residence in which to raise the next
generation of workers, the colony may not last very long. Space is probably not an issue
because bees are more than capable of removing rotten wood, but disease is a problem. Any
competent beekeeper will check their brood for diseases such as deformed wing virus and will
also disinfect the hive to ensure that varroa mites don’t get a foothold there. A wild bee
colony does not have that protection and is most likely to succumb to the varroa mite within a
couple of years or so.

But let’s take a leaf out of Eric Idle’s book and look on the bright side. | visited the churchyard
recently and | am pleased to report that the dead hedge is alive and well. I’m not talking about
the hedge at the back of the churchyard that was layed last year, though that one is now
looking magnificent. The dead hedge is the constructed hedge in the twitten that is alive in a
different sense. The first thing | noticed is that bracken is growing in it. Bracken is quite
invasive and difficult to remove so should probably be dealt with next spring. The next thing |
noticed was that there were a lot of insects in and around the hedge. Whilst not being
desirable to most people, a lot of insects are a sign of a healthy ecosystem, and they show that
there is a lot of detritus for them to feed on. They in turn will feed the birds and small
mammals that inhabit the churchyard.

The most noticeable thing about the hedge though, is that it is now smaller than it was. This
shows that the hedge is fulfilling its main purpose which is to get rid of small branches that
would be difficult to compost and would take a long time to break down. As the hedge gets
smaller, this year’s crop of small branches can be added to the top as the insects and worms
and other creatures of the soil deal with the rotting stuff at the bottom.

And finally, | have found a couple of insects that | have never seen before, both moths. The
first | found in the carpark at the village hall - a caterpillar of the Vapourer moth. Last night |
put out the moth trap and found a moth called Lilac Beauty. Both are very pretty moths and |
will post their photos on Pett Nature Facebook and WhatsApp groups.
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