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Gardening Club Notes - December 2025 by june Harris

The focus as the year draws to a close is the Christmas Party, on the 19", which most of our
members are looking forward to... Next year, however, is not far away. Our first meeting of
the year will be on Tuesday January 13" at 7.30 p.m. in the Catherine Holman Room

at Pett Village Hall. The meeting will include Subscription Renewal. If anyone is thinking of
joining the club, or just trying it out, please do come along and see what we do. The annual
subscription is £10, or £3 for one session. We will also be welcoming our first speaker of the
year, Dr. Richard Claxton, with a talk entitled “Gardening for Health”.

The Committee would like to thank all our members for their continuing support, kindness and

generosity throughout the year, without which... We wish you all a Healthy and Happy New
Year!




Happy New Year to
You All!

Donna and Loulsa

Dear Editors

Firstly, thanks to all who came to the quiz; we raised an amazing £533 so thank you all for
coming and your generosity.

Secondly a huge thank you to everyone for kindly donating to Surviving Christmas whilst we sang
carols, commencing on a warm and surprisingly dry evening. Thanks to all those who came and
sang it was great fun. Over the two evenings we raised £325.60.

Hope you all had a lovely Christmas.

Best wishes Becky

Dear Editors

Just to say, what a wonderful piece of artwork from 8-year-old Eleanor for the December cover.
How about some more children’s contributions, maybe for Easter?

Happy New Year and thank you for your ongoing work for the Pett and Pett Level News.

From Tony Howard.

Dear Residents

Many thanks for your continued custom and support for the Old Butcher’s Shop over the past
year, we very much appreciate it.

For those we have yet to meet, you may not realise just how many different products we stock
to cover things that you suddenly run out of. One of the most frequent comments we receive is,
‘| have been driving past for years, and you actually have everything | need". If you are unable
to get to us, we do offer a free home delivery service within Pett, available six days a week.

However, whilst the business has grown, we have noticed over the last 12 months a drop in
footfall on a Saturday afternoon. People comment, "l didn't realise you would still be open, |
thought butchers shut at lunchtime” (as quite a number do). After much deliberation and
breaking down figures, we have decided that from January we will close at 1pm on Saturdays.
This will allow us all to achieve a better work life balance (one of us has school age children to
find childcare for) and to maybe attend some more village events, which by the time we

have closed, have generally finished. We will of course continue to monitor your feedback. The
staff have all been offered additional hours on other days.

Thank you again for your support and we would like to take this opportunity to wish you a
Happy New Year.

Sarah Whiteman
The Old Butchers Shop

Rod and Heather are so grateful for all the offers of help, good wishes and general
neighbourliness shown by their friends during the period of Heather’s major open-heart surgery
recently.

Reports that surgeons were unable, even after a third attempt, to find a heart are much
exaggerated!’

Rod and Heather

The New Beach Club
2026 Gigs and events

Sunday 18" January 2026
Paradise Duo 3pm

Friday January 23" 2026
Burns Night with Martin Ray 6.30pm

Sunday January 25t 2026
Charlotte Hoy 3pm




News from St Michael’s Hospice

Play with purpose

If you’re looking for a fun way to remember someone special in 2026, why not consider playing
the Hospice’s weekly Lottery? For just £1 a week, you could take out a Lottery number in
memory of someone you miss and support your local Hospice at the same time.

Sign up today at stmichaelshospice.com/lottery or call 01424 456384 and you could be the
next £2,000 top prize winner.

Can you display a collection pot?

Are you a local business or part of a club, committee or group? If you’re looking for an easy
way to support St Michael’s Hospice - why not grab one of their collection pots? It’s simple to
sign up, just email fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com to request a pot, they’ll drop it off,
you collect spare change, and when it’s full, the Hospice will swing by to pick it up again -
easy. No hassle - just an effortless way to make a big difference for your local Hospice.

St Michael’s Hospice Thursday Coffee Stop and Saturday Social

St Michael’s Hospice understands how hard it can feel to reach out, especially if you’re feeling
lonely. That’s why they warmly invite you to their Thursday Coffee Stop which happens every
Thursday from 10am - 12pm, in the Hospice Café. Or their Saturday Social, which takes place on
the last Saturday of every month from 10am - 12pm in the Arthur Easton Centre (TN38 OLB).
These informal events are a welcoming space to meet others and have chats, all whilst sipping
tea and eating cake. Everyone is welcome. To find out more,

visit stmichaelshospice.com/event-diary or call them on 01424 445177.

A a n d O Alan Danskin Maintenance & Restoration

Boilers & Plumbing Services Your local Handyman

For all plumbing Tiling & Flooring
services from air source Decorating
heat pumps to tap Flat Packs & Shelving
repairs, boilers and No Job Too Small
heating system repairs A professional, reliable & friendly
Gas safe registered service
Andy Goodsell 25 years experience
Fully insured

4 Rectory Park, Pett Rd, Pett

Free Estimates

07809 573389 Call Alan on 07748 692168

Pett Level Preservation Trust News January 2026

Southern Water

The water issue that | reported previously was finally attended to by Southern Water. They
discovered that their mains water pipe (apparently installed in the 1970s) that crossed the
nature reserve in the area of the Drinkers Path had developed a leak. However, they started
work on repairs before informing the Trust or indeed seeking permission. Soon two massive
holes were dug between the RMC and the New Beach Club before meetings could be arranged to
address the issue with Southern Water staff and Trustees. Damage was also caused by tracked
vehicles travelling over sensitive habitat (including the area where orchids were first sighted in
2024) and parts of the Beach Club car park also suffered. Abject apologies were forthcoming
after the Southern Water CEO became involved. In addition, damage to the Trust land and to
the car park was made good as far as possible and some financial compensation

offered. Hopefully lessons learned by Southern Water!

Shortly after, the bio-beads release and subsequent pollution of Camber Sands beach came to
light, piling even more pressure on Southern Water. There was no direct impact on the
Trust’s land, but the two episodes shone a bright light on our dependence on a healthy

and well-maintained water infrastructure. Local organisation Strandliners played a

massive voluntary role in highlighting the bio-bead release and in the subsequent clean-

up operation. Well done Andy Dinsdale and the Strandliners team (strandliners.org.uk).

Rescue of the plastic chair

Four volunteers, assisted by a grappling hook, managed, with some effort, to remove a plastic
chair that had been tossed by some uncaring folk into the bramble below the Observation Post.
It wasn’t the easiest of tasks, requiring several attempts to secure the grappling hook around
the chair. A prolonged battle with vicious bramble bushes that were reluctant to give up the
chair then ensued, whilst the volunteers tried to avoid plummeting headfirst down into the
thicket. Success was eventually achieved but not before the chair lost a

leg; thankfully volunteers managed to keep their own! A second chair, also tossed off the cliff
but landing in a more accessible position, will be removed at the work party on 14 December.
Volunteers are working one Sunday in every month now. The November work party focussed on
the area surrounding the pond near Glen View Cottage. The removal of bramble and sycamore
and alder saplings is taking up most of the volunteers’ work. It does seem to be a never-
ending task but we will be employing contractors to assist at some stage in the early Spring. If
you fancy joining in with the volunteers, please contact Martin King (details below).

Wildlife

Trustee Cliff Dean recorded both mistle and song thrush singing in the area around Toot Rock
along with lots of blackbirds, blue tits and 16 chiffchaffs! Robins too have been tuning up, as
have the much rarer Cetti’s warblers, and ravens persistently croaking on their regular
journeys across the nature reserve. Most plants are yet to show any flowers, but some very
late vipers bugloss was noted on the old tennis court.

2026 Garden Party

We are on for our Garden Party 2026! This year’s, held on 21 June 2025 at Marsham Farm, was a
huge success and much enjoyed by all. So much so that Trustee Caroline Turk

has generously agreed to host and organise it again this summer. It’s going to be bigger and
better than ever and bound to be a sellout. Details are being worked out so stay tuned.

Happy New Year

Finally, a very Happy New Year to all our friends, supporters and Trustees. Please do continue
your support of the PLPT throughout 2026 and invite friends or colleagues to join us.

For the latest news follow us on Instagram and Facebook or visit our web

site www.pettlevelpreservationtrust.org.uk




Hannington Gilbert & Co Ltd

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electrical Contractors

ey Serving your community for 60 years <vECA
Y, ' ¥ Advice and estimates free of charge

g! 2025 \= RECCY

All Electrical Work Undertaken: "'i'.‘.i:?

LED Lighting / Electrical Inspections / Fire Alarms o

EV Chargers / CCTV / Solar PV & Battery Storage TRUS":/:ARK

info@hanningtongilbert.co.uk

01424 428696

www.hanningtongilbert.co.uk

The . -
Highest Quality =~
Eyewear

Competitively Priced

01424 316 117

Frames: Traditional & Designer

Lenses: Single Vision, Bifocal & Varifocal, Poer Bist Sisses.
Clear, Transitions and Polarised TN3S 41B

Computer Glasses

Inishwood, Pett Road,

Email

richard@eyemasters.co.uk

Phone for an appointment - Please bring your prescription www.eyemasters.co.uk

Church News

Firstly, the church PCC would like to thank all who supported our two village carol
singing sessions and the Carols by Candlelight service at the church. We raised £564.10 for
Hastings-based charity Surviving Christmas, which does such excellent work.

Benefice reorganisation.

I'm pleased to say that the Church Commissioners have now approved the formation of a new
Benefice consisting of Winchelsea, Icklesham & Pett, to come into operation on the 1%

of January 2026. This means that the former benefice of Fairlight and Pett will cease to exist.
Fairlight will instead, form a new benefice with Westfield and Guestling to be known as the
Benefice of Westfield, Guestling and Fairlight.

What does this mean in practical terms? Well, for the past 4 years, the Revd Jonathan Meyer,
who was rector at Winchelsea until his retirement in February 2025, looked after our two
churches in Pett. This arrangement worked well, and good relationships were built up with the
communities of Icklesham and Winchelsea. It therefore seemed logical to formalise this
relationship, and an application was made to the Bishop of Chichester and the Church
Commissioners to create a new benefice. This is a complicated legal process, which is why it
has taken over 18 months to complete. Happily, all will be in place as we welcome our new
Rector, Nathanael Hayler in January.

New Rector - Revd Nathanael Hayler

The Bishop of Chichester will formally install and licence our new Rector, Nathanael Hayler on
Wednesday 28" January 2026, 7.30pm in St Thomas’ church, Winchelsea. If you wish to attend
this service, please let me know - my contact details are below.

Building works

It was lovely to welcome folk back to church in December after a break of 6 months whilst
repairs and renovations were being undertaken. As our Treasurer has reported in previous
issues, pigeons in the spire were causing considerable damage, but I’'m happy to report that a
pest removal company has humanely removed the pigeons and fitted grills to the windows to
prevent further access. They also carried out another deep clean, so | hope that this has solved
the problem once and for all. You may have noticed that the church clock stopped for over a
week in December, this was due to the parts of the clock becoming stuck with pigeon poo! Our
thanks go to ‘Dave the Clock’, who looks after the clock for us, and who managed to ensure
the clock was in working order for Christmas.

Our fundraising continues apace - the recent removal of pigeons, grill installation and cleaning
set us back £2K and we have just paid the final invoice for builders George Stone Ltd and our
architects, amounting to £17K, although there will be an additional £3K to pay

for a replacement rain water downpipe and hopper on the spire, scaffold

hire and the repointing of the chimney to the rear of the church, and this will hopefully be
carried out in the new year. We will also be claiming 6K in grants.

We are extremely grateful to all of you who have contributed so far to our fundraising. If
you would like to donate, please contact our Treasurer, Mrs Heather Godwin on 07977100296.
Thank you for any help you can give.

John Case, Churchwarden, Churches in Pett & Pett Level
Email: churchwardenforpett@gmail.com
Mobile: 07536998530




Sell Your Home
with Confidence

With 30 years of experience,

7 offices, and expert local

knowledge, we connect sellers with serious buyers to achieve

the best price for your property quickly and professionally.

Your Trusted
Partner in Sel]ing
Your Property

01424 442 443
01424 225588
01797 224 000
01424 774 440

0 @ @rushwittwilson

www.rushwittwilson.co.uk

Since 1993, we've been helping people successfully
sell their homes across 1066 Country and the
Weald of Kent. Our deep local roots and decades
of experience ensure your property is marketed to
the right buyers with expert support every step of
the way.

01797 253 555
01580 762 927
01424 446 916
01424 430 O

1866 @ relocation

Country agent network

PLIRB 2026 New Boat Appeal

Firstly, we would like to wish everyone all the very best for 2026. This year is set to be hard
work for the PLIRB team as our current main boat will be due for replacement for the 2027
season, so 2026 calls for a lot of fundraising!

As we are sure most of you know, we are one of around 85 INDEPENDENT lifeboats up and down
the country. This means we are not funded by the RNLI or the government, so every single
penny we spend on running costs and equipment we must raise ourselves.

This year, in addition to covering those operating costs, we will be focusing on raising
the one hundred and fifty thousand pounds (£150k) that will be needed for the new lifeboat.

The Maritime Coastguard Agency guide lays down a raft of specifications that the chosen boat
needs to meet. Throughout the year we will be working with a number of prospective
manufacturers to understand their product and ensure that it matches not only the

MCA requirements but our PLIRB operational requirements as well.

One hundred and fifty thousand pounds is a lot to raise; currently we have achieved about 25%
of this, so we still have a long way to go.

The boat itself will be a completely different method of construction as the world moves away
from glass reinforced plastic (GRP) and all its environmental issues. The new vessel will still be
a RIB but will feature an aluminium hull and D-shaped sponsons (the big round orange bits on
the side). This will provide us with a lot more operating room and storage which we currently
do struggle with. The engine technology will change to a much more efficient 4-stroke unit,

continued on page 13
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again cleaner and more economical. All the
electronics will need to be updated with the

latest technology for operation over the next 10 years,
this will also include the latest version of our

crew communication system and helmets, essential for
communication between the crew, the boat,
coastguard, our base and the beach.

to TN31, TN34, TN35,

% TN36, TN37 & TN38
or Click & Collect

The increase in space will enable us to increase our
range, endurance and capability in numerous areas,
including first aid, the size of vessels which we can
tow, and the number of people we can
accommaodate. We will continue to ensure we remain a
worthy asset to be called upon by the UK coastguard to
those in need in this area 24/7, 365 days a year.

A family-run sustainable Butcher

in Pett sewlng Ioca"y-reared beef' So how can you help? Well, it all comes down to money, whether through sponsorship events

lamb and free-l’ange pOI"k. that you can organise, small donations, or larger gifts and grants, every spare penny
oldbutcherspe“ co.uk raised throughout 2026 will go towards the new boat. You can donate via
01424 812148 'VL(AS s our website, or simply scan the QR code below, to set up a one-time donation, or spread your

shop@oldbutcherspett.co.uk € support with monthly donations. For those of us who aren’t tech-savvy, you can also send

: * Local produce from dairy and bakery i i
Pett Road, Guestling, TN35 4EX 5 wamsonsl F0E il etiotibiing a cheque if you prefer. Please make it out to Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat

@ Follow us for updates, offers & promotions ¢ General groceries

Association and send it to:
@oldbutcherspett * Newspapers and stamps PLIRB Financial Officer, 40 Brede Valley View, Icklesham, East Sussex, TN36 4DA

Thank you, as always for your continued help and support.

r h
@ KR WINDOWS LTD - Toby Sims

Installers of Rehau u.p.v.c and Smart Aluminum

Conservatories Aluminum bi folds
Porches Handles
Windows Hinges

Doors Sealed Units
Solidor and rock door composite doors
All work Guaranteed. Over 20 years Experience.
Fensa Registered Company
Call Kev for a free estimate and advice on:

07970 207914 S —

kevinross969@hotmail.com g y
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Gardever

"Flowers always make people better, happier, and more
helpful; they are sunshine, food and medicine for the soul.”

Luther Burbank




Food Intolerance Testing

?’J’ Tumer Carah Rt‘(((}(-(( ré;’\g?

Are you suffering with IBS, Headaches,

ALL ASPECTS OF Bloating, Stomach Pains and Fatigue?
These are just a few of the symptoms caused
TREE WORK by food intolerances.
CONT CTOR | can carry out a pain free, non-invasive test to
| A -1 )
MOW'NG - LOGG'NG help pinpoint potentially harmful foods.
FENCING Please have a look at my reviews on Trustpilot

‘Sarah Bragoli Food Intolerance Testing’

FREE
ESTIMATES

Don’t delay, book today!

enquires@sarahbragoli-fit.co.uk
07810 044750
www.sarahbragoli-fit.co.uk

0 78 1 6 28 5 6 1 8 Based in Friars Hill, Guestling

Please note there are no tide tables in
this issue as the Environment Agency
had not updated these by the time we
went to press. Below is the link to the
government website.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ry
e-harbour-tide-times
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Coffee Morning and Community Library

Please come and join us at Pett Village Hall on the first Wednesday of every month.
There is always a delicious selection of homemade cakes!

Our Library is free to join, we have over 200 books which are refreshed regularly
Robert from East Sussex Hearing will be there for your NHS hearing aid needs and batteries.
The Jigsaw library has a large selection of puzzles to suit all tastes.

There is always a member of the Parish Council on hand should you wish to speak with
them. 500 Club Winners will be drawn during the morning.

All proceeds are donated to charity so please come and join us; we would love to see you!

Board Game Evening

15t Thursday of every month at

Pett Village Hall 7pm to 9pm
£2 per person

Come and enjoy a fun evening playing games with others and hopefully learning to
play a few new ones! We have a selection of games on offer, or you can bring your
own to share.

Come with family/friends or on your own. Everyone is welcome.

Enjoy a digital detox, stimulate your brain, share a laugh with others and reduce
your stress levels.

Tea and coffee provided, or you can bring your own refreshments

15
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Yoga for All with Robin

in Fairlight End Garden, Pett Village Hall, and Fairlight End

Studio, Pett

Enhance your fitness AND your sense of calm and wﬁjing in

beautiful surroundings

Classes will be held in Fairlight End Garden when weather allows, and

in Pett Village Hall and Fairlight End Studio when it doesn‘t!

Classes.are Mondays 6-7.30 pnqnd Thursdays 9.30-11 am. ‘

For more details.
contact robin@robinhuttyoga.co.uk or text 07
“on https://www.robinhuttyoga.

*International Yoga Alliance Diploma and

ok a place :

Private and home training also undertaken
ning International Diploma.10 years' teaching experience.

BEACH
CLUB

Q Free Venue Hire to Members

Bar & Kitchen on the Beach
Home of the New Beach Sea Angling Club

Pett Level, Hastings, TN35 4EH

info@thenew hi
01424 812080

www. thenewbeachclub.co.uk
Facebook.com/ newbeachclub

Regularly Changing Guest
Ales

Weekly and Monthly Social
Events

B, i

Regular Live Music

Free Wi-Fi

Annual Membership

Kk New Members:
Individual: £32, Joint: £52

Existing Members:
Individual: £30, Joint: £50
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Pett Parish Council Update

The council met in December, primarily to agree the budget for the financial year 2026-27. As |
wrote last month, it has been necessary to increase the precept to cover the cost of running the
toilets at Pett Level. This covers the coming financial year and will also maintain the level of
reserves at the correct level after more has been spent on emptying the septic tank at the
toilets than was predicted on the budget for the current financial year. When you receive the
information about your council tax, you will see what seems to be a very large percentage
increase in the parish council precept. However, the amount you will have to pay if you have a
band D house will work out at about £2 a week, still a small proportion of your total council tax.

The budget will be available on Pettnet, so you will be able to see on what the council spends
your money. | am sure you will agree with me that it is important for the council to remain
solvent and not get into the position of some other councils, which are now bankrupt.

The Pett Level toilets were again discussed at the meeting. A quote has now been
received for rectifying the internal leaks and arrangements are in progress to clear the ditch at
the back of the toilets. Other possible measures to reduce the amount of waste that has to be
collected, and therefore the related cost, are being investigated. It is also worth reporting that
the sum put in the donations boxes is usually between £50 and £100 a month. While this is not
enough to pay for the maintenance, it is a welcome contribution to the cost.

One of the council’s main responsibilities is the maintenance of the recreation ground,
as well as some of the verges in the village. | hope all will find that this is done well. For
example, the hedges at the recreation ground have recently been cut and the quality of the
grass there is high as a result of regular mowing. | am also glad to see that dog owners are, in
general, very responsible and there is very little pollution. This is partly because there is a dog
waste bin, which is regularly emptied; the cost is covered by the precept.

Local government reorganisation was again discussed at the council meeting. The
government has put out a consultation document about the structure of local government in
Sussex. It is possible for individuals, as well as organisations, to respond. The web link is
https: //www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-east-
sussex-and-brighton-and-hove-and-west-sussex and the closing date is 11 January. If you look
there, you will see that four different structures have been proposed by the various councils in
Sussex. The option favoured by the parish council is that put forward by East Sussex County
Council and Rother District Council, as well as other councils in East Sussex. This is for there to
be two unitary authorities in East Sussex, one essentially covering the present county council
area and the other Brighton and Hove.

What is still not clear is whether there will be a layer of government between the
unitary authority and parish and town councils. There are proposals being discussed for
neighbourhood area councils (NACs), which will include representatives of the police, fire
services, the NHS and possibly others as well as representatives from town and parish councils.
However, these will have no power. Rother Association of Local Councils (RALC) has a working
party looking at this and its main focus is on how these will be financed and, perhaps more
importantly, how communication between the different layers of government will be handled.
It is, incidentally, also not yet clear whether there will be a successor to RALC and, if there is,
what form it will take.

Last month, | thanked all those who serve the community of Pett and Pett Level. As we
enter a new year, | wish everyone success in their activities. It is notable that, unlike some
other parishes where the village hall is underused, it is sometimes difficult to book our village
hall because it is so well used. So, particular thanks to the village hall committee for all their
work. Incidentally, you may like to know that the last installment of the loan for building the
hall has recently been paid.

David Penfold, Chair, Pett Parish Council
17




Swedish Massage
Hot Stones T herapy
Reflexology
Daon Turner qndian Head Massage
Traditional Usui Reiki

Home Visits and Gift Vouchers Available

1 Watermill Lane
Pett, East Sussex
TN354HZ
01424 812740 / 07901 591696
dawnannturner@icloud.com
massagehastings.com

Registered member of the Federation of Holistic Therapists

BRAMLEY & TEAL
HOLIDAY COTTAGES

Join our fantastic collection
of properties in Kent & Sussex

Do you currently own a property in Kent or Sussex, with a view to venturing into the holiday letting business?
We've got a dedicated team ready to help you, and help make a success of your property!

www.bramleyandteal.couk

Partof the £ TRAVELCHAPTER
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— The Happy Home
" Fe NE | Celebrating the Chinese New Year

d( S h U | Happy New Year to you! For people throughout Southeast Asia,
and for Chinese communities and families everywhere in the
° 8 world, celebrating the Chinese New Year is a very special event.
L IV' n g It can be quite confusing that the Chinese year starts
on the 4th February, being based on the Solar calendar that is
familiar to us, yet it is only rarely celebrated on that day. This is
because the celebration of the Chinese New Year, sometimes termed the Spring Festival, is
based on the Lunar calendar. It always begins on the second new moon following the Winter
solstice, which this year is the 17th February. In other years it would begin some time between
the 20th January and 20th February. Chinese New Year festivities continue for fifteen days,
ending at full moon with the Lantern Festival. The first seven days are considered a public
holiday, but many people take a holiday break for the full fortnight.

Happy Chinese New Year Customs
For several days before New Year’s Eve, traditional customs take place in Chinese
households with fervent activity in preparation for the festivities.

People would go out and buy new clothes to wear for the New Year celebrations, to represent a
fresh start and bring the wearer good fortune in the year ahead. Vibrant colours like red, gold,
purple and orange are favoured choices to bring luck, wealth and health. Black

and white clothes are unpopular, being associated with mourning.

Homes would be thoroughly cleaned, and floors swept throughout to banish any bad

luck and make way for incoming good fortune. Red decorations would appear everywhere, in
rooms, across windows and on doors. The colour red is considered to be a most lucky colour in
Chinese culture and sometimes thought to ward off evil spirits. It represents success,
happiness, prosperity and vitality, and it dominates everywhere during New Year celebrations.

Chinese New Year's Eve is an occasion for families to gather for their annual reunion dinner.
This huge feast is a noisy, exuberant occasion with much laughter and fun, continuing

until firecrackers and fireworks are set off at midnight to scare away evil and welcome in New
Years Day. Grown-ups and elders of the family give red envelopes, filled with ‘lucky’ money to
the children and unmarried young relatives as a symbol of good fortune. These family festivities
continue for at least the next two days during the holiday.

New Year’s Day is typically a time for visiting senior relatives of the family and close friends,
always bringing auspicious presents and exchanging good wishes. Visitors never come empty-
handed. They would usually bring festive gifts that represent abundance and positivity for the
recipients, especially oranges, mandarins, tangerines, kumquats or satsumas, which

resemble ‘lucky gold wealth’, also food hampers and sweet delicacies that symbolise enjoying a
sweet life.

Continued on page 21
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