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And now its February. As | write this however, it is still January and currently a very wet and wild
day down on the Level. My dog was almost blown away! On a personal level, January is proving
very hectic for both Donna and |, we are keeping our fingers crossed that things will calm down
soon.

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new Rector, Nathanael Hayler. Hopefully
we will see him at one of the Coffee Mornings at Pett Village Hall before too long.

In other news, the beach at Pett Level has been awash with onions and garlic. | know that our
MP, Helena Dollimore is trying to find out who is responsible for the spillage so we will keep you
posted.

Here’s looking forward to Spring bringing better weather and longer days!

Donna and Loulsa

Coffee Morning and Community Library

gl g R

Please come and join us at Pett Village Hall on the first Wednesday of every
month. There is always a delicious selection of homemade cakes!

Our Library is free to join, we have over 200 books which are refreshed
regularly.

Robert from East Sussex Hearing will be there for your NHS hearing aid
needs and batteries.

The Jigsaw library has a large selection of puzzles to suit all tastes.

There is always a member of the Parish Council on hand should you wish to
speak with them. 500 Club Winners will be drawn during the morning.

All proceeds are donated to charity so please come and join us; we would
love to see you!

Pett Parish Council Update

The council met in January and agreed the budget for the financial year 2026-27. | will repeat
what | said last month. The precept for the parish council will have increased by a large
percentage, almost completely owing to expenditure on the Pett Level toilets. However, for a
band D house this will work out at about £2 a week, still a small proportion of your total council
tax. | would also like to remind you that the budget will be available on Pettnet, as indeed are
all agendas, minutes and council policies. At the January meeting the council also agreed the
latest details of information available from the council under the Freedom of Information Act,
which will be posted on the net. Anything that is not on the website can always be requested
from the clerk. Depending what the item is and how you want to receive it (electronically or on
paper), there may be a small charge.

The Pett Level toilets were again discussed at the meeting. A quote has now been received for
clearing the ditch at the back of the toilets and round the side of the car park; this has been
accepted. The District Council’s tree officer is looking to see how any effect on the mimosa
tree at the side of the car park can be minimised. While this and the work to reduce leakage
are quite expensive, it is hoped that they will reduce the amount of waste that has to be
collected and therefore the related long-term cost.

As | have noted previously, the council is looking into replacing the slide in the children’s
playground. As well as this, it is applying for grants from some of the local supermarket chains
that support local developments, so that other activities can be added.

It has been noted that an oak tree appears to have been very poorly pruned on the right-hand
side of the road about halfway between the recreation ground and the top of Chick Hill. It is
not clear who authorised this or carried it out, nor why; the council is trying to find out. This
brings up the general point that, if you are planning to have trees pruned or taken down
completely, please make sure, first, that the tree is not protected and, second, that you use a
qualified arborologist in order that any work does not unnecessarily damage the tree. You also
need to make sure that there are no bats using the tree, nor any nesting birds during the
nesting season (1 March to 1 September).

I will not say anything more about local government reorganisation at present as there have
been no recent developments. However, both the clerk and | have joined the RALC (Rother
Association of Local Councils) working group, which has the aim of making proposals as to how
town and parish councils will communicate with the next tier of local government once district
councils disappear. As part of this, the group is planning to work alongside other districts in East
Sussex and to hear from officers of other counties where the reorganisation has already taken
place.

Flooding continues to be an issue. It was good to see that measures taken at Marsham Brook
Lane meant that, during recent heavy rainfall, there was no flooding. There are, however, still
issues at the bottom of Chick Hill and it is hoped to take steps to rectify the situation there.
The other place where there has been flooding is opposite the Two Sawyers as the houses on
the south side of the road are some way below the level of the road and the drains do not
appear to be working efficiently or may not have the required capacity. This has been reported
to Highways and it is hoped that the situation will be discussed.

Planning was, as usual, also on the council’s agenda. It was noted that no progress had been
made regarding the unauthorised work on the cliffs at Pett Level or the apparent misuse of the
former Stamco field. The Rother planning committee has postponed its consideration of the
application for 35 houses at Wakeham’s Farm. While this is in Fairlight, both the construction of
the houses and the effect of the development on traffic once it is built is likely to have its
effect on Pett.

David Penfold, Chair, Pett Parish Council
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FREE VALUATIONS by Charles

SELLING IN PETT & PETT LEVEL
FOR 24 YEARS

PROFESSIONAL, PROACTIVE &
TRUSTWORTHY

Charles & Co.
YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE SPECIALIST

Tel: 01424 259675

il: charles@charlesco.uk - Web: www.charlesco.uk

Church News - February

We welcome our new Rector, Revd Nathanael Hayler

By the time you read this the Induction and Collation service for our new Rector, Revd
Nathanael Hayler will have taken place at St Thomas’ Church in Winchelsea. This is a formal
ceremony in the church of England where a new priest is officially licensed to service in a parish
or benefice.

Nathanael will now have responsibility for the three parishes of Icklesham, Pett and
Winchelsea, which make up the newly formed Benefice. Nathanael’s first service for Pett will
be on Sunday 1% February, at the 8.30am service at St Nicholas in Pett Level. He will then lead
our 9.30am service at St Mary & St Peter Church in Pett on Sunday 15 February - see the
service calendar in this magazine for details of all the services in the Benefice for February.
Please do show your support for Nathanael as he begins his ministry in Pett and Pett Level.

Farewell to our Treasurer

Very sadly, our Treasurer, Heather Godwin, has made the decision to step down after 3 years in
the post. Heather has been an exceptional treasurer and has managed the church finances in an
exemplary way. Finding good church treasurers is not an easy task and Heather will be a very
hard act to follow. During her time, she has supported the church in so many ways - driving
forward grant applications to support the building works, growing the Friends

membership base and dealing with the numerous invoices for the recent building works, to
name just three. This will come as no surprise to those of you who know Heather. If you want
something done, she is the person who will make sure it gets done, and her drive and
enthusiasm, and sense of humour will be missed by the Parochial Church Council. Heather was
also very highly thought of by the Chichester Diocese staff, as evidenced by several emails |
have received, including this lovely comment from Daniel Lee, the Church Buildings Support
Officer based in Hove - ‘please do pass on mine and the Diocese’s best to Heather - she is
regarded highly amongst the team and will be missed’. | can echo Daniel’s comment - Heather
will be missed, and | would like to publicly acknowledge and thank her for all the hard work and
dedication she has given to the church over the past 3 years. Her work as Treasurer will have a
lasting legacy for the church and the village community.

As | commented above, finding a replacement for Heather will be a difficult task, but ’'m
pleased to say that Alison Evans, a member of our PCC has very kindly agreed to step into the
breach until we are able to appoint a new Treasurer on a more permanent basis. Thank you,
Alison. With Heather’s help, and with assistance from Winchelsea’s Treasurer, David Harris, Ali
is now finding her way around the role.

John Case

Churchwarden, St Mary & St Peter Church in Pett and St Nicholas in Pett Level
Nine Acres, Pett Road, Pett Village, Hastings, East Sussex, TN35 4HE

Mobile: 07536998530

Email: churchwardenforpett@gmail.com

Parish Registers — St Mary & St Peter Church, Pett
Baptism
Primrose Grace Langley on Saturday 10" January 2026
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PETT FLOWER SHOW AGM

Wed 4th March 2026
7.00 pm
AT PETT VILLAGE HALL.

THE COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE

YOU
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Free Quotations ¢ Fully Insured
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The 2026 Show will be
Sat 25th July.
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Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet and Vinyl Flooring supplied and fitted.
Same choice as any shop but at up to half the price.

We can move your
furniture for you
and take away your old carpet.

For free home sample viewing and estimates
please call Stuart on 01424 855882 / 07734 659834
or email bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk

Checkatrade.com

www.bargainfloors.co.uk
Where reputation matters

Checkatrade.com

LOCKSMITHS
www.surelockhomeshastings.co.uk
01424 538013 | 07535 511112
Email: surelockhomeshastings@yahoo.co.uk

Surelock Homes - your local locksmiths in Hastings
We supply a range of locksmith services.
NO call-out charge  OAP discounts * BS3621 locks
and reduced rates for customers with disabilities.

Experienced, fully insured East Sussex locksmith services from Surelock Homes. We are a LOCAL
Hastings company delivering a personal and friendly service to both businesses
and home owners. DBS/CRB checked and N.C.F.E. Accredited.

Benefice of Winchelsea,
Icklesham & Pett

. § %

CHURCH SERVICES - FEBRUARY

SUNDAY 1st FEBRUARY

St Nicholas, Pett Level 8.30am BCP Communion
St Thomas, Winchelsea 11.00am Parish Eucharist

SUNDAY 8th FEBRUARY

All Saints & St Nicolas, Icklesham Parish Eucharist
St Thomas, Winchelsea Parish Eucharist

SUNDAY 15th FEBRUARY
St Mary & St Peter, Pett 9.30am Parish Eucharist
St Thomas, Winchelsea 11.00am Parish Eucharist

SUNDAY 22nd FEBRUARY
All Saints & St Nicolas, Icklesham 9.30am Parish Eucharist
St Thomas, Winchelsea 11.00am Parish Eucharist

www.achurchnearyou.com

For all enquiries relating to St Mary & St Peter church in Pett and
St Nicholas church in Pett Level, please contact John Case, Church-
warden either by email - churchwardenforpett@gmail.com
or by phone on 07536998530




It's time to
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With award-winning not-for-profit care homes,
longer trial stays and Home for Life funding assurance.

Finally, care that feels good to Mum.
And to you.

Whitegates
Westfield
01424 232 396

oreensleeves
Ceare

Board Game Evening

15t Thursday of every month at

Pett Village Hall 7pm to 9pm
£2 per person

Come and enjoy a fun evening playing games with others and
hopefully learning to play a few new ones!

We have a selection of games on offer, or you can bring your
own to share.

Come with family/friends or on your own
Everyone is welcome.

Enjoy a digital detox, stimulate your brain, share a laugh
with others and reduce your stress levels.

Tea and coffee provided, or you can bring your own
refreshments

SCRABBLE'
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News from PLIRB

The winter months seem to get busier as the years go by, so there is plenty to update you on.

Wanedale Pest Control @

BOOK A DEMO

& Drainage Solutions

ALL PESTS UNDERTAKEN

Free quote
Fully Qualfied & Insured
Domestic & Commercial
Bird Proofing & Cleaning
Affordable Prices
Drain Cloaning & Jetting
CCTV Drain Surveys

First Aid

Most of the volunteer team at PLIRB are qualified First Aiders, having completed the Maritime
Casualty Care course. This requires recertification every three years, so back in November
twelve of us took part in this gruelling three-day course; a mixture of newbies and those doing
the course and sitting the exams for the second time in order to recertify. The next twelve will
follow in August 2026 on a rolling programme. We covered an exciting mix, with lots of scenario
training and running assessments. The best part was that, at the end of the three days, all
twelve students passed - even though we were called to attend a shout in the middle of the
first day! Well done everyone.

The Build

Progress continues with our extension build and we are hoping to break ground sometime in
March, with a 16 to 20 week build time, so should be ready and serviceable for the start of the
summer months. We would like to apologise in advance to our wonderful neighbours for

any additional noise or disruption during the build; we will invite you to the opening as a token
of our appreciation.

01424 256042 L ol NeY T - ViKY WIS ! 4

07816 220229 : ” m

FANCY IT UP - VICKY MAY

07761 892304
TORMAY@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

wanedalepestcontrol@yahoo.co.uk

www.wanedalepestcontrol.co.uk
MCA Approval

As many of you will know, we have been working hard over the past 18 months to gain Marine
Coastguard Agency (MCA) approval of our operation. We are so pleased to tell you that this has
now been achieved, thanks to the hard work and effort of the entire team.

Our systems have been tested and approved, our boat has been tested and approved, our
training has been tested and approved and, last but not least, our shore crew, boat crew and
management have been tested and approved.

Well done to everyone, a major achievement for PLIRB and its volunteers.

Play with purpose in 2026
by joining St Michael’s

Finally, please don’t forget our 2026 new boat appeal. We know that £150K is a big
ask, but please donate what you can, either online, scanning the QR code below, or by

Hospice Lottery sending a cheque to the address below. We know times are tough, but small amounts add up, so
UNIT 6, QUARRY FARM, BODIAM, EAST SUSSEX, TN32 5RA please do what you can. Thank you.
Specialist Memorial Masons Yl e the vext Please make cheques out to Pett Level Independent

£2,000 top prize Lottery winner?

serving Kent & Sussex Rescue Boat Association and send it to:

For just £1 a week, you could win up to £2,000 - with 58

. New memorials cash prize winners every Friday. PLIRB Financial Officer
+ Renovations All profits go towards supporting the community of 40 BrEde Valley View
+ Cleaning Hastings and Rother to live well with dying, death and loss. Icklesham
« Additional inscriptions East Sussex
Visit lottery.stmichaelshospice.com/ TN36 4DA

+ BRAMM listed register to sign up.
« All memorial fixers are City & Guilds qualified
+ 20 year stability guarantee on all new memorials

Gen
Tel 01580 831855 Players must be 18+
2 Please play responsibly
E-Mail: enquiries@yewtreestone.com Registered charity no. 288462 Gamble [CFt
Web: www.yewtreestone.com
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Hastings & Rother Legal Services Ltd

Your local Estate Planning Practitioner & Funeral Planning Specialist
Regulated by the Society of Will Writers & Estate Planners

Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney, Trusts
Fixed Fee Estate Administration (Probate)
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans*
Lifetime Mortgage/Equity Release

All in the comfort of your own home

PEACE OF MIND.....that your wishes will be carried out
PROTECTION"........, for your family against rising funeral cost

AFFORDABILITY"....through a range of flexible payment options

FLEXIBILITY"......... that you can allocate your plan to someone else if necessary

Peter R Wallace FAIA, MCMI

“Glenthorne” Warren Road Fairlight TN35 4AN
Tel: 01424 813346
Mob: 07484 116384
Email: handrlegalservices@gmail.com

COASTGUARD LANE,
FAIRLIGHT, TN35 4AB

01424 813 373

We are a community Café serving
simply the best coffee, tea, cakes and
scones and home-made food using
local suppliers and local staff.
With great views over the channel
and a beautiful ambience
Visit our website at: www.coastguardcafe.co.uk
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Gardening Club Notes - January 2026 by June Harris

Our first meeting of the new year turned out to be one of our best ever, with an excellent talk
on “Gardening for Health”, from a most engaging and personable speaker, Dr. Richard
Claxton. Until last autumn Richard was a GP, having had a varied medical career over many
years. He is now the Chief Executive of the National Gardens Scheme, apparently an odd
career change, but as he explained, gardening has been an increasingly important part of his
life from his teenage years, when his mother took her extremely reluctant son to
Sissinghurst. He was told the story of its earlier owners, Vita Sackville-West and Harold
Nicholson, which enthralled him; that they had redesigned the gardens at Sissinghurst despite
their turbulent personal lives, was a revelation. He had also had a strong relationship during
childhood with his grandfather, a very keen gardener and these diverse influences

spawned his burgeoning interest in gardening. As his personal life progressed alongside his
medical career and he owned properties with gardens, gardening was first a leisure

activity, becoming also an escape from the stress of his working life as a junior doctor.

Over time Richard discovered more and more evidence of the healing powers of gardens and
gardening and realised they had been understood for many years; a monk 900 years ago having
written of the benefits, physical and mental, that “a sick man” had gained from taking in all
the plants, insects, colours and scents in his garden. More recently, Geoff Hamilton said it was
important to take the time to look at your garden and not simply focus on the work

aspect. Richard is also interested in photography and realised that in order to take a good
photo of a flower, for example, you need to focus intently on it until you’re sure you have the
best shot. During this time clearly you are “in the moment”, there is nothing else in your
world, so it is an example of “mindfulness,” nowadays much encouraged in mental health
therapy.

As a doctor, Richard experienced first-hand the worst medical aspects of the

Coronavirus epidemic. However, the adverse mental health aspects began to be better
understood, particularly the loneliness and isolation during the lock-down period. He
commented that it must have been terrible for so many families living in high-rise blocks of
flats with no access to outside space. There has since increased awareness of the importance
of access to green spaces and its benefits. During lock-down Richard became involved in an
Instagram collaboration headed by the well-known garden designer, Anne-Marie

Powell, ultimately being one of many contributors to her book “My Real Garden.” The book
details Anne-Marie’s creation of a new garden in lock-down but includes the gardening-related
stories of the other contributors’ lock-down experiences, much of the emphasis being on the
many physical and mental benefits derived from their gardens during this difficult period.

Evidence from recent studies has borne out these observations. Surgical in-patients at one
hospital recovered in two adjacent wards, one looking onto a brick wall, the other onto grass
and trees. The patients with the green outlook had lower blood pressure, needed fewer
painkillers and were ready for discharge earlier, in comparison with the patients in the ward
with no outlook. Other studies have shown that gardeners generally have physical benefits like
stronger bone density, lower blood pressure, less likelihood of developing diabetes and an
improved immune system, as well as mental benefits of a healthier brain resulting from the
many decisions gardeners make whilst gardening - their brains are “busy”.

Continued on page 19
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: £
¢ O STLocks1066@amail.co
S.T Locksmiths

Our local experienced locksmiths are fully insured and trained in
non-destructive entry techniques to get you back indoors safely.

*No call-out fee *Free quotes given
*No hidden charges «Local Family Run Business

Open 6:00am - 10:00pm

07440323523

ARCHITECTURAL AND PLANNING SERVICES

PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL DRAWINGS

« Extensions + Renovations

+ Alterations + Change of Use

* New Builds « Technical Construction Drawings
» Loft Conversions + Party Wall Surveying

TOWN PLANNING INTERIOR DESIGN

» Pre-Application Advice » Space Audits

+ Permitted Development Advice * Lighting Design

+ Submission of Planning Applications + Full Space Design

* Supporting Statements + Colour Design

—< > d5CIOB Sy ripi -y cabe
x chasroacs meruTs Ovscmsen lo ) Ao
Ru BICON Contact us fora quote or free consultation:
M: 07968729563 | a: 01303 237704

enqguiries@rubiconbc.com | www.rubiconbc.com

Chartered Building Consultancy
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Continued from page 17

Richard gave several pertinent examples of detailed research and academic studies which have
documented specific positive results in a variety of areas. The RHS has a project where
schoolchildren have access to gardening, which has evened up learning ability with less able
children catching up with their peers. Community projects where derelict land has become
public green space has reduced vandalism in the area and improved the mental attitudes of
some of the disadvantaged people working on the projects. A case study Richard himself was
involved in concerned a young man whose physical and mental health was such that he had a
catalogue of issues including diabetes, was grossly overweight, agoraphobic, uncommunicative
and depressed. Having been prescribed a 10-week garden therapy course though, he was well
on the way to becoming the person he should have been, with many of his problems resolved or
improved and signing up for a course at Hadlow College!

Richard’s medical career, combined with his considerable gardening background and his belief
in the power of gardens and gardening to transform lives, have now culminated in his new NGS
appointment. He hopes to steer the organisation down a more diverse and inclusive path, so
that, alongside the “Special” gardens, there will be more focus on “Open” allotments and more
“Group” garden offerings, to encourage many more gardeners to offer their gardens to the
scheme as well as increasing the number of gardens the general public will be able to view,
enjoy and reap so many benefits from in the process.

QOur next meeting will be on Tuesday February 10" at 7.30 in the Catherine Holman Room
at Pett Village Hall. The speaker will be Graham Blunt with a talk on “Plants for a Changing
Climate.”

The New Beach Club
2026 Gigs and events

Sunday February 1%t 3pm  Amanda Simmonds

Sunday February 15" 3pm  Kings Blues Band

Sunday February 22" 3pm  The Always Band

Sunday March 8t 3pm  Pass The Cat

Sunday March 15t 3pm  Henry Bristow- St Patrick’s Day gig
Sunday March 22™ 3pm  Sound Syndicate

Sunday April 5th 3pm  The Rockitmen

Sunday April 12th 3pm  Helter Skelter

Sunday April 19t 3pm Little Big Stone

Sunday April 26t 3pm  Gina Cassisa
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Tara Begbie

MCFHP s®
MAFHP o,

Registered Member "
of the British

Association of Foot

Health Professionals

Home Visits

For preventative and
routine footcare including
ingrowing toenails,
verrucae, callus & corns

Tel: 07984 451005

Carpets & Soft Furnishings
Expertly Cleaned

Alocal, quality service is guaranteed. We
use the very latest equipment and
cleaning methods for the best
possible results.

FREE emergency stain removal is
available to all Pett residents!

Just phone (01424) 871444
Mike will be happy to take your call

Comﬁae/d

Cleaning Services Limited

Spectalist cleaning throughout Kent & Stussex

Innovation Centre, Highfield Drive, St. Leonards-
on-Sea, TN38 SUH
. inf leani:
Website: www.con leaning.or|
Members of the National Carpet Cleaners Association,

Which? rusted Trader
WhH?) NCCA

AATIOMAL CARPYY CLLANERS ASSOCUTIOR

farnsy@hotmail.co.uk
07967 794749
01424 815241

)

Fully Qualiﬁe and Insured
One-to-One Grooming

SERVICESEMFIND US|
% Bath & Deshed Darenth
% Hand Strip Fyrsway
#Pet Trim Fairlight
#Breed Standard TN35 4BG
% Nail Clip 07715 587489
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News from St Michael’s Hospice

Stay Up to Date Throughout the Year.

With 2026 underway, the best way to keep track of what’s coming up at St Michael’s Hospice is
by visiting their website, stmichaelshospice.com/event-diary regularly. New events will be
added throughout the year, along with updates, ways to book, and ways to get involved.
Whether you’re planning ahead or looking to support the Hospice this year, their website is
your go-to hub for everything happening in 2026. All profits from the 2026 events go directly
towards supporting and enabling the community of Hastings and Rother to live well with dying,
death, and loss.

Leave a gift in your Will.

Thinking about your legacy? Even leaving just 1% to St Michael’s Hospice while keeping 99% for
your loved ones can make a huge difference. One in three patients’ care is funded through gifts
in Wills, making it a powerful way to leave a lasting impact.

Your support, big or small, is vital in helping St Michael’s Hospice support and enable the
community of Hastings and Rother live well with dying, death and loss. To find out more about
how you can get involved, visit stmichaelshospice.com/support-us or call 01424 456296.

Join Our Thursday Coffee Stop & Saturday Social.

At a time where it’s easy to feel disconnected, a simple chat over a warm drink can make a
difference. That’s exactly why St Michael’s Hospice Thursday Coffee Stop and Saturday Social
exist, to bring people together, spark conversation, and create a welcoming space for anyone
who could use a friendly moment in their week.

These gatherings aren’t just for people with
a connection to the hospice. They’re open
to everyone. Whether you come alone or
with a friend, you’ll find a space to chat and
connect with plenty of tea, coffee, and
cake. Thursday Coffee Stop happens every
Thursday in the Hospice reception at 10am
to 12pm. Saturday Social happens on the
last Saturday of every month in the Arthur
Easton Centre at the Hospice at 10am to
12pm. We’re a small, friendly, informal group
which meets every Wednesday at Pett
Methodist Church Hall, from 1-4 pm. You
don’t need any experience to join us, just
plenty of enthusiasm, an open mind and a
willingness to share ideas and skills.

Meet the Seaside Stitchers

Do you love to sew, knit, crochet,
embroider or enjoy any other form of
textile craft, but find it a bit solitary?
Would you like to meet like-minded people
who share your enthusiasm for craft? If so,
you’ll find a warm welcome at the Seaside
Stitchers!

Email commvolunteering@
stmichaelshospice.com to find out more.

For more information,
please contact Donna at
donnagilbert1@sky.com
or Tel: 01424 812185.
We’d love to have you on
board, so please get in
touch!
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