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ay thanks to the new
anager at Budgens, John,

Alan Goffee for mislaying
s letter last month, and
hope he hasn’t taken a fence.
[ upset my team of collators
st month and I apologise to
m, as the only available
ne and place for me to
llate the newsletter, fell at
ame time as the senior
uth club, I think they all
went home with headaches.
was chatting to the Cheeky
irls the other day about a
uple of forth coming
events in Hastings and Rye
and they gave me a copy of
new record cover and
asked me to remind the
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younger readers that, ‘Take
Your Shoes Off * will be
available in the shops from
the 5th May.
Late once again this month
mainly due to availability of
the printer, maybe print day
will fall on the right day of
the month, this month, who
knows.
Anyway copy date, will
definately be Monday 19th
May not that many take
much heed of that, still we
keep trying, one day maybe.
Next month we should be
able to confirm dates for the
Summer Club, including
advanced dates for Pond
Dipping and Beach Combing
which was very popular last
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"It's Your Village'' Presentation
on 12th. April 2003

Thanks to all those who
made an effort to attend,
and all who were unable to
attend but asked for a
questionnaire to fill in at
their leisure.

About 100 people came
through the door of the
village hall and 70
questionnaires were taken
of which 37 have been
returned. If you still have
a questionnaire lurking
somewhere in the house do
drop it in to Steve Tollet
or Jill Stott or leave it at
the shop with Dot or
Bogdan, we'd like to hear
your views.

From the responses
received so far, the things
that seem to be of
concern/interest to the
majority of villagers are:
1) Looking after village
facilities like the car park
and toilets Score 9/10

2) Traffic calming and
better signage to make
visitors aware that the
industrial area has ended
and they are now entering
a village Score 8.8/10

3) Improving the bus
turnaround and re-locating
the bus shelter Score8.3/10
4) Creating a village

archive and even a village
museum Score 8.3/10
There was an average score
of 6.6/10 for the other
items on the questionnaire
but the highest score of all
9.4/10 went to finding
ways of a) clearing up

the rubbish dumped around
the village and b) finding
ways of preventing it

from continuing.

There were lots of
thoughtful suggestions for
other projects and we are
particularly grateful to the
11 year old (who would
probably prefer to remain
anonymous) who took the
trouble to fill in a form -
his plea was for more
sports facilities in the
village.

One person took issue with
"the anonymous group of
people setting this up".
They obviously haven't
been reading their
newsletter since we've all
been putting in little
articles with our names on
the bottom!

For anyone who still isn't
sure 'we' are Steve Tollet,
Jill Stott, Mike Slavin and
Barry Yates. We don't
consider ourselves a
‘committee’ or 'association’

or 'society’, just four of the
many people who care
about this village and
happened to get together to
see if there was something
we could do to make sure it
didn't get swallowed up in
the proposals that are being
made in Rye town for the
redevelopment of the
Harbour Road. If any one
else would like to be
involved (and this is the
third time I've said this in
the newsletter) we'd love to
hear from them - the more
people who are writing to
local government, drawing
attention to our concerns,
getting stuff in the local
paper, etc. the better!

With the tourist season
underway the first priority
seems to be trying to get
some speed restriction for
traffic through the village
and signage to draw
attention to the fact that
this is a village not just a
highway ! The fly
tipping and its
consequences are
obviously an on-going
problem but we'll

certainly follow it up on
your behalf.

Don't forget those
questionnaires!
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Parish Council Notebook

The last full meeting of the present council
was held at the village hall on 14th April.

The meeting in May will see the new council
along with several new faces and the
retirement of several longer standing
members, including our own Michael Alford
who is stepping down after 46 years, and Peter
Cameron Clarke of Winchelsea after around 20
years.

Both however well maintained an association
with the parish council by becoming allotment
agents, in their respective wards of Rye
Harbour and Winchelsea.

The only item of interest to us is that prices are
being sought for clearing the land at the rear of
the village hall, of brambles and other rubbish
and making good.

Finally, your parish council correspondent will
be laying down his pen and stepping aside to
make room for his successor who will no
doubt keep us informed on parochial affairs as
they affect us.
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RYE HARBOUR STORES UPDATE

The New Opening Times From 1st April

Mon - Fri 7 am to 6 pm
Saturday’s 8 am to 6 pm
Sunday’s 8 am to 4 pm

Don’t Forget To Order
Your Chickens
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VILLAGE FETE -

21st June 2003

The Village Hall Management Committee are organising a Village Fete this year
which is to be held on 21st June 2003 on the Coronation Field (School Green).
Would any organisation wishing to have a pitch or anyone wishing to volunteer

to help with this event please contact Steve on 01797 223631 or
e-mail Secretary @RyeHarbourVillageHall.co.uk .
There will be a small charge for the pitch.
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Do You Have A 'Fix-It' Problem?

There are any number of reasons why
people are unable to do quite ordinary
things for themselves - age and infirmity
being but two. If for any reason you
should find that you need help to mend a
fuse, turn a mattress, change a washer or
even a light bulb and there is no one
handy to do it then PLEASE contact us.
If you have, or know of someone that has

T

a problem that our 'fix-it' team may be
able to solve then please give us a shout.
Contact either Allan Goffee at 3 Mary
Stanford Green (225560) or Jane
Babington, 5 Stoneworks Cottages
(224197) and hopefully someone will be
with you as soon as is possible.

If on the other hand you are handy and
are prepared to do the odd job (on a rota
basis) then please give either Allan or
Jane a ring.
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01797 225006
NEW PROGRAMME FOR 2003
Monday 3.30-5.30pm After-Schools Club (free)
Mears
Monday 7.00-9.00pm_(Youth Glub 11-14 years (50p)
Tuesday 10 -12.00pm- ‘Pagentand Child Group (£1.25)
Tuesday 1.00-2.00pm 4 g Cessation Group (free)
Tuesday 3.30-5.30pp ols Club
Tuesday o k Boxing Class (£3)
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday

Tuck. Pool. Table Tennis.
PC Games. Music.
Board Games. & More.

COME AND VISIT
US SOON
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FROM THE HARBOUR MASTERS CHAIR

During March the ten of
us who are either pilots or
boat crew attended a
“Medical” in Newhaven.
I mention this because
one of the tests is for the
doctor to raise the trouser
leg of both legs to knee height for
inspection. The doctor informed me that
he has to ensure that none of us have
“Wooden” legs. We attend the first
“Desk top™ exercise called “First Refine”,
a draft emergency procedure for an
incident at SRM (Solvent Resource
Management) Ltd. (formerly CMR). This
exercise is to test procedures in the event
of a catastrophe at the plant on the
harbour road. Some 5,700 m3 of liquid
can be stored on site awaiting re-cycling
although normally only 2,600m3 are on
site at any one time. The exercise is a
requirement under the COMAH (control
of major accident hazard). Certain
danger zones are being identified that
might include parts of the river which
would have to be closed to shipping
during a major incident. All emergency
services are involved including the coun-
ty emergency planning team based at
Lewis. Lets hope the final plans are nev-
er needed. Summer must be here as the
first nudist has been spotted on the east
pier! The “Speed” buoys have been posi-
tioned off both Camber and

Winchelsea beaches. These warn of an §
Mile Per Hour speed limit between the
line of buoys and the beach in order to
protect bathers and cause less disturbance
to the birds. I'm glad that officers of the
Customs and Excise are to be stationed
again at Rye-all be it on a part time basis.
Mike O’Grady, who has been in the area
for over fifteen years has now been

m appointed as liaison officer
=

working from a room
under the main harbour
office. The main Eastern
Pier white light went out
during the middle of April.
This is one of the few
lights that operate from a mains supply
through a transformer. The problem was
quickly rectified with a much brighter
light back in operation within 12 hours.

A new replacement “Solar” light will cost
£1,800 but I shall wait a little while until
we really need to “Go Technical”. A
planned visit by 8 yachts from the
Newhaven Yacht Club planned for the
Easter break was cancelled at the last
minute due to adverse weather. North
East winds force 8 were experienced over
the weekend somewhat spoiling boating.

.......... We departed Port Sudan at
midnight on New Years Eve and our
whistle signals to the tugs started a
raucous cacophony as all ships in the
harbour sounded their whistles, a
tradition for ships in port at the end of the
year. We passed a Saudi Arabian vessel
loading thousands of live sheep for
transportation to Mecca, the feast of
“Hajj” soon to arrive when millions of
Muslims pilgrimage to the holy site
where a massive feeding program needs
to be organised. We all are a little
sympathetic when we see live sheep
carried in lorries to France but the loading
of these sheep was quite unbelievable.
Large rope nets, some 40 feet square,
were laid on the quayside. The thousands
of sheep massing on the quay were driven
over the nets and when enough of them
was judged to be in position the corners
were lifted by the ships derricks skyward
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FROM THE HARBOUR MASTERS CHAIR cont..

and over the hatch. Legs and heads were
poking through the netting as hundreds of
sheep were held over the hold when two
corners of the nets were relieved dropping
these poor creatures into the hold on top
of those already loaded. The noise and
smell remains with me today. The lights
of the port faded out of sight as we
proceeded to Port Suez where we
anchored awaiting for the next North-
bound convoy through the canal (two
southbound and one northbound each day
— the difference being that lighter drafted
tankers can go south but when loaded in
the Gulf cannot transit and thus have to
go round the Cape of Good Hope). Some
seventy ships where gathered when our
Russian pilot boarded and, after demand-
ing the usual 8 cartons of Marlborough
cigarettes, ordered the anchor hoved. We
proceeded in turn to form up a convoy.
Warships first

followed by passenger vessels. Then a
mix of general cargo vessels and tankers
we entered the canal that appeared very
narrow. We had, whilst waiting, loaded
two small rowing boats and their crews
that would be used in an emergency to
row to the bank taking lines and also to
moor the boat in the “Cut” when the
entire convoy “parked” to allow the
southbound convoy through. I remember
passing a large military airport with a
number of burnt out “Mig” fighter planes
at the end of the runway where Egyptian
pilots had failed to land properly during
training (The “Yom Kipper” war was
only a year or so away when the canal
was blocked for many years with sunken
ships — [ was there but that is later in my
sea career). The convoy proceeds at night
when steering is aided by reflector posts
sited on each bank. Each vessel is

required to carry a powerful searchlight
with a split beam. These beams can be
directed by orders from the bridge when
approaching a bend so the helmsman can
better identify the corner. My job was to
sit on the forecastle head and train the
beam as required. It was very cold and
the carpenter, who was with me, assisted
the night to pass by large measures of
whisky. At 2 am my coat was not
keeping out the cold very efficiently
when it started to snow. Can you imagine
that. The Sinai desert to the east and the
Libyan dessert to the west and its
snowing! Within the space of 48 hours
we had gone from desert heat to below
zero temperatures. It was a great shock.
We anchored at day break in the “Bitter
lakes™ awaiting the second south convoy
to pass through before all 69 ships
weighed anchor and rejoined up into
convoy stations. I say 69 ships because
we found our anchor had fouled
(Cock-a-hoop) and we had to leaving the
convoy, the canal authorities not
permitting us to join the convoy without
two anchors.

We joined the next day’s convoy and
finally arrived at Port Said on the
Mediterranean sea. We dropped our pilot
and the two mooring boats and made our
way, in the snow, past Crete, to Piraeous
(the port for Athens). I have never seen so
many ferries that serve the myriad of
Islands at this end of the Mediterranean.
Once alongside we discharged a small
amount of cargo loaded in Egypt. We
had a little spare time to run ashore and,
again, we surprised everyone on board by
our desire to visit the Acropolis and near-
by Museum. It was here that I treated
myself to a little indulgence.

Carl Baggwell (Harbour Master)
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Hire The Village Hall

If you would like to book the Village Hall for a party or some other gathering then
visit the web site at www.ryeharbourvillagehall.co.uk. You will be able to view hall
availability and other information relating to the Village Hall.

The hall can be hired for £4 per hour for Village residents and £7 per hour for
non-Village residents, commercial bookings and organisations; these rates

include: heating, lighting, kitchen facilities etc..

If you don't have access to the internet and would like to book the hall, you can

phone 01797 223631.

Don't forget, a deposit is needed to guarantee your booking.

General Information

Flood Warnings

Floodline
0845 988 1188

Local Tide Times

MAY Rye Harbour Approaches
Add 1 hour for British Summer Time
0.D. ab.

Date Time metres Time metres
I Th 1123 3.2 2336 3.3
2 F 1153 3.2 _— .
3 3Sa 0004 33 1219 3.2
4 Su 0026 3.2 1242 32
5 M 0047 3.1 1302 2,)
6 Tu o112z 31 1330 3.0
7 W 0144 2.8 1408 2.7
8 Th 02271 25 1458 7.4
g F 0329 2.1 1620 2.0

10 Sa 0520 1.5 1753 2.0

11 Su 0640 2.1 1906 2.4

12 M 0745 2.6 2006 2.8

13 Tu 0838 30 2057 33

14 W 0926 3.3 2145 3.7

1S Th 1012 36 2232 389

16 F 1057 3.8 2317 1.0

17 Sa 1142 38 —_ —

18 Su 0004 4.0 1127 338

19 M 0p48 38 1312 16

20 Tu 0136 3.4 1400 33

21 W 0227 3.1 1451 3.0

22 Th 0323 2.6 1547 2.6

23 F 0424 2.2 1646 2.2

24 Sa 0536 2.0 1756 2.}

25 Su 0708 20 1917 2.2

26 ™M 0813 2.2 2020 2%

27 Tu 0859 2.5 2109 27

28 W 0938 2.7 2151 3.0

29 Th 1014 28 2228 3.1

30 F 1048 3.0 2302 3

31 Sa 1z3 3.1 233% 3.1

Reproduced from Admiralty time tables by permission of the controller of Her Majesty's Stationary
Office & The UK Hydrographic Office.
Also my thanks to Adams Lid for the use of their Tide Tables

RYE POLICE STATION

Local Police

Your Local Police
Station No.
0845 607 0999
Rye Direct Line
01424 456078

Citizens Advice

Mondays
10.00 am - 12.00 pm
Tuesdays
10.00 am - 12.00 pm
Wednesdays
2.00 pm - 4.00 pm
No Appointment
Necessary
Rye Partnership
Office (Rye)

Or you may telephone,
on 0870 1264101
7 Days a Week
24 Hours a Day
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Route No 325 345 325 325 325 325 325 35 3B 3B B W M
Operator CO Ses Co Cco cCo GD CD co GO G0 CO SES CO CO CO SES
Day Code ¢ @ Sch  Sch
Freda Gardham School . .. 1520 1525
Rye (Rail Station) = dep 0848 0918 0948 1018 then 18 48 1418 1448 1525 1603 1631 .
Cadborough Cliff 0830 T | | .. .. 1530 .. .
Tilling Green 0853 0923 0953 1023 these 23 53 1423 1453 1533 1534 1608 1636 ..
Rye (Rail Station) = arr 0835 0858 0926 0958 1028 mins 28 58 untl 1428 1458 1535 1536 ... 1613 1641 ..
Rye (Rail Station) + dep 0835 .. 0859 0929 0959 1029 past 29 59 1420 1459 .. 1536 1546 1614 1644 1750
Rye Harbour ... 0820 0907 0937 1007 1037 each 37 07 1437 1507 1542 1554 1622 1652 1758
Rye (Rail Station) % ar 0835 0827 0915 0945 1015 1045 hour 45 15 1445 1515 .. 1602 1630 1700 H
Tilling Green ... 0832 0923 0953 1023 1053 53 23 1453 1533 1608 1636
Freda Gardham Schoal 0840 0845 ... ... ... ..
Explanation of Codes:

A Additional journey on Schooldays only at 0830 from Cadborough Cliff to Freda Gardham School

B: The 1520 journey operates via Cadborough Cliff at 1530

: Schooldays only
Mondays to Saturdays only 344/345/347
Operaor CO SES RN CO BN CO RN CO RN RC SES SES SES SES RC RC
Route No. M4 344 347 344 M4 344 344 344 34 M M4 3B M4 M4 M4 35
Day Code NS NS @ NS 5§ @ S5 N5 NS
Freda Gardham School 1525
Tilling Green (Mason Road) e e e .. 1534 [
Rye (Rail Station) = 0903 0946 1046 1146 1256 1350 1450 1450 1536 1550 1650 1655 1750
Rye (Harbour) - .. .. 15642 B 1758
Winchelsea (Bridge End) 0755 0755 0916 0953 1053 1153 1303 1357 1457 1457 557 1657 1703 1808

Beach 0758 0758 0919 0956 1056 1156 1306 1400 1500 1500 1600 1700 1706 1811

Smugglers End 0800 0800 0921 0958 1058 1158 1308 1402 1502 1502 1602 1702 1708 1813
Pett Level .. 0803 0805 0925 1002 1102 1202 1312 1406 1506 1506 1606 1706 1712 1817
Fairlight Cove (Hatel) 0730 0809 0812 0932 1009 1109 1209 1319 1413 1513 1513 1613 1713 1719 1824
Fairlight Glen 0736 0815 0822 0942 1019 1119 1219 1320 1423 1523 1523 1623 1723 1729 1834
Ore (Christ Church) 0738 0817 0825 (945 1022 1122 1222 1332 1426 1526 1526 1626 1726 1732 1837
Old Town (Boating Lake) 0742 0822 C 0951 1028 1128 1228 1338 1432 1532 1532 ... 1732 1738 1843
Hastings (Harold Place) Ord6 0824 ... 0953 1030 1130 1230 1340 1434 1534 1534 1734 1740 1845
Hastings (Rail Station) 0748 .. 0955 1032 1132 1232 1342 1436 1536 1536 1736 1742 1847
Gonquest Hospital (Grounds) 1016A ...

Operator SES SES CO RN CO RN CO RN RN RC SES RC SES RC

Route No. 345 35 344 34 34 34 344 344 347 344 344 344 34 344

Day Code e N NE & NS S NS S5 NS

Note H

Conquest Hospital (Grounds) 0907A . . .

Hastings (Rail Station) == 0926 1036 1136 1246 1346 1446 1546 1546 1636 1740 1745

Hastings (Breeds Place) 0930 1040 1140 1250 1350 1450 ... 1550 1550 1640 1744 1749

Old Town (Old Town Cutter) ... 0932 1042 1142 1252 1352 1452 C 1852 1552 1642 1746 1751

Ore {Christ Church) 0739 0739 0939 1049 1149 1259 1350 1459 1535 1559 1559 1649 1753 1756

Fairlight Glen 0743 0743 0943 1053 1153 1303 1403 1503 1539 1603 1603 1653 1757 1800

Fairlight Cove (Hotel) 0753 0753 0953 1103 1203 1313 1413 1513 1549 1613 1613 1703 1807 1809

Pett Level 0801 0801 1000 1110 1210 1320 1420 1520 1556 1620 1620 1710 1814 1816

Smugglers End 0803 0803 1004 1114 1214 1324 1424 1524 1600 1624 1624 1714 1818 1820

Winchelsea Beach 0805 0805 1006 1116 1216 1326 1426 1526 1602 1626 1626 1716 1820 1821

Winchelsea (Bridge End) 0813 0813 1008 1118 1218 1328 1428 1528 1605 1628 1628 1718 1822 1823

Rye (Harbour) 0820 0820 ... ... . e e

Rye (Rail Station) + 0827 0827 1016 1126 1226 1336 1436 1536 1636 1636 1726 1830 1830

Tilling Green (Mason Road) 0832

Freda Gardham School 0845

\jﬂplannﬁm of Codes: NS: Not Saturdays

S: Saturdays Only

N+: Not School Days

+: School Days Only ~ A:

As Local Rider 300 to/from this point
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Rve Harbour Lifeboat

ISSUE 8

At long last we have had a shout! It had been
21 weeks since the last one.

On the 12April we had an assembly, (that
means the Crew were paged and stood down
before launching) for a Person in the water at
Camber thought to be in trouble. One week
later on the 18™ we were asked to launch and
assist in the search for a missing child at
camber, the child had been missing for over
one hour and was last seen heading towards
the Sea. After a search lasting for half an
hour, the child was found safe on shore, by
others.

Early on this year Operational personnel at the
Station having put in five years service were
presented with The Queens Golden Jubilee
Medal 1952-2002. A total of 13 were
presented to us. The Stations senior
Helmsman. Andrew Tollett has been
presented with his long service badge; to date
Andrew has done 21 years as crew.

gl

It was two hundred years ago in 1803 when
the first lifeboat was stationed at Rye Harbour.
This was 21 years before the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution was founded. With this in
mind we at the Lifeboat Station are trying to
put on a couple of events to mark the
occasion. The first of these was at the Village
hall on the 24" April when we were treated to
a Sound and Light presentation by Geoff
Hutchinson about the Mary Stanford disaster.
This was a resounding success. Thanks to all
who attended.

Our Lifeboat Station Open Day will be on
Saturday 14™ of June. We hope to have
another visit from Stormy Stan for all of our
younger supporters. We are trying to get a
collection of artefacts together to produce a
time line to map out the course of events over
the last 200 years.

This November will be the 75" anniversary of
the Mary Stanford Disaster. The Service will

Lifeboat report continued on page 11
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