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Editor’s Comments

ell as that T am, at present not a
predicted resident of Rye Harbour
there was due to circumstances,
going to be  although I'm not that far

some major changes this away, in Rye, however I
year, which a lot have would be very happy to
already happened, there is  continue with the

still a long way to go but newsletter, as I will still be
things are improving but it  involved with lots of things
hasn’t stopped this last in the Harbour; but then I'm
month being very long and  sure you’ll let me know
very difficult at times, still  your views one way or

it should start to settle down another.

again soon and plans for the Next months deadline is

newsletter, maybe will Friday 16th April so don’t

come together now. be late, get it in.

Whilst we’re on that Good luck with the egg

subject, most of you hunt, I hope it goes well.
See page 19 for full details.

probably realise by now,

HUNT THE
EASTER EGG
COMPETITION

4BUDGEN

~ See Page 19 for
<=4  Full Details
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Rve Hal‘bour StOI'es HARRIS REFRIGERATION
Opening Times FRI DG E FRE EZER
Mon - Fri 7 am to 5.30 pm REPAIRS
Saturday’s 8 am to 5.30 pm NO CALL - OUT CHARGE

Sunday’s 8 am to 1 pm Rye (01797) 224401 or

New Romney 362327
Don’t Forget To Order @ Mobile 07721 - 369937

€T AUTOS

UNIT 6, SIMPSON'S YARD

CAR REPAIRS & SERVICING
QUALITY SECOND-HAND PARTS

07818 678859 OR 07971744263

RYE LINENS

8 - 10 FERRY ROAD, RYE, TN31 7DN
Phone 01797 229119 Fax 01797 229121
Web: www.rye-tourism.co.uk/ryelinens

Suppliers of Good Quality

HOUSEHOLD i~ HANKERCHIEFS
LINENS Bl & GIFT IDEAS

RYE HIRE RYE CLEANERS

1 CYPRUS PLACE, RYE

Tel. 01797 223033 MARKET ROAD |. -" TEL. 01797 224779

We hire a wide r of equi £,

u

9

& sell building materials, FULLY FINISHED LAUNDRY AND
cycle spares, etc. and repair/service DRY CLEANING
most malkes of tools and BAG WASH SERVICE
garden equipment. (washing by wei
shing by weight)
Stockists of British Gas Butane
& Propane Bottles REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS

of Hire A iation Europ EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE

o &2t Bexhill & Rother
f & (Citizens Advice

cictliz_ens
advice
[\ bureau Bureau
9, Telephone 01424-215055
29 0o\ ¥ Or 01424-734549

Bexhill & Rother CAB will be running a regular advice session at
Rye & District CVS, 25 Cinque Ports Street, Rye, every Tuesday
from April, 10-30 to 12-30 & 1-30 to 3-30, with appointments
available on Wednesday afternoons by prior arrangement. We have
over 12000 pages of information on our electronic system, and can
advise on Consumer, Employment, Benefit, Housing, Relationship
and Debt Issues. Home visits are also available for people that are
unable to attend sessions.
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FROM THE HARBOUR MASTERS CHAIR

ith the

spring equi-

nox passing

on Saturday

20™ March the port has
been ravished by gales and
heavy rain.

Little movement of boats
takes place during these
periods of strong winds. I
pity the poor painters who
are working from
scaffolding giving several
coats of paint to the east
pier tower. It has been
de-scaled of rust
(approximately 1 ton!) and
some four coats of “two
part” paint are to be
applied. Similarly the
timber tripod beacon will
be scrubbed, removing sea
growth, prior to painting
with a different material in
bright red. The “front
door” to the harbour will
look clean and fresh.
Some of you may have
noticed two cameras fixed
to the roof of the harbour
office. These survey the
chain moorings and the
Rye harbour access road
and slipway to the river.
We are very pleased at the
quality and clarity of the
pictures being recorded
and archived (14 days). At
night the infra-red light
comes on, providing 24
hour recording of harbour
activities. John, the
deputy, has worked hard in

designing the project and
obtaining funding (£11k).
The Strand Quay approach
channel and the moorings
are also covered by
cameras with signals being
sent back to the office by a
telephone link. We feel
sure that the introduction
of these cameras and
security systems will
enhance the safety, and
better protect boats and
investments.

We were saddened to learn
of the death of Ken Steele,
past member and chairman
of the Harbour of Rye
committee. A memorial
service was conducted at
the Lydd Church (St
Anne’s) where I gave a
few words detailing his
interest in the harbour.
Another death reported is
that of Clem Ramus, a
former chairman of the
Pilotage Sub Committee.
It was Clem that inter-
viewed me for my pilots
licence some 25 years ago.
During the month we
received a number of visits
from Environment Agency
Head Office staff. These
visits are important as they

raise the profile of the port
within the Agency,
important when bidding
for funding such as the
fish market project and
renewal of seaward
training structures. I also
hosted the U.K. southern
region harbour masters
association meeting. Can
you imagine that! 14
people just like me and
John all under one roof.
We have now been
provided with the final
emergency planning
procedures, following on
from the exercise held last
year. Interestingly, one of
the more serious
difficulties is that of
manning the office during
an incident.(there are only
two of us). It has been
decided that the
Coastguard staff will
attend, when possible, and
help with communications.
Some training will be giv-
en so that they may
become acquainted with
the equipment in the
harbour office. Following
on from the New York
outrage and the more
recent Madrid bombings
the port, in conjunction
with the Rye wharf, is
required to develop a
security plan. This will
ensure procedures in the
event of a security breach
at the wharf or within
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Harbour Master’s Comments Cont.

harbour limits. Guidelines
have been produced and
out of necessity, certain
aspects of the procedures
are confidential. The port
is considered low risk
when you consider such
ports as Dover and
Southampton. We are
obliged to have this plan
completed by the end of
July.

I read that the Raft Race is
back “on” under the
ownership of both the Rye
Lions and the Bonfire

Boys. The date fixed is the
Sunday 15" August (H.W.
1155 hours BST. height =
3.1metres) The race will
revert back to its original
course commencing from
the Rock Channel/main
river confluence ending at
the slipway opposite the
harbour office. More next
month on this.

I have been invited to the
naming ceremony of the
new Fisheries patrol boat.
She is the 18.5 metre
“Watchful” built in Fin-

land. Some of you may
have noticed her visiting
the port, navigating as far
as the fish market. The
vessel has a maximum
speed of 24 knots and is
provided with a small
“Rib” that launches from a
sloping stern ramp in order
to board fishing vessels at
sea. She is to be named
by the Duchess of Norfolk.

Carl Bagnell
Harbour Master

Don’t Forget To Visit
RYE HARBOUR’S -Very Own

Web Site At

http://www.ryeharbour.org

Featuring The Rye Harbour Newsletter

Whatever Your Sport
Visit

ARENA SPORTS

9 — 11 Cinque Ports Street, Rye - Tel 01797 223742

Dancing - Swimming - Tennis - Football - Cricket - Basketball - Rugby - Bowls — Snooker
Boule - Darts - Cribbage and more! Major Brands, clothing, footwear & accessories

As an independent retailer we are happy to order items not in stock and track down things
you can’t find anywhere else! Stock items & orders all competitively priced




PAGE 8 RPE HABBOUR NCEWSLETTER

ISSUE 7

Rye Harbour Railway History

ay back in
1851,ina
mid scenes
of great
public rejoicing The South
Eastern Railway Company
opened their new station in
Rye with due ceremony
and festivities.
Three years later in March
1854, a branch from the

main line from Rye
Harbour was opened for
business. This advent was
however a much quieter
affair than the previous
event three years earlier.
The Rye Harbour branch
left the main line at an area
that used to be known as
Wenham’s Marsh, a few

yards along from the
Tillingham Bridge. Then
over the Winchelsea Road
where there was a siding,
used at one time by rail
tankers. Past the Breed
sluice across the Rye
Harbour Road and on to
Rye harbour where a quay
know as Admiralty Quay,
just a little up stream from

harbour point, formally the
sight of Ma Tunbridge’s
café a lady treated with
great awe and respect.
Traces ‘The Old Admiltary
Quay’ can still be seen in
the mud, whilst the railway
embankment now serves as
a tide bank and viewing
spot for harbour affairs.

From 1859 onwards both
Admiralty Quay and the
railway played an
important part in the
construction of both Dover
and other harbours, here
the track was doubled,
their was a weigh bridge
and turntables both on to
the quay and along the
entire length of Tram

o i i LS )

Road, were at the upper

end was a manufacture of

concrete blocks of various

sizes, of up to six tons.

Similar blocks can be seen

just past Lime Kiln

cottage, formerly know as

Jackson Stage.

Sir John Jackson was also
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

a contractor engaged at
Dover, Messrs Lee and
Sons, were the original
ones here in Rye harbour.
Several of the buildings
can still be seen in Tram
Road, i.e. Priory Cottage,
Regina Redhouse, the
sortings, Dover Cottage
and more.

Returning to Brede Sluice,
a public footpath sign
points the way along the
former track and a very
pleasant walk it is away
from the road and its
traffic. Along the way
evidence of the former line
can be plainly seen also
provision was made for
doubling the track. There
was some talk of a cross
channel port at one time.
The first siding was at the
former John Cater Gravel
plant, now Castle Water.
From here agrogate was
taken by rail to the Solent
for the construction of
Mulberry Harbour vital in

RPE HARBOUR NEWSLETTER

the D Day Landing. A few
yards further on was
another siding this time
into the chemical works at
the distillery, now SRM.
Incidentally the large water
tank was brought by rail
from Liverpool and was
formerly from Atraris
Atlantic Cable laying ship.
A little further on the line
divided one to The Point
and the other to the former
Hall and Co. and Spun
Concrete Works. Previous
to these works, the line
went almost to
Winchealsea watch house
and also along an
embankment known as
Capital Pearsons Wall to
what is now the Termery
Pool. Thousands of tons of
sand and ballast was taken
to Dover for ballasting
railway tracks, bits of Rye
Harbour turned up
everywhere.

Towards the end of the 19"
Century The Admiralty
Quarry became unsafe and
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another quay, The West
Quay was built, a photo of
the building can be seen in
the Conqueror. This was
used for transforming coal
and other commodities
from ship to rail and visa
versa. The West Quay at
this time extended to the
slipway and closed during
the late 1920s.

I could write more
including a murder along
the line, how it was always
an unofficial public
footpath and grazing area.
Mean time if you have any
photographs of the line in
use or interesting tales I
would very much like to
here and take notes for
posterity.

It may be possible to have
a small exhibition during
the summer.

Michael Alford
Tram Road

FREE INFORMATION AND ADVICE FOR ADULTS IN RYE

AREA....

P

a |

Are you thinking

of taking up a new interest?
Wanting to extend your skills for work?
Looking for a course to help you change direction?

Call Moira Marchant
on 07970 975662
Rye Adult Education Centre,
Lion Street, Rye, TN31 7LB
mmarchant @hastings.ac.uk
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Hire The Village Hall
% . Mondays to Saturdays only (exciuding Bank I_Il!dl,:_}_!_l_!____ R e
If you would like to book the Village Hall . oo owe ws me w s s w @ W @ W@ W W@ W
- o . 1 Operator co co co co co co co co co co c0 J&H CO co co co SH
for a party or some other gathering then B cod B e e i
) 181 1 Freda Gardham School e S W [ ]
| visit the web site a.t“ g i My (R Slton) = e e oL L 0948 1048 1148 1248 1348 1438 1525 .. .. .. 1648
o e e .. .. 0853 0853 1053 1153 1253 1353 1453 1530 1530 .. . 1653 ..
www.ryeharbo;nrvn a‘ge ?1 i(l:o'u 1 bili )+ e e w. ... ... 0850 0050 1050 1150 1260 1350 1460 .. .. .. 1546 1659 1759
Rye Harbour .. o827 < 0907 1007 1107 1207 1307 1407 1507 ... .. 1532 1554 1707 1807
You will pefabetq V1ew1 a avalﬂ? Tigs Rye (Rail Station) = e e e .. ... 0918 1018 1118 1218 1318 1418 1515 .. ... 1540 1601 ... ...
I Rye (Rail Station) == .. .. 0840 .. .. 0929 1029 1129 1829 1429 .. .. 1538
THE VILLAGE HALL Vlllaae Hall. hi f h f Rye Harbour 0800 0820 . 0837 1037 1137 1437
Rye (Rail Station) 2= 0307 0827 ... 0843 0045 1045 1145 1245 1345 1445
Thehall can be hired for £4 per hour for DR sutor) & T L N A (TGN 18
Village residents and £7 per hour for Thomas Peacocke Sehool .. ... .. .. 0845 .. .. .. .. . .. ..
3 : v + Mondays to Fridays only (excluding Bank Holidays) 316
- O N
non Ylllabe remden.ts, (?O ercial Service Number: 326 326 326 326 326 326 326 326 W6 326 326
bookings and organisations; these rates fiye (Rail Station Approash) = . 0335 1000 1030 1100 1135 1200 1230 1300 1335 1400
» ; . - : High Street (The George) .. 0940 1005 1035 1105 1140 1205 1235 1305 1340 1405
include: heating, lighting, kitchen Station 0045 1010 1040 1110 1145 1210 1240 1310 tad5 tain Explanation of Codes:
facilities etc.. Cadborough CIift . 0951 1021 1051 . 1151 1221 1251 .. 1351 .. | NS:NotonSaturdays
) 5 Rye (Rail Station Approach) %=am ... 0957 1027 1057 .. 1157 1227 1257 .. 1357 .. | & :
If you don't have access to the internet iye (Rall Saion Approach) & dep 0915 . . TIE o TAT o TS | Ner et o Dags & Saturdags
2 (Memorial Care Centre) 0918 .. .. .. 118 .. .. .. 1318 .. 1418 |:School Days Onk
and would like to book the hall, you can g&w‘{ o0 U0 i . 0 U0 4320 . 1420 | R:Operatesvia Rye Harbour at 1807
fiton Green L .| T:Operates via Rye Harbour at 0820
phone 01797 223631. i o IR R i et
venue [ — . 118 . ... ... 1330
Station Approach) = 0885 .. .. .. M3 .. . 43 .
l I f ° Mondays to Saturdays only (excluding Bank Holidays) 344
General Information Route No. 344 344 344 W0 44 B4 344 344 344 34 B4 4 4 34 344 344
. Operator SC G0 CO GO GO ©D €O CO CO CO CO CO CO CO GO SC
® Day Code NS @ N®
Local Tide Times Northlam (Coppards Lane) ... 0720 0720 0730 0800 .. 0930 1030 1130 1230 1330 1430 1441E 1530 1630C 1730
5 Northiam (Goddens Gill) .. 0721 0721 0731 0801 .. 0831 1031 1131 1231 1331 1431 1442 1531 1631 1731
APRIL Rye Harbour Approaches Flood Warmngs Beckle: @ and Crown) ... 0725 0725 0735 0805 ... 0935 1035 1135 1235 1335 1435 1446 1535 1635 1735
Add 1 hour for British Summer Time 5 y (Four Oaks) . 0728 0728 0738 0808 .. 0938 1038 1138 1238 1338 1438 1449 1538 1638 1
P oD Floodline Peasmarsh (Old Post Office) ... 0733 0733 0743 0813 .. 0943 1043 1143 1243 1343 1443 1454 1543 1643 1743
Dite T etie THE fiHet e andPlenty) ... 0738 0738 0748 0818 ... 0948 1048 1148 1248 1348 1448 1450 1548 1648 1748
1 Th 0808 2.0 2036 2.4 0845 988 1188 Aye (Rall Station) = arr . 0745 0745 0755 0825 ... 0955 1055 1155 1255 1355 1455 1506 1555 1665 1756
2 F 0900 2.5 2121 2.8 Rye (Rall Station) = dep .. 0751 0751 0756 .. 0850 0950 1059 1159 1250 1350 1459 .. 1559 1659 1759R
3 sa 0943 3.0 2201 3.2 Winchelsea (Bridge End) .. 0757 0757 B .. 0905 1005 1105 1205 1305 1405 1505 .. 1605 1705 1818
3 s 1022 3.3 2239 36 . hhh(%ﬁ . 0800 0800 .. .. 0008 1008 1108 1208 1308 1408 1508 ... 1608 1708 1819
“ Local Pollce Winchelsea (Smugglers End) ... 0802 0802 .. .. 0910 1010 1110 1210 1310 1410 1§10 ... 1610 1710 1821
5 M 1100 3.6 2317 3.8 Pelt Level .. D0B06 0806 .. .. 0914 1014 1114 1214 1314 1414 1514 .. 1614 1714 1825
6 Tu 1136 3.7 2355 4.0 : ) {Hotel) 0730 0812 0812 .. .. 0020 1020 1120 1220 1320 1420 1520 .. 1620 17:
7 W e 1213 3.8 Your Local Police Station Fairfight Glen 0736 0818 0818 .. .. 0926 1026 1126 1226 1326 1426 1526 .. 1626 1726 1338
8 Th 0032 4.0 1249 3.8 Ore (Ghrist Church] 0739 0821F 0821 0929 1029 1129 1229 1329 1429 1529 1629 1729 1841
1?) g 8:;; g? :iig g; No. stings (Boating Lake 0745 0840 0827 ... ... 0035 1035 1135 1235 1335 14% 1535 .. 1635 1735 184
a . . Hastings (Harold Place) 0747 0842 0829 ... .. 0837 1037 1137 1237 1337 1437 1537 ... 1637 1737 1849
1 Su 0242, 3.1 123 0845 .607 09?9 Hastings (Rail Station) + 0749 0843 0831 0845 .. 0939 1039 1139 1230 1330 1438 15389 .. 1639 1739 1851
12 ™M 3372 %g : %g %g Rye Direct Line Mondays to Saturdays only (excluding Bank Holidays) 346 / 347
13 Tu 5 A A Operator: RC  RC* EMP* EMP* EMP* RC* rator : RC* EMP* EMP* EMP* RC RC* RC*
4 W 0701 2.0 1932 2.1 e e 01424 456078 Service Number. 37 M7 M6 ME M6 M6 B smber: 347 M6 346 346 347 347 347
15 Th 0831 24 2045 2.6 Days of Operation: N Days of Operation:
Ie g ‘l’gig 2 %;?g g; C. n Ad N Pott (Chick Hil) 0515 0622 0649 1143 1414 1545 Conquest Hospital (Grounds) i
a . . OBIA 0825 0852 1152 1417 1548 Litte Ridge (Hare Way) . 053 1319 L. L
18 Su 1049 3.3 2257 3.6 ltlzens VIce "ﬁgﬁmmgérm 0825 . .. .. .. . mnuo:n";oir “ oo .. 1055 1821 .. .. 1715
g (Whvte Harl] 0830 0067 1157 1422 1553 Sainsbury's Supersto FO T/ 7 R
123 _r¥1 “é% g..: 2333 3.7 Mondays 10.00 am - 12.00 pm Ore (Kings Head) 0834 0834 1001 1201 1426 1557 l;mr:?u:cnmm e T04 w00 :;;g
u ; — — Ore (Christ Church 0836 0836 1003 1203 1426 1559 Sivertill {London Road G .. 108 133 . . 1726
%; y;l{\ ggg; gg :%;: gg Tuesdays 10'00 am'lz'oo pm Hastings (Baldslow Rd) . .. 1008 1208 1 ZEmherst Road : ... 1112 1338 .. 1730
! : H Sate . .. 012 1212 1437 Hastings {Rail Station) arr 2= o me e D am
23 F 0104 g;‘]’» :g%(') g% Wednesdays 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm Kt s Roud 1014 1214 1439 . Hua:(lﬁ:nsmﬁu:));:m 0745 0919 1119 1345 1510 1510 1735
24 Sa 0124 . o 1 CQ O fest HIll, - - . 4 Hasfings {Gueen's Road| 0747 0927 1121 1347 1012 1972 /37
25 Su 0147 2.8 1306 2.6 No Appointment Necessary Hastings (Harold Place) 0845 0845 . .. .. 1608 Hastings (Safeway) .. 0923 112:51 12.;9 o
M Hasti Aail Slation) - 0847 0847 1016 1214 1441 1610 Has&msanldslawﬂoad! ... 0925 1125 1354 . . .
26 M 0219 2.5 1434 2.2 Rye Partnership Office (Rye) Ratings (FallSiabor) dop oo TSI G Hastogs (Resk AL WheeR BT — TR TR
27 Tu 0309 2.0 1558 1.9 Or you may telephone Priory Avenue {Linton Road) o f022 122 L 1613 Ore (Christ Church) 0758 0032 1132 1358 1523 1523 1748
28 W 0459 1.6 1735 1.8 2 Amherst Road e 1024 1224 .. 1615 Ore (Kings Head) 0800 0934 1134 1400 1525 1525 1750
29 Th 0618 1.8 1849 1.9 on 0870 1264101 Siverhil (Batli Road) 08 2 .. 1610 Guesting (White Har] 0804 0936 1138 1404 1529 1629 1754
30 F 0726 2.1 1950 2.4 Upper Church Road ... 1032 1232 .. 1623 Guesting (School) O T |- S
7 Days a Week -24 Hours a Day Sainsbury's Superstore L .. 136 1236 . 167 Pelt (Ghurch) 0B03 0943 1143 1409 1540 1534 1750
Ashdown House - 1041 1241 .. 1632 Pett (Ghick Hil) 0812 0946 1146 14121543 1537 1802
Reproduced from Admiralty time tables by permission of the controller of Her Majesty's Lite Rigge (Hare Way) ... 1043 1243 ... 1634
Stationary Office & The UK Hydrographic Office. Conquest Hospital (Grounds) ... 1046 1246 ... 1837







