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Editor’s Comments 

 When Sold 
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Compiled By & For The Residents 

WIN 

A 

 Christmas Hamper 

Y 
es, it’s 

Christ-

mas 

once 

again, the time for 

giving, forgiving, 

forgetting,  

regretting and  

having a good time 

or even winning a 

Christmas Hamper 

from Rye Harbour 

Stores with a fun 

packed word-search 

for those cold wet 

evenings, as it 

sounds like Parent 

& Toddler can’t 

take too many more 

(Details Page 38). 

No word on Lucas 

Shadwell Way, 

now there’s a     

surprise! Perhaps 

the new year will 

bring more joy? 

Just in case you 

don’t read the  

village voice, and 

who could blame 

you, I have now 

managed to get two 

photo albums on 

the Rye Harbour 

web site:   

www.ryeharbour.org 

that is the Flower 

Festival and Fete for 

this year, however 

they do take a little 

while to put together 

so bear with me 

there is still lots to 

come. 

Because of the usual 

problems I  

encounter over this 

period, the deadline 

for next month will 

be     Friday 10th        

December, I know 

it’s early but I  

encounter so many 

obstacles, it would 

just be good to stand 

a chance. 

I wish you all a Mer-

ry Christmas and a 

good New Year for 

2005. 
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RYE ART & FRAMINGRYE ART & FRAMINGRYE ART & FRAMINGRYE ART & FRAMING    
Picture Framing Centre and Art Gallery 

UNIT G2 ATLAS INDUSTRIAL PARK, HARBOUR ROAD, RYE, EAST SUSSEX,  TN31 7TE 

    

 
 
 

Ellis Bros. 
 

(Funeral Services) 
Ltd. 

THE OLD FIRE STATION,  3 FERRY ROAD,  RYE.  Tel. 01797 222394 

    

Funerals, Memorial Monuments arranged 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

Golden Charter Prepaid Funeral Plans 
    

At any hour Mr Simon Barnes, Mrs Jackie Richards, Mr. Michael Howard At any hour Mr Simon Barnes, Mrs Jackie Richards, Mr. Michael Howard At any hour Mr Simon Barnes, Mrs Jackie Richards, Mr. Michael Howard At any hour Mr Simon Barnes, Mrs Jackie Richards, Mr. Michael Howard     

During the run up to Christmas, I will be working later in the evenings to ensure that nobody is  

disappointed, so if you need that last minute picture framed or you would like to purchase a picture 

from the large selection available, just call Michael first on the number below and call in. 

The Exhibition in the New Year will start on Saturday January 1st 2005 
I would also like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year. 

ON SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER WE ARE DISPLAYING A SELECTION OF   

ORIGINALS BY PETER JONES AND OTHER LOCAL ARTISTS.  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHOW UP TO FOUR PICTURES  

PLEASE CALL THE GALLERY AT THE NUMBER BELOW.  

THE WALL SPACE WILL BE FREE OF CHARGE. 
 

SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER  10AM - 6PM 

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS ON THAT DAY ONLY 

INCLUDING FREE GLASS OF WINE 

VIEWING FROM THIS DAY THROUGHOUT DECEMBER 

FOR THE WORK OF LOCAL ARTISTS 
 

TELEPHONE: 01797  229678 / 07989 056788 FOR FREE FRAMING QUOTATION 

SEE PAGE 8 FOR SELECTION OF LOCAL PICTURES IN GALLERY 
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RYE HARBOUR  

NEWSLETTER 
Editor - Marcus Whitaker 

Design - Marcus Whitaker 

Photo’s - Marcus Whitaker 

Advertising - Marcus Whitaker 

Printing - Alpha Group Printing Services 

Distribution - Marcus Whitaker 
 

New Advertising Rates 
From Issue 1 Volume 3 

Full Page                  £25.00 

Three Quarter Page  £20.00 

Half Page                 £15.00 

Quarter Page            £10.00 

Eighth Page             £  5.00 

Back Page Add On  £20.00 

Inside Front or Back Page Add On £10.00  

Initial Artwork Charge Of £10.00 

If Required, Unless Otherwise Agreed 

All artwork done in colour  

will remain in colour on the 

Web Site: www.ryeharbour.org 
 

RYE HARBOUR  

NEWSLETTER 
 

 

Office  01424 814003 

Mobile 07890 385332 

E-Mail : ryeharbournews@ic24.net 

Or Post Box In Rye Harbour Stores 
 

Views and opinions that are expresses in this 

magazine, are not necessarily those of the  

Editor or named contributors. To the best of my 

knowledge all the details are correct at the time 

of going to press and I regret that I cannot be  

responsible for any alterations or cancellations. 

I claim copyright for everything in this 

 publication. There can be no reproduction of  

any article without prior written permission  

from the Editor. 
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Rye Harbour Stores 
Opening Times  

Mon - Fri 7.30am  - 5.30pm  

Saturday’s 8 am to 5.30 pm                                       

Sunday’s 8 am to 1.30 pm 
 

 

Don’t Forget To Order  

 Your Chickens 

 

    

FULLY FINISHED LAUNDRY AND FULLY FINISHED LAUNDRY AND FULLY FINISHED LAUNDRY AND FULLY FINISHED LAUNDRY AND 

DRY CLEANINGDRY CLEANINGDRY CLEANINGDRY CLEANING    

BAG WASH SERVICE BAG WASH SERVICE BAG WASH SERVICE BAG WASH SERVICE     

(washing by weight) 

REPAIRS & ALTERATIONSREPAIRS & ALTERATIONSREPAIRS & ALTERATIONSREPAIRS & ALTERATIONS    

    

EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE     

TEL. 01797 224779TEL. 01797 224779TEL. 01797 224779TEL. 01797 224779    

RYE  C L EANER S 
MARKET ROADMARKET ROADMARKET ROADMARKET ROAD    

 

1 CYPRUS PLACE, RYE         

Tel. 01797 223033 
 

We hire a wide range of equipment,  
& sell building materials,  

cycle spares, etc. and repair / service 
most makes of tools and  

garden equipment. 
Stockists of British Gas Butane  

& Propane Bottles 
 

Member of Hire Association Europe 

 

YOU COULD 

FILL THIS BOX 

FOR JUST £5.00 

PER MONTH 

    VICTORIA  
TYRE CENTRE 

TELEPHONE: 01424-460838 
162 VICTORIA AVE HASTINGS EAST SUSSEX 

LONG LIFE FOR YOUR TYRES WITH MARANGONI TYRE 
GLOBAL WARRANTY 

OPENING HOURS 8.30-5.00 MON-FRI  8.30-1.00 SAT 

• HUGE STOCK OF NEW CAR 

& 4x4 TYRES 

• PUNCTURES 

• WHEEL BALANCING 

• TRACKING 

Whatever Your Sport Visit  

ARENA SPORTS 

Wish Everyone A Merry Christmas &  

A Happy New Year 
9 – 11 Cinque Ports Street, Rye - Tel  01797 223742 

Dancing - Swimming - Tennis - Football - Cricket - Basketball - Rugby - Bowls – Snooker   

Boule - Darts - Cribbage and more! Major Brands, clothing, footwear & accessories 

As an independent retailer we are happy to order items not in stock and track down things  

you can’t find anywhere else!  Stock items & orders all competitively priced 
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RYE  L INENS 
8 - 10 FERRY ROAD, RYE, TN31 7DN 

Phone 01797 229119                    Fax 01797 229121 

Web: www.rye-tourism.co.uk/ryelinens 

 

 

 

 

 
 

            
Suppliers of Good Quality 
 

HOUSEHOLD           HANKERCHIEFS 
LINENS                   & GIFT IDEAS 

WINTER SALE  *  2ND - 31ST JANUARY 



RYE HARBOUR NEWSLETTER ISSUE 3    PAGE 6 

I 
 was saddened to 

learn of the death of 

the motor cyclist who 

collided with a load-

ed grain lorry waiting out-

side the Rye Wharf.  This 

tragic accident  

resulted in the road being 

closed for some hours 

whilst the police accident 

investigation unit carried 

out their inquiries.  In the 

mean time many vehicles 

were denied access to the 

village including other 

loaded grain lorries  

delivering cargoes to the 

vessel "Torrent".  As a  

result the ship was delayed 

12 hours.  Delays at Rye 

wharf are not common and 

this fact has justly earned 

the wharf the reputation as 

a prompt loading and un-

loading facility.   

The harbour launch 

"Rother III", constructed in 

1979, has just under gone 

its fourth survey.  The 

Maritime Coastguard 

Agency surveyor checked 

all safety gear and  

operating systems before 

granting the vessel a  

certificate so that it might 

be used as a working boat 

together with acting as 

"Back-up" pilot vessel.  All 

20 life jackets have to be 

serviced and certificated at 

the suppliers,  

Southampton, before they 

can be used.  A far cry 

from the late 70's when I 

was first granted a First 

Class pilots licence by the 

Trinity House for piloting 

ships into and out of Rye.  

In those days we often 

wore open necked , short 

sleeved shirts, shorts and 

"Flip Flops", not a hint of 

any safety equipment.  We 

were taken to our ships by 

the old "Rother II", a 22 ft 

clinker built boat (Derrick 

Phillips) with a hand start, 

three cylinder, air cooled 

engine, a steering wheel, 

compass and not much 

else.  We felt very safe in 

the fact that the boat crew 

were experienced Ryers 

who knew all the "Nooks 

and crannies" of the  

harbour and would never 

drown us.  Now we are 

over burdened with "Self 

Inflating" life jackets/coats, 

"E-PIRBS's" and goodness 

knows what else.  A full 

check list is completed  

before we even think about 

boarding the pilot cutter.  I 

don't feel any safer.   

New rope has been ordered 

for the harbour use,  I don't 

know where it all goes but 

every two years or so we 

order many hundreds of 

metres of varying sizes of 

rope (or "Cordage" to be 

more precise!).  We use it 

towing, tying up boats that 

have come loose and  

general duties around the 

harbour.  Old rope (or 

"Whammy") also has a use 

for tying up rubbish and 

given to other boat owners 

for small tasks on board.  

You probably have noticed 

increased activity at the 

harbour mouth, work  

continues at a pace with 

some 28 lorry loads of  

concrete arriving on one 

day last week, even nights 

are not spared with high 

intensity flood lighting  

permitting night shifts.  

These are switched off 

when commercial shipping 

is moving, as the approach 

to the channel is  

completely blinded by 

these lights.   

The Harbour of Rye  

Advisory Committee have 

met; and your local  

representative, Richard 

Tollett, has full details of 

discussion,  one of the 

more interesting topics  

under consideration is low 

water pressure dredging of 

the Strand Quay. The 

Dutch dredging company 

(Continued on page 7) 

FROM THE HARBOUR MASTERS CHAIR 
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Harbour Master’s Comments Cont. 

RYE HARBOUR RECIPE BOOK 
 

The Village Hall Committee would like to create a village recipe book, which will 

go on sale to raise money for refurbishment to the village hall. 
 

If you have any favourite recipes that you and your family enjoy, or maybe you have 

an old recipe of your mother/grandmothers, perhaps you would like it to go into the 

book.  Also if you have any ‘handy hints’ that you think people might find useful, 

such as how to get rid of red wine stains etc.  
 

Please let me have any recipes either by posting to The Saltings, Tram Road or send 

and e-mail on angieledgeway@eurobell.co.uk or give them to another committee 

member. 
 

I look forward to your mouth watering recipes! 
 

Angie Ledgeway 

"Van Oord", gave a  

presentation of this  

imaginative method of  

suspending mud, so it 

could be taken out to sea 

on subsequent tides, the 

mud never actually leaving 

the surface of the water.  

The harbour authority is to 

seriously consider this 

method of dredging that 

does not yet require formal 

licensing.    

Work has finally  

commenced on the Fish 

Market improvement 

scheme together with  

raising the flood defences 

around Rye and Rye  

Harbour.  A number of 

boats are having to be 

moved to the Strand Quay 

so you will see many more 

types of craft moored at the 

quay over the coming 

months.  This two year 

project will, inevitably, 

cause disruption but the  

co-operation of owners 

will ensure a rapid return 

to normality after the work 

has been done.  

Whilst we are at the fish 

market I hear that the  

"Sapphire" broke down at 

sea and had to be towed 

into port.  The vessel is 

presently on the Strand 

Quay slipway where the 

gear box is being repaired.  

Now for some breaking 

news, Harbour dues are to 

rise by 5.5% next year.  

Collection of this years 

dues have been successful, 

with the last "None payers" 

invited to court for  

explanation.  We have  

successfully (or more  

precisely the Deputy H.M.) 

met with a non Harbour 

Due paying, boat owning 

solicitor, in the Hastings 

Magistrate court who was 

seriously admonished by 

the Judge and ordered 

prompt and full payment 

together with some costs!  

Please pay your dues when 

they become due in about 

March 2005.  

More next month. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Carl Bagwell  

WIN YOUR CHRISTMAS HAMPER - PAGE 38 
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Rye Harbour  

Art Gallery 
Pictures Displayed At  

Rye Art & Framing 

Pictures featured on this page will be in black & white, although any pictures that are colour  

can be viewed as such on www.ryeharbour.org or at Rye Art & Framing, details page 2.  

Please remember these are only photos of art and hence do not necessarily do the picture or  

painting justice.  

Peter Jones 

Keith Kettle 

Barbara Lewington 

Patricia Barefoot Richard Adams 

Nick Taylor Helon Lavinia Moore 

Maurice Haken 
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Atlas Industrial Park,  

Harbour Road, Rye  

Telephone: 01797 229400 

 
 Sofa’s from £150  

Sofa “N” a Box £199.99  

Sofa - Beds from £175.00, Futons, 

Beds with Mattresses from £80.00 

Metal Bunk Beds £175.00 

Mattresses start from 3ft £69.99 to 

Orthopaedic 5ft £189.99 

Dining Tables & Chairs from £99.00 

 

Come pay us a visit! We could save you 

££££££££’s 
 

Opening Times -  
Tues - Sat 10am - 6pm, Sun 10am - 4pm, Closed Monday’s  
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Tuesdays 10.30 am - 12.30 pm 

Tuesdays 1.30 pm - 3.30 pm 
No Appointment Necessary  

Wednesdays 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 

Appointments Necessary  

Rye Partnership Office (Rye) 
01424 215055 / 734549 

Or you may telephone, on 0870 1264101 

7 Days a Week -24 Hours a Day 

General Information 

Local Police 
Your Local Police Station 

No. 

0845 607 0999 

Rye Direct Line 

01424 456078 

Hire The Village Hall 

Reproduced from Admiralty time tables by permission of the controller of Her Majesty's 

Stationary Office & The UK Hydrographic Office. 

If you would like to book the Village Hall for a 

party or some other gathering then visit the web 

site at  www.ryeharbourvillagehall.co.uk.   

You will be able to view hall availability and 

other information relating to the Village Hall. 

The hall can be hired for £4 per hour for  

Village residents and £7 per hour for non-

Village residents, commercial bookings and 

organisations; these rates include: heating, 

lighting, kitchen facilities etc.. 

If you don't have access to the internet and 

would like to book the hall, you can phone 

01797 223631. 

Don't forget, a deposit is needed to guarantee 

your booking. 

Floodline 

0845  988 1188 

Citizens Advice 

 

Flood Warnings 

Local Tide Times 
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Mondays to Saturdays only (excluding Bank Holidays)  325 

Local Bus Times 

Mondays to Fridays only (excluding Bank Holidays)  326 

Mondays to Saturdays only (excluding Bank Holidays)  346 / 347 

Mondays to Saturdays only (excluding Bank Holidays)  344 

Explanation of Codes:   
 

NS: Not on Saturdays         

S: Saturdays Only       
N   : Not School Days & Saturdays           

   : School Days Only               

R : Operates via Rye Harbour at 1807 

T : Operates via Rye Harbour at 0820 
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AGE 

Come In Today -To Learn About  
 

Aids For Daily Living  
 

Which Can Help To  
 

Make Your Life Easier   
 

2nd and 4th Thursday  
  

Of  Each Month  
 

10 AM  to 12 Noon   
 

Other Times By Arrangement  
 

Please Ring  01797 270459  
 

For Further Details  

 
 AGE 

Due to the increase in demand, Age 

Concern East Sussex require more self 

employed gardeners to include in their 

gardeners register for many parts of 

Rother. The gardeners agree to work for 

no more than £7.00 per hour for the  

current year. They are also required to 

supply two references and evidence of 

insurance.  

 

If you are interested or know someone 

who might be, please contact the  

co-ordinator Age Concern East Sussex, 

the Almonry, High Street, Battle TN33 

0EA or ring 01424 775721.  

CT AUTOSCT AUTOSCT AUTOSCT AUTOS    
Unit 6, Simpson's yardUnit 6, Simpson's yardUnit 6, Simpson's yardUnit 6, Simpson's yard    

    

Car repairs & servicing Car repairs & servicing Car repairs & servicing Car repairs & servicing     
    

Quality SecondQuality SecondQuality SecondQuality Second----hand partshand partshand partshand parts    

    

    

    

    

07818 678859 or 07971 74426307818 678859 or 07971 74426307818 678859 or 07971 74426307818 678859 or 07971 744263    

Call Call Call Call     

chris chris chris chris     

onononon    
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Peer Training, Mentoring,  
Relateen Counsellor 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

01797 22500601797 22500601797 22500601797 225006    
    

NEW PROGRAMME FOR 2003NEW PROGRAMME FOR 2003NEW PROGRAMME FOR 2003NEW PROGRAMME FOR 2003    
    

                Monday             3.30Monday             3.30Monday             3.30Monday             3.30----5.30pm    After5.30pm    After5.30pm    After5.30pm    After----Schools Club (free)Schools Club (free)Schools Club (free)Schools Club (free)    
            11111111----14 years14 years14 years14 years    
                MondayMondayMondayMonday                            7.007.007.007.00----9.00pm    Youth Club 119.00pm    Youth Club 119.00pm    Youth Club 119.00pm    Youth Club 11----14 years (50p)14 years (50p)14 years (50p)14 years (50p)    
                TuesdayTuesdayTuesdayTuesday                            10 10 10 10 ––––12.00pm    Parent and Child Group (£1.25)12.00pm    Parent and Child Group (£1.25)12.00pm    Parent and Child Group (£1.25)12.00pm    Parent and Child Group (£1.25)    
                TuesdayTuesdayTuesdayTuesday                            3.303.303.303.30----5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club    
                Wednesday      3.30Wednesday      3.30Wednesday      3.30Wednesday      3.30----5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club    
                Wednesday      7.0Wednesday      7.0Wednesday      7.0Wednesday      7.0----11.00pm    Over 16’s youth club (free)11.00pm    Over 16’s youth club (free)11.00pm    Over 16’s youth club (free)11.00pm    Over 16’s youth club (free)    
                ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday                            3.303.303.303.30----5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club    
                ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday                            7.007.007.007.00----9.30pm    Youth Club 14+ 9.30pm    Youth Club 14+ 9.30pm    Youth Club 14+ 9.30pm    Youth Club 14+ ----    50p50p50p50p    
                FridayFridayFridayFriday                            3.303.303.303.30----5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club5.30pm    After Schools Club    
                Friday                7.00Friday                7.00Friday                7.00Friday                7.00----9.00pm    Amateur Dramatics Group9.00pm    Amateur Dramatics Group9.00pm    Amateur Dramatics Group9.00pm    Amateur Dramatics Group    
                Saturday           7  Saturday           7  Saturday           7  Saturday           7  ----    10.00pm     Young People with Learning10.00pm     Young People with Learning10.00pm     Young People with Learning10.00pm     Young People with Learning    
                Difficulties Disco £1.50 From 11 Upwards, No Age LimitDifficulties Disco £1.50 From 11 Upwards, No Age LimitDifficulties Disco £1.50 From 11 Upwards, No Age LimitDifficulties Disco £1.50 From 11 Upwards, No Age Limit    

    
    

Playstation 1 & 11. Internet Access.Playstation 1 & 11. Internet Access.Playstation 1 & 11. Internet Access.Playstation 1 & 11. Internet Access.    
Tuck. Pool. Table Tennis.Tuck. Pool. Table Tennis.Tuck. Pool. Table Tennis.Tuck. Pool. Table Tennis.    

PC Games. Music.PC Games. Music.PC Games. Music.PC Games. Music.    
Board Games. & More.Board Games. & More.Board Games. & More.Board Games. & More.    

    

COME AND  VISIT COME AND  VISIT COME AND  VISIT COME AND  VISIT     
US SOONUS SOONUS SOONUS SOON    
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 

WATCH 

RYE HARBOUR 

Two males were disturbed apparently trying to steal an outboard motor from a boat at 

the bottom of Rye Harbour. The two were seen between 9.30 and 10pm that night 

fiddling with the engine. They're both described as white, of average build and  

wearing dark clothing. They were in a green Mitsubishi pick-up, registration R904 

EEH and were seen to leave into Rye Harbour Road. 

If anyone has information, they're asked to contact PC Mark McCann on 0845 60 70 

999, quoting serial 1697 of 14.11.04. 

ROTHER APPEALS 

Shortly after 11.30pm on Saturday November 13, as the Rye Bonfire celebrations had 

drawn to a close, an assault took place. An altercation took place between a 14 year 

old male and an adult in Station Approach.  The adult head-butted the youth, leaving 

him with a bloodied nose. 

Witnesses to the incident are asked to contact PC John Berry at Rye police station on 

0845 60 70 999, quoting serial 1931 of 13.11.04 
DRINKING AND DRIVING IN RYE 

Motorists are being warned of the dangers of drinking and driving after two arrests in the Rye 

area over the weekend. The first involved a police car on routine patrol in Cinque Ports Street 

in the early hours of Sunday November 14.  It was involved in a collision with a private  

vehicle, whose driver was arrested and then charged with drinking and driving and having no 

insurance. Earlier, shortly before 10pm on Saturday evening (13.11.04), a vigilant member of 

the public spotted a suspected drink driver in Peasmarsh and called the police.  Before officers 

had arrived, the public-spirited citizen had managed to stop the vehicle himself and detained 

the male driver. The man was subsequently arrested and charged with drinking and driving. 

Police in Rye are reminding people of the need to take extra caution during the lead-up to 

Christmas and not to ruin their entire Christmas by mixing drinking with driving. 

ICKLESHAM 
During the evening of Saturday November 20, an elderly couple were at home in Icklesham, 

when a man knocked on their door and was let into the house. 

Another male also entered, but it's thought he got in through a window which was forced open. 

Both males moved around the house with the husband, who believed they were trustworthy. 

One of the two stole money and both males left after the occupants realised that their  

intentions weren't honest. 

The man who came to the door is described as white, 30 years old, around 6 feet tall, with 

black, receding hair and a black moustache.  He was smartly-dressed in dark clothing. 

The second was also white, between 17 and 19 years old, around 5ft 6 inches tall, with a slim 

build and short black hair.  He was also wearing dark clothing. 

No damage was caused to the property and the occupants weren't injured. 

Information is now being sought by police about these two men and would like to speak to 

anyone who may know who they are, or who has had dealings with males fitting these  

descriptions.  Please contact either DC Jason Tuck or DC Matthew Backler at Rother CID on 

0845 60 70 999.  Quote serial no. 1199 of 20/11/04 
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Sussex Police 
In an emergency dial 999 

For all other calls use 0845 60 70 999.  If responding to a NHW by e-mail message 

please quote the Serial No. and date or the Crime Reference No. 

Crimestoppers:  0800 555111  Information about any type of crime can be given 

anonymously on this number. Trading Standards:  01323 418200 

Harbour Watch 
Do you want to be kept up to date with Neighbourhood Watch information about crime prevention advice 

and issues relating to your area. 

Then why not subscribe to this free service to receive this information by e-mail, either at work or at 

home. 

It's as easy as sending an e-mail to HarbourWatch-owner@yahoogroups.co.uk to join.  Pease make sure 

that the subject reads 'SUBSCRIBE'. 

If you would like to received the NHW information at a different e-mail address, then include this in the 

message body. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Cont... 

ASBO on Sedlescombe man 

 Orbit Housing Association has used new powers granted to housing associations  

under the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 to send out a clear message to offenders of 

anti-social behaviour in East Sussex.  

On 4th November 2004 Orbit successfully applied to Hastings County Court for an 

Anti-Social Behaviour Injunction against Mr Eli Mitchell, formerly of East View 

Terrace, Sedlescombe, to prevent him from entering the village of Sedlescombe and 

the surrounding area. This is the result of his ongoing anti-social behaviour including 

an assault on a local farmer, which led to Mr Mitchell being imprisoned for 12 

months after pleading guilty at Lewes Crown Court in August 2004.  

The Injunction also forbids Mr Mitchell from: behaving in a manner or engaging in 

conduct which causes or is likely to cause nuisance, annoyance, harassment, alarm or 

distress to any person; using foul, abusive or insulting language; and using or  

threatening to use violence towards any other person. The Injunction will remain in 

force until it is varied or discharged by a further court order, and has a Power of  

Arrest attached which means that if Mr Mitchell breaches the terms of the Injunction 

then he can be arrested without warrant.  

In a separate action, Orbit recently obtained a Possession Order suspended for two 

years against Mr Mitchell’s partner, the terms of which require her and her family not 

to cause a nuisance or annoyance to others.  

A spokesperson for Orbit Housing Association said: “The new powers granted to 

housing associations under the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 mean that we now 

have more tools to choose from to take quicker action against those who commit  

anti-social behaviour. This Injunction will go a long way to improving the lives of 

people living in Sedlescombe who have been subject to nuisance and threats in the 

past”.  
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T 
his winter, the 

Flat Beach 

(the large flat 

area of shin-

gle inside the electric 

fence near Lime Kiln 

Cottage) has been flooded 

more with the sluice left 

open for longer, allowing 

the sea to flood in on high 

tides. The effect of this is 

to attract larger numbers of 

birds to this part of the 

reserve. Over 3000 Golden 

Plover (pictured, though 

not all of them!) and 1500 

Lapwing were present, as 

well as smaller numbers of 

other waders such as Ruff, 

Knot and Jack Snipe, and  

ducks such as Pintail, Teal 

and Gadwall. This  

concentration of birds also 

attracted the attention of 

raptors such as Peregrine, 

Sparrowhawk and Merlin, 

which just goes to show 

that good bird-watching to 

some is merely take-away 

to others! As well as  

waders and waterfowl, 

November 

was also a 

good 

month for 

‘little 

brown 

jobs’ at 

Rye  

Harbour, 

with  

reports of 

Twite, 

Snow 

Bunting,  

Lapland Bunting and Shore 

Lark (pictured) on the 

Beach Reserve. All of 

these species are  

uncommon winter visitors 

to the reserve, 

and their  

arrival at Rye  

Harbour was  

probably due 

to the cold 

weather during  

mid-

November.  

 

If you were 

out and about 

on the reserve 

during  

November, 

you may have noticed 

a small excavator  

digging holes in the 

fields around Harbour 

Farm. This work was  

carried out by the  

Environment Agency (who 

own both Rye Harbour 

Farm and the Beach  

Reserve) and formed a 

prelude to the  

commencement of work on 

the new secondary flood 

defences. The little holes 

were test pits to help the 

Agency pinpoint the best 

places from which to take 

the material to construct 

the new embankment next 

to Nook Drain.  

 

Practical work on the  

reserve during November 

included the removal of the 

old Parkes hide with  

adjustment to the  

surrounding banks and 

(Continued on page 17) 

Rye Harbour Nature Reserve Report 
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Rye & District Age Concern 
    

Age concern is providing an Outreach Information Service in Rye 

At Rye CVS, 25 Cinque Ports Street, Rye 

On the second and fourth Thursdays of the month from 10am to 12noon 
 

There is a wide range information available, on subjects such as benefits, residential homes, 

sheltered accommodation, support services, clubs, transport and many more. Age concern 

factsheets are available and copies can be supplied on request. 
 

The service aims to help older people, their families, friends and carers. Callers can drop in 

during the opening hours mentioned above or telephone on 01797 225466 

Rye Harbour Nature Reserve Report Cont.. 

fencing, and by the time 

you read this, it’s  

replacement with a new 

structure. This new hide 

will be fully accessible to 

wheelchairs when we have 

consolidated the 

path from the 

shore road. We 

have also  

continued with 

our program of 

providing more 

seats around the 

reserve for  

people to stop 

and rest. Other 

tasks included  

willow  

clearance and 

the provision of fish  

shelters at Castle Water, 

and clearance of Ragwort 

on Harbour Farm. 

 

Some of the children from 

St. Michael’s School in 

Playden came down to the 

reserve for our Big Draw 

event.  They created  

monsters in the sand, made 

drawings with stones, 

formed art out of items 

washed ashore (see  

picture below), and also 

tried their hand at painting 

with nature itself.  Class 5 

and 6 from Playden have 

also recently visited the 

reserve to do some map 

and compass work,  

learning all about grid  

references in the hope of 

not getting lost in the  

future.   

On Saturday 4th  

December the reserve is 

carrying out it’s regular  

pre-Christmas Beach 

Clean, providing the  

public with a chance to 

give us a big hand (or two) 

by helping us  

remove  

accumulated litter 

from the Beach  

Reserve.  

Participants will 

be rewarded by a 

free cup of  

homemade soup 

at Lime Kiln  

Cottage  

afterwards! Meet 

at Rye Harbour 

Car Park at 10am 

(soup at approx 1pm).  

Please bring your own 

gloves if you have them: 

we will provide litter  

pickers and rubbish bags.  

 

 

Barry, Miriam, Chris and 

Sam 

(Continued from page 16) 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 

ODD JOBS SCHEME 

Do You Have A 'Fix-It' Problem? 
 

There are any number of reasons why 

people are unable to do quite ordinary 

things for themselves - age and infirmity 

being but two. If for any reason you 

should find that you need help to mend a 

fuse, turn a mattress, change a washer or 

even a light bulb and there is no one 

handy to do it then PLEASE contact us.  

If you have, or know of someone that has 

a problem that our 'fix-it' team may be 

able to solve then please give us a shout.  

Contact either Allan Goffee at 3 Mary 

Stanford Green (225560) or Jane  

Babington, 5 Stoneworks Cottages 

(224197) and hopefully someone will be 

with you as soon as is possible.  

If on the other hand you are handy and 

are prepared to do the odd job (on a rota 

basis) then please give either Allan or 

Jane a ring. 

 

 

& Songs of Praise 

WIN YOUR CHRISTMAS HAMPER - PAGE 38 
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RYE OBSERVER - VILLAGE VOICE 
RYE HARBOUR NEEDS YOU!!! 

To write a small column each week on the events of Rye Harbour that often get 

missed by a monthly publication. 

The job does pay, it won’t make you a millionaire but a little is better than nothing. 

So if you think you have a little time each week to write a few words, then don’t be 

shy and give it a try, you may surprise yourself. Contact Andy Helmsley at the Rye 

Observer on 01424 854242 for a warm welcome. 

� � WHATS ON - IN YOUR LOCAL AREA  �  

DECEMBER 

FRI 3rd 

Tenterden Late Night Shopping – Free 

parking after 4pm. Shops  Open till 9pm 

 

SAT 4th 

Antiques & Collectables Fair – Held at 

F.E.C. Lion Street From 9.30am – 4.30pm 

Father Christmas in his Groto – From 

10.30 – 1.00pm and again 2pm -4pm at 

Ypres Tower, entry free but donations 

welcome, runs till 11th. 

Beach Clean – A pre – Christmas clean 

up rubbish washed along the beach by the 

Autumn storms. Meet Rye Harbour car 

park at 10am. Soup at 1pm approx. 

Beach Clean – A pre – Christmas clean 

up rubbish washed up along the beach by 

Autumn storms. Meet Rye Harbour car 

park at 10am. Soup at 1pm ap-

prox.Friends of Playden Church – Fund  

Raising event. Carole Supper 7.30pm at 

Playden W.I. Hall. 

St. Mary’s Church, Rye  Christmas Fair 

from 10.30am – 3pm 

 

SUN 5th 

Antiques & Collectables Fair – Held at 

F.E.C. Lion Street From 9.30am – 4.30pm 

 

THURS 9th 

Late Night Shopping – in Battle 5pm – 

9pm. Details 01424 773721 

 

FRI 10th 

St. Mary’s Church – Glory of Christmas, 

Medieval music & traditional readings by 

the people of Rye at 7.30pm 

 

SAT 11th 

Medieval Yule Fayre – Battle Abbey, 

runs till 12th.Time 11am Information 

01424 773721 

 

12 Days of Christmas – Rye  Chamber of 

Commerce starts on 27th November and 

runs till 24th December. Please visit our 

web site www.visitrye.co.uk for further 

information 

 

SUN 12th 

Friends of Rye Wurlitzer – Christmas 

carol concert with David Redfearn. Held 

at Thomas Peacocke Community College 

from 2.30pm. Tickets £4.50. 

 

SAT 18th 

Antiques & Collectables Fair – Held at 

Rye Community Centre Conduit Hill 

from 9.30am – 4.30pm 

Antiques & Collectables Fair – Held at 

Rye Community Centre 

 

SUN 19th 

Antiques & Collectables Fair – Held at 

Rye Community Centre Conduit Hill 

from 9.30am – 4.30pm 

 

JANUARY 

SUN 2nd 

A New Year’s Walk in Northiam – Start 

New Year with a winter’s 

walk round the paths and lanes of  

Northiam. Meet at Northiam public car 

park off A28 near church at 1pm 

Guided New Year’s refresher walk 

round estate – Meet at 2pm Pestalozzi 

International Village, Reception. No  

public transport on Sundays. 

 

SAT 8th 

Christmas Tree Recycling – Rye  

Rangers use old Christmas trees to help 

stabilise the sand dunes at Camber. Whole 

trees only please. Meet at 10am Central 

car park, Old Lydd Road, Camber or  

Tanhouse furniture Peasmarsh near Jemp-

sons supermarket. 

WED 12th 

Sand Dune Conservation Task Day – 

Come and assist the Rye Rangers with 

conservation work on the only sand dune 

system in East Sussex. NO skills  

necessary as training will be given. Wear 

stout footwear and old clothes. Meet at 

9.30am Camber central car park, Old 

Lydd Road. Pre booking essential – 

01797 226488 

 

SUN 16th 

Footprints at Fairlight? – A winter walk 

around Fairlight on a maritime Heritage 

trail featuring the quite rural village of 

Pett, Cliff End and Knowle Wood as well 

as some local geological history and 

search for Dinosaur footprints. Bring 

drink snack or packed lunch to eat  

afterwards. Meet 9am outside visitors 

centre at Fairlight. Donations appreciated. 

 

SUN 23rd 

Beach Reserve Circular Walk – A 

closer look at our Waders, Wildfowl and  

wintering birds. Meet Rye Harbour car 

park 10am – 1pm. Donations appreciated.   

  

  

Please note:- 

Rye Farmer’s Market held every 

Wednesday at Strand Quay 

From 10am – 1pm.   

General Market held every Thursday & 

Bank Holiday Mondays at Station  

Approach from  9 – 3.30pm approx 

 

 

IF YOU HAVE AN EVENT 

YOU WOULD LIKE ME TO 

ADD, PLEASE LET ME 

KNOW BEFORE DEADLINE 
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An account compiled by Richard Tollett from 

Newspaper cuttings, Lifeboat Station history 

and local memories. 

About every 10 – 15 years the RNLI Lifeboats 

around the coast of Britain and Ireland are 

replaced with new boats as a matter of course. 

Some Stations stay with the same class of boat 

and others are upgraded to the new improved 

versions of what they have had, or downgraded 

to a more suitable class to carry out the work 

that they have been doing with the old boat.  It 

is traditional for crews to be asked for their 

input on what type of boat is to be supplied. 

In May of 1914 a new Lifeboat was offered to 

Rye Harbour to replace the “John William 

Dudly” a self righting 10 oar Pulling and  

Sailing Liverpool class in service since 1900. 

At the invitation of the Institution the then 

Coxswain, William Southerden and two of the 

crew were invited to visit three Lifeboat  

Stations and inspect the different types of 

boats, doing similar work to that of the Rye 

Harbour boat.  The one that was chosen was a 

38ft Liverpool non self righting pulling and 

sailing boat with 14 oars. This was thought to 

be the ideal craft to operate in the surf  

conditions of Rye Bay. 

J.E. Saunders of East Cowes was the builders 

and on the 13th April 1916 she was tested for 

draught and stability and found to be ‘perfectly 

satisfactory’. 

The cost of the Lifeboat was met by a legacy in 

Memory of Mary Stanford after whom the boat 

was named. 

The Lifeboat was sailed from East Cowes and 

was placed on Station at Rye Harbour on the 

19th October 1916. 

On the 25th November of that year she was 

launched on exercise in weather conditions that 

‘fairly tested her’. The Coxswain, crew and 

Officers of the Institution were satisfied with 

the result of the exercise. 

In 1920 the RNLI sent out a circular to all  

Lifeboat crews around the Country asking what 

type of Lifebelt was preferred. The crew at Rye 

expressed a preference for the No 3  

Lifebelt – the KAPOK. 

Exhaustive experiments had been made up to 

September 1917 by the Institution, with  

co-operation with the Board of Trade and their 

officers, to ensure that Jackets of No 3 pattern 

fulfilled the purposes for which they were  

designed. The belts had fulfilled the purposes 

under the conditions of the experiment. 

During her time at Rye Harbour the 

Mary Stanford was launched 63 times, 

47 launches were exercises and 16 were 

shouts. From these 16 shouts, 10 lives 

were saved. 

One of these was quite spectacular for 

the time. On the 12th December 1923 an 

Aeroplane ditched in the sea off Fair-

light the Lifeboat towed the plane back 

to Station, unfortunately the pilot an 

American L.B. Sperry was lost when he 

had tried to swim ashore before the 

Lifeboat arrived on scene. 

During her time she had three  

Coxswain’s William Southerden who 

took delivery of her in 1916 and was 

Coxswain until 1919.He was followed by  

Joseph White until 1924, when Herbert Head 

took over from 1924 to 1928.  The Lifeboat 

exercised as usual and there were no real  

eventful Services. 

On the night of the 14th November 1928 a SW 

gale swept up the Channel with winds in excess 

of 80 MPH. Just after 4 o’clock in the morning 

of the 15th, the small Steamer “Alice of Riga” 

laden with a cargo of bricks is in collision with 

the larger German Vessel “Smyrna”.  In the 

collision the “Alice” lost her rudder and had a 

hole torn in her side. The weather was too bad 

for the “Smyrna” to affect a rescue, and at 

4.30AM North Forland Radio received the 

following message. “Steamer.   Alice of Riga. 

Leaking.  Danger.   Drifting SW to W 8 miles 

from Dungeness 04.30” 

The Rye Harbour Coast Guard Station was 

informed at 04.50 and the Lifeboat maroons 

were fired.  This put into action the most  

devastating chain of events to befall the Small 

Village of Rye Harbour. 

As soon as the maroons were fired most of the 

Village were awakened and could hear the 

ferocity of the raging storm outside. 

Fred Southerden recalled, as a lad he had heard 

his brother Charlie tumble out of bed, Fred 

called to him saying that he had ‘only heard 

one maroon’. Charlie replied “best go someone 

may need help”. Such was the will and spirit 

shown by all of these volunteers that morning 

both crew and launchers. 

The local’s that can remember that fateful 

morn, to this day tell of how difficult it was to 

stand up in the wind, let alone make the 1 ½  

miles journey against the wind and rain to the 

Boathouse out on the Shore. 

The maroons were fired just after 5 am, it was 

practically low water and it took three attempts 

to get the boat away, the time now was 06.45, 

as the boat went away.  All of the crew by now 

would have been wet through. It was just 

beginning to break daylight, when at 06.50 Rye 

Coastguard received the message saying that 

the crew of the ‘Alice of Riga’ had been 

rescued by the ‘Smyrna’

Frantic efforts were made by the Signalman to 

recall the Lifeboat all to no avail, with the 

blinding spray and driving rain coupled with all 

of the action going on in the Lifeboat, keeping 

her head to sea with the oars while the mast 

and sails were raised.  A very intensive time, 

no wonder the flares were not seen.

At around 09.00 the mate of the S.S. Halton 

saw the Lifeboat 3 miles W.S.W from 

Dungeness and all appeared OK.  The Lifeboat 

was also seen by a boy sailor on the SMYRNA 

a bit later on. 

About 10.30 a young lad, Cecil Marchant, 

collecting drift wood at Camber saw the 

Lifeboat capsize.  As he looked out to sea he 

saw it happen in a bright shay of sunlight.  He 

ran home and told his parents what he had 

seen, and promptly got a clout for making up 

stories but just to be on the safe side his Father 

reported it to Jurys Gap Coastguard.

Soon rumours were going around Rye Harbour 

Village that the boat had ‘gone over’, the Vicar 

thought that he had seen this from an upstairs 

window at the Vicarage.  By 12 noon it had 

been confirmed as the Lifeboat could be seen 

bottom up floating towards the shore.

Within ten minutes Rye Harbour Coastguard 

was informed and the maroons were fired to 

assemble the launchers.  The Vicar went out on 

‘ M a r y  S t a n f o r d ’ -  T h e  s t o r y  o f  a  L i f e b o a t
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The maroons were fired just after 5 am, it was 

practically low water and it took three attempts 

to get the boat away, the time now was 06.45, 

as the boat went away.  All of the crew by now 

would have been wet through. It was just  

beginning to break daylight, when at 06.50 Rye 

Coastguard received the message saying that 

the crew of the ‘Alice of Riga’ had been  

rescued by the ‘Smyrna’ 

Frantic efforts were made by the Signalman to 

recall the Lifeboat all to no avail, with the 

blinding spray and driving rain coupled with all 

of the action going on in the Lifeboat, keeping 

her head to sea with the oars while the mast 

and sails were raised.  A very intensive time, 

no wonder the flares were not seen. 

At around 09.00 the mate of the S.S. Halton 

saw the Lifeboat 3 miles W.S.W from  

Dungeness and all appeared OK.  The Lifeboat 

was also seen by a boy sailor on the SMYRNA 

About 10.30 a young lad, Cecil Marchant,  

collecting drift wood at Camber saw the  

Lifeboat capsize.  As he looked out to sea he 

saw it happen in a bright shay of sunlight.  He 

ran home and told his parents what he had 

seen, and promptly got a clout for making up 

stories but just to be on the safe side his Father 

reported it to Jurys Gap Coastguard. 

Soon rumours were going around Rye Harbour 

Village that the boat had ‘gone over’, the Vicar 

thought that he had seen this from an upstairs 

window at the Vicarage.  By 12 noon it had 

been confirmed as the Lifeboat could be seen 

bottom up floating towards the shore. 

Within ten minutes Rye Harbour Coastguard 

was informed and the maroons were fired to 

assemble the launchers.  The Vicar went out on 

to the beach and broke the news to the 

launchers.  One young woman Elsie 

Downey had been asked by her blind 

mother repeatedly to go to the huts (by 

the Flag Pole) for news of the boat.  

Elsie’s Brother Arthur and cousin 

Morris were both in the boat that day.  

Her Mother then asked her to run to 

Rye (there was no bus in those days) 

and tell her sister Lou the bad news. 

It is said that over 100 men were 

rushed to the shore where the upturned 

Lifeboat lay.  No effort was spared in 

trying to revive the bodies washed 

ashore.  A tank was brought along 

from Lydd Camp to right the Lifeboat.  

Over the next two hours the bodies of the crew 

were washed up.  A total of 15 on that day, 

they were taken to Lydd for formal  

identification. 

Eva Southerden, 15 at the time, remembers her 

Father William, returning home that night and 

breaking down in tears as he told his wife he 

could not see Charlie (Charlie was found later 

that night).  Henry Cutting’s body was washed 

ashore at Eastbourne three months later.  The 

body of John Head has never been found.  

Speculation was rife as to the cause of the  

capsize. It was said that the Lifejackets were 

water logged and had drowned the crew due to 

the weight 

The main point of conversation was what “was 

the Lifeboat doing in the position where it  

capsized”. It had no need to be there, it is most 

unlikely that it was making for Rye Harbour, as 

the Boathouse is 1 ½ miles to the West, also in 

these prevailing weather conditions, it was 

usual for the Lifeboat to shelter  East of   

Dungeness or go into Folkestone. 

The popular view was that either John Head or 

Henry Cutting, or indeed both had been washed 

out of the boat and that the Lifeboat was in 

actual fact looking for them. This scenario 

could be the answer as to why the Lifeboat was 

in that position, but we shall never know. 

On the evening of the following day an Inquest 

was opened at Rye Town Hall, with the Rye 

Borough Coroner Dr. T. Harrett presiding. 

The sea worthiness of the Lifeboat and  

competence of the crew were called into  

question, but it was emphatically stated that the 

boat and her crew were absolutely efficient. 

After evidence of identification and eye  

witness accounts were given, the Inquest was 

adjourned until the following evening. 

On the following evening, accusations were 

made about the suitability of the Lifejackets. 

They were said to be perished and worn. As a 

result they had become water logged and would 

weigh a man down and drown him. 

In response the RNLI stated KAPOK N o 3 

Lifejacket was adopted by the RNLI in 1917 

and were delivered to Rye Harbour in  

September of that year. 

The Lifejackets were tried in a heavy gale on 

the 30th October 1917, and later voted 11 – 6 by 

the crew as being the most preferred type.  

The Coroner recorded a verdict of death by 

accident. 

In response to the accusations, the RNLI asked 

the Board of Trade to hold a full enquiry into 

the disaster. 

On Tuesday the 20th November the funeral was 

held. 15 of the crew were buried in a  

communal grave on that day. When Henry 

Cutting’s body was found at Eastbourne 3 

months later, it was bought back home to be 

interred in the communal grave with his fellow 

crew members, sadly, John Head’s body was 

never recovered. 

Hundreds of mourners from all over the  

Country attended. Members of the Latvian 

Government were among the dignitaries  

present, in recognition that the men had lost 

their lives going to the assistance of a Latvian 

Vessel. 

The crew of the Mary Stanford had grown up 

together, worked and laughed together and 

were buried together. 

The Board of Trade Court of Enquiry sat at 

Rye Town Hall on December 19th, 20th and 21st 

1928 and January 1st, 2nd and 4th 1929 and after 

all their deliberation the court finally  

announced: 

“As there were no survivors of the crew, the 

cause of the Lifeboat capsizing is a matter of 

conjecture, but from the evidence available we 

are of the opinion that whilst attempting to 

make the Harbour on a strong flood tide and in 

high and dangerous breaking sea, she was  

suddenly capsized and the crew were thrown 

into the water, two men being entangled under 

the boat.  The broken water and heavy surf 

caused the loss of the crew”. 

The Mary Stanford was eventually taken to 

RNLI depot at Poplar in east London, where 

she was dismantled and broken up. 

Compiled by Richard Tollett  

T h e  s t o r y  o f  a  L i f e b o a t  
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Short Breaks & Holidays 
 

4* CHRISTMAS TREAT – BRISTOL 
Thursday 23rd December 2004 5 Days DBB £340.00 

 
 

Looking Ahead to 2005 
 

A TASTE OF CORNWALL  
Monday 14th February 2005 - 5 Days DBB £199.00 

 
LONDON SPECTACULAR - IDEAL HOME WEEKEND 

Saturday 12th March 2005  2 Days B&B £ 99.00 
 

MINI BREAK IN WEYMOUTH 
Friday 8th April 2005 - 4 Days DBB £ 169.00 

 

Please Call for Our 2005 Brochure 

 

£27.00 
£ 30.00 
£ 22.50 
£ 11.00 
£ 22.50 
£ 27.00 
£ 10.00 
£ 22.50 
£ 22.50 
£ 27.00 
£ 22.50 

Sun 5   
Mon 6            
Tue 7          
Wed 8          
Thu 9            
Sun 12   
Sun 12 
Tue 14 
Thu 16   
Sun 19 

      Mon 20  

Brugge & Chocolate Shop  
London Lights, Sights Cruise Eye 
Cite Europe & Adinkerke   
Bluewater Shopping    
Cite Europe & Adinkerke  
Brugge & Chocolate Shop  
Blackbushe Sunday Market  
Boulogne & Hypermarket   
Cite Europe & Adinkerke  
Brugge & Chocolate Shop   

Day Trips for December 2004 

RYE HARBOUR NEWSLETTER PAGE 23 ISSUE 3    

The Rye Fairway Buoy 

M 
y  

experiences 

of servicing 

the Rye 

Fairway Buoys…. 3 in all, 

2 main buoys and one 

stand by buoy, known as a 

‘Spar or Pole Buoy’. 

One now stands outside the 

Rye Harbour lifeboat  

station, the second one 

stands outside the Rye 

Wharf entrance today and 

the ‘Spar buoy’ stood  

outside the wharf old 

workshop and was  

disposed of, I’m not sure 

where. 

The servicing started with 

fetching the buoy from its 

station in Rye Bay; this 

was done with the aid of 

local fishermen, Mick 

Sharr and his fishing boat. 

He towed the ‘Spar buoy’ 

out to the buoy position 

and released it, he then 

threw a large wire lasso 

over the main buoy, No1, 

and this sank down over 

the buoy low enough to 

lasso the anchor chain. He 

then pulled the lasso tight 

and pulled the anchor chain 

up out of the water, enough 

to cut the chain fixture to 

the buoy chain bridle. The 

chain end was held by the 

winch wire, to the side of 

his boat, he fixed a tow 

wire to the main buoy and 

let it drift away, he then 

reclaimed the ‘Spar buoy’, 

fixed it to the chain end 

and released the anchor 

chain, then towed the main 

buoy back to the wharf. 

The servicing of the buoy 

started with removing the 

top structure, removing the 

four empty gas cylinders 

and replacing them, which 

were filled with marine 

acetylene. The top  

structure was replaced, gas 

piping refitted to cylinders 

and the lamp checked for 

gas leaks with soapy water. 

Lamp glasses cleaned,  

inner glass checked for 

cracks, re-polished and  

refitted. The gas burner 

pilot light jet checked for 

acetone formation, this was 

a small lump of coal and 

when the pilot light was 

alight, it was so small a 

flame, that it was  

impossible to see it in  

daylight. The main gas jet 

had two jet holes pointing 

at one another; these were 

checked for cracks in the 

clay structure. The flame 

shape was checked, its 

shape had to be thin and 

shaped like a butterflies 

wings. When alight the jets 

created this shape by the 

angles of the jets to one 

another, if the shape wasn’t 

correct, you  

replaced the jet complete. 

The flame characteristic,  

i.e. ‘The flame burn’ was 

known as two over ten, a 

two second burn and an 

eight second flame out 

delay before the next two 

second burn. 

If the lamp went out at sea, 

I had to go out to the buoy, 

when the sea was calm and 

like a millpond, with the 

Harbour master to relight 

the lamp, if possible. 

The damaged top structure 

woodwork was replaced, 

the steel work of the buoy, 

anti-rust plates were  

replaced, there were eight 

of them and they looked 

like aluminium strips 24ins 

long, 2ins wide and 1ins 

thick. 

The buoy was given a coat 

of paint and was ready to 

go back to sea. 

 

H. Wilkinson 
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RYE CATTLE MARKET - RYE - EAST SUSSEX 

(01797) 224232    Fax (01797) 224560 
 

ANIMAL HEALTH PRODUCTS  

FENCING WIRE - GATES 

ANIMAL and PET FOOD  

COUNTRY CLOTHING - CARTRIDGES 

SHEARING EQUIPMENT - IRONMONGERY  

SWIMMING POOL CHEMCALS 

 

Open 8.30 - 5.30 Weekdays, Saturday 9.00 - 5.00         Delivery Service 

Can you help the Village Hall? 
 

Rye Harbour Village Hall Management Committee is looking for 
help with fund raising and with their Lottery Grant application. 
The hall is a large building and funding is needed to help con-
tinue the renovations and improve the access to the Village 
Hall. 
 
The current committee is small and they are looking for willing 
volunteers to help.  
 
If you are interested in giving up some free time to coordinate 
the Village Halls application for grants or help with fundraising 
then please contact: 
Ann Newman or Steve Rogers on 225755  
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Animate is situated next to Skinners Garage,  

Fishmarket Road, Rye. 01797 225006/226217 
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RYE & DISTRICT  

COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
A Company Limited By Guarantee 

Reg. Charity Number 1079421 

GROUP TRANSPORT 

FOR CLUB OUTINGS 
 

DIAL - A - RIDE 

FOR PEOPLE WITH 

MOBILITY PROBLEMS 
 

ALL ENQUIRIES 

227722 

 

Call KRIS on 07905 154138 

PROFESSIONAL 

MOBILE 

HAIRSTYLING 
 

West End Trained 

Qualified in all aspects of  

technical cutting and colouring 

 

WIN  

YOUR  

CHRISTMAS 

HAMPER   

PAGE 38 
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Tuesdays   1.30 pm - 3.30 pm 

Thursdays 3.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
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Characters Of Rye Harbour 

A 
s I have the flu 

and am reluctant 

to turn out this 

cold day and seek  

another subject and also have 

been told by a number of  

people that it would 

be fair to subject 

myself to what I 

hope from others, 

you have Jill  

Halpin as the  

subject this month. 

I was born in  

Wisbech,  

Cambridgeshire 

which borders  

Norfolk and is right 

in the middle of the 

Fens with the River 

Nene running 

through the middle 

in January 1941. We were 

bombed really by default as 

the Germans unloaded any 

surplus bombs on us as they 

returned to Germany. I had a 

favorite toy which was a 

wooden box on wheels with a 

ducks head and was called 

Duck-duck which I would 

hold in my arms and run 

whenever aircraft flew  

overhead and fall flat on my 

face. I was very aware of the 

war and would listen  

especially to solitary aircraft 

droning overhead and would 

feel for the solitary loneliness 

of the airman in his plane. We 

had some picture books of the 

First World War which I  

studied intently. We had a 

neighbour whose husband had 

been shot in the head and had 

a plate over the hole and she 

would play the piano loudly 

for many hours in the day and 

would also scream and scream 

for long periods of time, it 

seemed understandable to 

everyone and this natural  

feeling for and understanding 

seems to be at the base of 

what I came to do. My father 

was a sergeant in North Africa 

and rode a motorcycle and  

delivered messages to the 

troops. My mother had had 

rheumatic fever and was quite 

ill for most of her life but she 

always had a keen sense of  

humour and a great love of 

natural beauty. She had been 

very close to her father who 

was a master baker and  

Baptist lay-preacher and 

through my mother's stories I 

felt I really knew him very 

well and he is someone I took 

as an example of how I 

wanted to live my life. His  

father had been an alcoholic 

and my grandfather joined 

forces with the Roman  

Catholic priest to patrol  

Wisbech in the Depression in 

the 30's when there was a lot 

of drunkenness and to protect 

women and children from  

husbands and fathers. The 

Baptist Church was horrified 

by this relationship with the 

priest. My grandfather was 

also a keen  

birdwatcher and I 

inherited his  

binoculars and 

bird book. Another 

important  

influence on my 

life was my great 

aunt Edie, my  

grandfathers sister  

who lived in Old 

Hunstanton with 

my Uncle Ern. 

Uncle Ern's 7  

brothers and  

sisters had died of 

TB just after the First World 

War and he was left very  

debilitated by this terrible 

disease and would spend his 

time writing and sitting in 

their beach hut which was 

washed away by the 1953 

floods. Auntie Edie had to 

earn the living which she did 

as a corsetiere and traveled all 

over Norfolk measuring and 

fitting her clients driving a T 

type Ford. This was very unu-

sual for a woman to have a 

career in the '20's and 30's. 

She had rheumatoid arthritis 

but like my mother this did 

not stop her getting on with 

life. Sadly they all died before 

they were 50 years old, my 

grandfather dying before I 

was born. I have some  

wonderful memories of  

(Continued on page 29) 
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visiting Hunstanton and the 

beds made with linen sheets 

edged with lace, the jug and 

ewer, the stone hot water  

bottle, the flowery wallpaper 

and the tins of fruit saved up 

for our coming and being able 

to choose a tin of pears - this  

was such a treat and the spade 

and bucket waiting for us to 

go down to the beach. I really 

loved my Auntie Edie and we 

would write to each other and 

when she died I was 13 it was 

a great loss indeed. 

I started a Convent School 

when I was 4 years old but no 

one realised hat I couldn't see 

the blackboard so I did not do 

very well there and transferred 

to our village school in  

Outwell where we had a  

brilliant teacher called Mr. 

Hawse and I got a place at the 

Grammar School and we then 

moved to Welingborough and 

by this time I had a younger 

sister Angela. I loved sport 

and played for the school 

teams in hockey and tennis 

and went on to play junior 

county. I was very keen on  

wildflowers and cycled all 

over Northamptonshire  

collecting and pressing them 

and naming them. I painted 

them also landscape and was  

very fortunate to have some 

very good teachers who  

encouraged me. My cousin 

Shelagh  had been at the  

Wellingborough High School 

was studying medicine and I 

hoped to do the same but the 

school persuaded me that my  

science 'A' Levels were not 

strong enough so I applied to 

do Fine Arts at the Slade and 

the Royal College and was 

accepted at the Slade for a  

4 year training. It was quite a 

struggle as although I had a 

County Major Scholarship 

and worked in the holidays 

and gave my mother as much  

money as I could I wanted to 

be at home helping her as by 

this time she was quite a bit 

more ill and had a stroke in 

my 2nd. year. The Slade was 

quite a culture shock as my 

fellow students were mostly 

sons and daughters of famous 

people and culture just flowed 

from their fingertips but I 

learnt so much from them. I 

then did a year at the Institute 

of Education and went into 

teaching and became  

increasingly interested in art 

as a therapeutic medium and 

when my mother died I went 

to St. Albans' and did the MA 

in Art Therapy. I then went to  

Grendon Prison and worked 

through the Education  

Department as an Art  

Therapist and English teacher. 

This was a very powerful and 

moving experience and I 

learnt how much potential for 

growth and development and 

wanted to learn much more 

and applied for training as an 

Analytical Psychotherapist 

and also got a new job as an 

Art Therapist with the  

Croydon Health Authority and 

ran an Art Center in  

Warlingham Park Hospital. 

As part of the training I was in 

4x a week analysis and being 

supervised and worked part 

time in a natural health clinic 

to help pay for the training 

and pay for the mortgage. It 

was in the clinic that I met Pat 

Izard who suggested I buy 

their holiday home in Rye 

Harbour. I rented for a couple 

of weeks to see if the  

commuting was possible. It 

was freezing cold but the  

curlews were calling overhead 

and the hunter moon was  

rising over the harbour, how 

could I resist?! I had a  

tremendous welcome from 

Mrs. Pope and Marie  

Blattman in the Watch House 

- 20 years ago now. 

Ron Banwell then emerged 

and wanted to sail so I started 

doing dinghy sailing courses 

at the club then at Emsworth 

and found the Lord Nelson  

brochure and challenged Ron 

to come sailing in the  

Canaries on the tallship at 

Christmas. He was quite ill by 

this time and he was given  

the Ships' Doctor as his  

medical buddy who happened 

to be Ken Halpin and so start-

ed a new phase in my life. 

Ken enjoys Rye Harbour as 

much as I do - the people, the 

wildlife and everything that 

goes on down here. It is an 

amazing and very special 

place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 28) 

Characters Of Rye Harbour Cont….. 
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PRIVATE HIREPRIVATE HIREPRIVATE HIREPRIVATE HIRE    
    

Air Conditioned People Carrier forAir Conditioned People Carrier forAir Conditioned People Carrier forAir Conditioned People Carrier for    

Airport   Airport   Airport   Airport   ----         Seaport   Seaport   Seaport   Seaport   ----         Theatre   Theatre   Theatre   Theatre   ----         WeddingsWeddingsWeddingsWeddings     
Hotels   Hotels   Hotels   Hotels   ----         Restaurants   Restaurants   Restaurants   Restaurants   ----         Business  ContractsBusiness  ContractsBusiness  ContractsBusiness  Contracts     

Chris tmas  Out ings,  e tc.Chris tmas  Out ings,  e tc.Chris tmas  Out ings,  e tc.Chris tmas  Out ings,  e tc.     
    
    

TELEPHONE: 07773 922890 (RYE)TELEPHONE: 07773 922890 (RYE)TELEPHONE: 07773 922890 (RYE)TELEPHONE: 07773 922890 (RYE)    

 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  
A safe space to talk about current worries or personal development issues  

 

FRAN LINTERN B.A.  
UKCP Registered Psychotherapist  

 
 

Discrete, Confidential Setting  
Rye Harbour                                                                Telephone:- 0771-282-9189  

 

THIS BOX IS 

EMPTY 

BUT YOU COULD 

FILL IT FOR 

JUST £5.00 

Jan’s Lingerie 
 

Ladies & Men’s Underwear  
Children’s Underwear,  
Nightwear, 

Swimwear & Socks 
 

34-35 Ropewalk Shopping Centre, Rye 

M E G A BY T E S 
COMPUTER SERVICES 

 
 

John Gaskell 

Rope Walk Shopping  

Centre 

Rye, East Sussex 
Email: john@megabytestech.co.uk 
Web: www.megabytestech.co.uk 

 

REGISTERED  

CHILDMINDER 

Has vacancies,  

20 years experience  

Call now  

on  

01797 224966 

REGISTERED  

CHILDMINDER 
Has vacancies,  

very experienced   

Call Rosemarie  

now on  

01797 227473 

RYE HARBOUR NEWSLETTER PAGE 31 ISSUE 3    

The 

M.O.T. 

Centre 

HARBOUR  

ROAD 

EA ST  SU SS E X 

RYE 

TN31 7TE 

MOT’s £30 

Free retest if  

within 7 days. 

 

Motorbike  

MOT’s   
 
 

All makes of cars and vans ser-

viced. 

*Clutches* *Brakes* 

*Cambelts* *Exhausts*  

*Head Gaskets* *Tyres*   

All MOT repairs  

carried out including  

Welding. 
 

Opening Times 
Monday—Friday 

8am—6pm 

Saturdays 

8am-3pm 

Phone: 01797 223606 

Fax: 01797 229888 

Email: 

themotcentre@0scali.co.u

01797 

223606 
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   FISHING NEWS 
ROUND RYE BAY FOR MORE 

 

 

Don’t Forget To Visit  

RYE HARBOUR’S -Very Own  

Web Site At 

http://www.ryeharbour.org  
 

Featuring The Rye Harbour Newsletter 

F 
irst signs for this 

years Scallop  

fishing on the 

local beds, has 

not been very good with 

only  

medium catches and the 

meat yield fairly low, per 

shell. The condition of the 

Scallops will now improve 

quickly but after a couple 

of good years fishing, this 

season is looking a bit  

different even at this very 

early stage. The weather 

has continued to be  

unsettled with strong winds 

coming from all around the 

compass and with the bay 

getting a rest from fishing 

during the blows; the 

strong Northerly winds 

killed the fishing, stone 

dead. Neap tides this 

month fell in with the one 

quite spell we did have, 

which is a rarity in itself, 

this in turn led to good 

fishing for the trawlers and 

netters alike. 

The netters had a few good 

trips, day shooting for Cod, 

which is leaving the gear in 

the water for five or six 

hours and then picking 

them up with the fish in the 

best condition and the run 

of Cod so far has been 

good large fish.  

The next spring tides came 

from the North wind  

making a very strong ebb 

tide and turning the water 

very muddy, leaving the 

conditions for catching 

Whiting’s, Cod and the 

Gurnard in the bay a  

non-starter. 

Trawlers fishing with  

single nets and long 

sweeps for herding the fish 

down to the trawl, found it 

hard going, with small 

catches as opposed to the 

good mixed fishing from 

previous trips. 

 

WIN YOUR CHRISTMAS 

HAMPER - PAGE 38 
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RYE HARBOUR YOUTH ACTION GROUP 

 At The Village Hall  

                     RYE HARBOUR’S YOUTH CLUB 

Volunteers Are Still Required . Please call Venessa on 01797 229859 

£1 per Child, 50p Siblings, Per Session 
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Rye Harbour  

Sailing Club News 

A 
 very busy 

month of  

sailing with 

everyone  

taking advantage of some  

beautiful days before the 

boats are lifted out of the 

water. The racing has 

been particularly good 

with an excellent  

number of boats taking 

full part in the last races 

of the season. We are 

delighted to hear that 

Denis Davies has won 

the Presidents Cup. Last 

year he did not sail at 

all as sadly his son became 

very ill. I mentioned Denis 

last month as he is a  

remarkable person being 

well on in his 80's and  

racing as keenly as ever 

and leaving us youngsters 

well behind, some of the 

time anyway. He is capable 

of nifty sharp maneuvers 

with inches to spare. He  

cut across our bows in a 

race recently with such a 

cheeky boyish grin on his 

face. He came with us on 

our visit to the Dover 

Coastguard and took a very 

knowledgeable interest in 

the brand new technology 

and yes of course he has 

internet and broadband! 

The visit to Dover was  

fascinating and seeing the 

Channel laid out before us 

with complete knowledge 

of each ship and where 

they are coming from and 

to bound. The coastguards 

were not very busy that 

Saturday so 2 of them had 

books on their laps and 

were studying. We were 

told they need to be and  

attending courses all the 

time in order to keep up to 

date. The Halpins' had a 

last sail across to Boulogne 

and attempted to join in  

the last race but were too 

tired and cold so retired 

having set out early and 

had a spankingly fast run 

back across the channel 

fully reefed. 

WE had the Club Dinner/

Dance at the Sailing Club 

the year with our local  

outside caterers coming in 

and serving us a delicious 

piping hot meal it really 

was a great success and 

many thanks to the stalwart 

club crew who did so much 

to make it a success. We 

were delighted to have  

Bill back from St.  

Thomas's Hospital after a 

very unexpected heart  

attack. He has 3 stents in 

place and a healthy diet to 

follow. He was amazed to 

discover that there is only 

one healthy cereal which 

is shredded wheat. That  

cornflakes oz for oz have 

a salt content equivalent 

to sea water. He does 

have porridge every 

morning which reduces 

choelestrol. Wyn is  

improving after her hip 

operation and had  

had a slight setback caused 

by a Tesco shopping  

trolley which was refusing 

to go in a straight line. We 

do look forward to some 

line dancing soon Wyn! 

Steve is gradually  

recovering from his  

operation and is  

determined to be positive 

and live a day at a time. He 

is to start his treatment 

very soon and will be  

trying out some new drug 

which enhances the  

effectiveness of already 

existing drugs. We do  

admire his and Jan's  

commitment to the Club 

and wish hem both all the 

very best and assure  

them of our support in this 

very difficult time. 

Jill Halpin 
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I 
n December, 

Services at Rye 

Harbour Church 

of The Holy 

Spirit will be :- 

  

 

 

Sunday 12th  9.15 am   Ho-

ly Communion 

 

Sunday 19th  4 pm       

Christingle with Carols 

 

Sunday 26th  10.30 am  

Family Christmas Service 

 

 

The Christingle Service 

started some years ago 

when the Children’s  

Society revived a  

Moravian custom of  

making a Christingle, 

which means ‘Christ 

Light’, out of an orange, a 

candle, red ribbon, cocktail 

sticks and sweets.  These 

symbolise the world, Christ 

the light of the world, his 

blood shed for us and the 

first fruits of the seasons.  

This simple token  

expresses both creation and 

redemption, with a world 

made by God, who saw 

that what he had created 

was good, and a world 

saved by his son Jesus 

through the cross. 

 

It’s a dark world both  

during the depths of winter 

and because of man’s  

inhumanity to man.  

Christmas comes to bring 

the light of Christ to dispel 

the gloom and to show us a 

better way to live.  The 

Children’s Society is at 

present running a project to 

help the 100.000  

youngsters who run away 

from home each year.  A 

quarter of these are under 

11 years of age.  The caus-

es?  Sometimes it’s the 

result of parents splitting 

up with a step-parent  

mistreating the child.  

Sometimes it results from 

sexual abuse in the home 

or parents rowing or  

parental drunkenness.  

What happens to such  

runaways?  They  

invariably get caught up in 

the drug trade, prostitution 

or crime.  The Children’s 

Society has launched a 

“Safe and Sound”  

campaign, working with 

local authorities to ensure 

that there is sufficient 

provision for  

runaways to have  

shelter and protection.  

In Bournemouth and 

Manchester, for  

example, there are 

drop-in centres where 

children can find a  

welcome and advice.  In 

other areas, the Society is 

working with the police to 

establish a missing  

person’s scheme. 

 

The Children’s Society has 

for 100 years provided care 

and security for thousands 

of youngsters, working in 

the name of Jesus Christ to 

help the most vulnerable in 

our communities.  Our 

Christingle Service on 19th 

December will remind us 

of this vital work and of 

the light of Christ  

illuminating our often dark 

world. 

 

A very joyful Christmas to 

all Rye Harbour residents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hugh Moseley  

(01797 222430) 

Rye Harbour Church News 
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Baby 

Friendly 

Area 

Toys 

AT RYE HARBOUR VILLAGE HALL 

10.00 am to 12.00          

Midday 

For further details contact: Claire on  01797 223894 
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Rye Harbour Parent and Toddler Group 

H 
i, 

It’s been great to see so many 

people at the group recently. 

Claire’s been working 

really hard to improve the  

structure of the group, which has 

been a great success. The baby 

corner provides a safe and comfy 

area for the youngest children, 

while the activities laid out on 

the tables are a hit with the 

older ones. As always 

the bikes, slide and  

music are ever popular. 

Over the last few weeks 

Greta Willet has been coming and doing 

numeracy and literacy skill activities with 

the little ones. They are not aware of it, 

but they’ve been practicing a number of 

skills using shapes, colour, gluing and 

counting, it has been fun too! 

The next thing of course, will be 

Christmas festivities; more details 

will be feature in the Village Voice 

as soon as details are confirmed, in 

the meantime please keep coming 

and supporting your local toddler 

group. We need your support and 

look forward to seeing 

you on Wednesday’s at 

10.00am in the Village 

Hall. 

 

Rosemarie 
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Family Announcements 

      Congratulations 

 

Many Happy Returns to Doris Cutting who was  

ninety-seven on November 16th. 

 

Congratulations to Deirdre and Jeffrey Caister on their 

Golden Wedding Day on Dec 18th. We all hope they have a 

lovely day together with their family. 

 

Everyone is delighted to see Viv Ennis out and about again 

after major surgery in London. She is still bright and cheer-

ful as always. 

The Ploughman’s Lunches 

Bottles 

Dot 

Bogdon 

Sarah 

Gossips 

Newspapers 

Fruit and Veg 

Frozen Foods 

Wine and Spirits 

Comic 

Magazines 

Tins 

Packets 

Boxes 

Jars 

Wrapping Paper 

Celebration Cards 

Soft Drinks 

Milk 

Freash Meat 

Sweets 

Money 

Cakes 

Cigarettes 

By Nanny Pat 

The next Ploughman’s Lunch will be Monday 13th December 

TO WIN A CHRISTMAS HAMPER 

These are all the words you need to find in the official competition sheet, you will 

find in Rye Harbour Stores attached to the Newsletter box, at the back of the 

shop, underneath the wrapping paper. Completed entries must be returned and put 

inside the box by no later than 6pm Thursday 9th December and the winner will 

be drawn on Saturday 11th.  

All winning entries will be put in a hat, first to be drawn will win the fully 

stocked hamper. Good Luck! 

WORDSEARCH COMPETITION 

Birthday Greetings to Pat for the 

16th December, hope you have a 

wonderful day. 
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              RASTRUM 

                 LTD             
Shipping & 

Warehousing 

 
Industrial Units 

1,000 Sq Ft To 50,000 Sq Ft 

& 

 Quality Offices   

To Let 
 

Rye Wharf, Harbour Road, Rye, 

East Sussex TN31 7TE 
 

Telephone: 

(01797) 224778 

Fax: (01797) 223650 


