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The Friends Of St Thomas

St Thomas Primary School, Winchelsea are holding their

as Fair on Saturday 2™ December at Winchelsea

each Village Hall from 1.00pm to 3.00pm.

There will be a Grand Raffle with a 1* Prize of £100.00
plus other prizes, lots of other activities, stalls,
refreshments and Father Christmas.
Please come for a fun afternoon and support our School
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FROM THE HARBOUR MASTERS CHAIR

have been on a short break
to Wales, Not often that T
take time off but I have
always fancied Wales,
especially the Forest of Dean,
(together with Iron Bridge, the
cradle of the Industrial
Revolution). I visited the “Big Pit,
a coal mine, and I also went down
an Iron Ore mine.
Speaking of Wales we had one
arrive on the beach at Camber. A
sad sight especially as it is
rumoured in the village that the
family could be seen off shore and
a gentle cry could be heard from
them as this huge family member
finally went ashore to its last
resting place.
A number of us went to the grand
building in London of “Drapers
Hall” one of the 108 or so livery
halls. The occasion? An awards
ceremony for the best fishing port
in the UK for which Rye had
been nominated. We came
second after Plymouth.
Our annual Oil spill exercise took
place at the Strand Quay when it
was assumed that an road oil
tanker had crashed on the
Tillingham Sluice spilling some

30.000 litres of pollutants into the
harbour. A boom was placed
across the river with pump
engaged to remove the material,
all went well.

The harbour launch “Rother III”’
has suffered a serious breakdown
to the main engine. For the
technically minded the “Turbo
Blower” blew causing damage to
the cylinders. A new engine is
now being sourced (the “In”
word) but it will be some time
before this valuable craft will be
back in service.

In the mean time the port
experienced two 85 metre vessels
on the same tide bringing in some
4,000 tons of aggregate. It has
been five years since we had two
vessels on the quay at the same
time. The wharf staff completed
the discharge in 7 hours, a
magnificent achievement. Both
vessels sailed on the evening tide

the same day.

The new “Simmons” quay is
being used by some 21 fishing
vessels, The site requires

" management and with this in

mind a small office has been set
up within shed 11 (or “Room
101 as I call it) on the quay. Iam
dividing my time between the
harbour office and this new
location. This shed contains oil
spill kits, First aid and a host of
other equipment as required by the
many legislative documents.
Whilst on the fishing topic most
boats have gone over to the
dredging of scallops (Nov. 1%). Tt
is predicted that this seasons haul
may be record breaking,
improving on the 4,500 tons
caught in previous years. The
bountiful fields have attracted the
attention of other fishing boats
from neighbouring ports and it is
expected that an additional 6 craft
will arrive at Rye for the winter
fishing period.

Do you remember the Russians
arrested at Rye for importing
illegal’s (nick named operation
“Clansman”) last summer. Well
the two gentlemen concemed
pleaded “Not Guilty” and so, as a

| consequence, I am to appear at
"1 Maidstone County Court for a
| number of days during the last
- week of November. It seemed a

“Shut and Closed” case to me but
the law sees it differently.
I'suppose this is the last new letter

2 before Christmas so in keeping

with the seasonal spirit All staff at
the harbour, Pilots, Boat crews,
wish you all the very best
compliments of the season
CARL BAGWELL
Captain
Harbour Master
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AFRICA UPDATE 2006

wala Community and I would like
to say thank you to all of you who
have cared enough to con-
tribute to the orphan chil-
dren and village. Especially the two
donors who contributed a
considerable sum, one of my friends in
the harbour and one unknown.

My second visit was as exciting,
difficult, despairing and wonderful as
before. I saw the change, because of the
water pump, in the farm. It has become o
a little ST
enterprisc, growing enough food for the
children and community and from January a
school will buy their produce for payment. The
farm committee has rented out the pump for
money or a piece of extra farm land. The
money eventually will buy a hand plough.
Women are working a rota on the farm for
which they get food for the family. There is
hope now that with the next draught hunger is
of the past.

Again I have to praise the warmth of the people
and delight of the children despite their difficult
life. They are committed to working together
with me and the charity which is trying to raise
money for clean water.

There is now a farm/water and school
committee, all doing their bit to make the
projects work.

The teacher is still giving her time free, walking
55 minutes each way to give the children an
education. They have no resources yet latter are
keen to learn and greeted me with an English
song and poem.

So far donations have been able to provide:
The water pump (biggest itlem)

Tables and benches for the children, locally
built

300 pounds worth of reading books organised

through Mc Millan in Nairobi
Blankets for all the children and the elderly

widows (nights are cold)

Sewing machines for the women to make
clothes for the children and to sell

Replaced the donkey and Ox which died in the
draught early this year

Presently I am sending more donated money to
buy Mosquito Nets as Maleria is still the
biggest killer and the government is doing
nothing. A good net costs 2.80 pounds, the
government could easily give them out but
don’t. We are starting with the pregnant
mothers, elderly and babies.

The next big project and I feel very important
plan now is to raise money for a new school
house come community centre which will be
managed by them.

1t will house three school rooms, a vocational
teaching space as no-one can afford the cost of
Secondary School and there are many dis
affected youth and T hope a medical room. At
25-30.000 pounds it will be pretty cost but
more important, human effective.

PLEASE HELP TO MAKE THE
DIFFERENCE HAPPEN
Heidi Foster 01797 229103
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Hire The Village Hall

If you would like to book the Village Hall for a
party or some other gathering then visit the web
site at www.rycharbourvillagehall.co.uk.

You will be able to view hall availability and
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POST
D orfce ™

RYE POST OFFICE
Cinque Port Street, Rye, East Sussex
Tel: 01797 229711

Rye Post Office here for all your Post Office needs:-
Passport Checking Service
Car Tax

Data-post Guaranteed Service
Mobile Phone Top-ups

Full on Demand Excellent and Full
Bureau-De-Change Range of Stationery
Euro’s & Dollars + Lots More Plus Greeting Cards
0% Commission on At Super Prices
Travel Money Fax Service &
Great Value on Photo Coping
Travel Insurance On Site Passport Kiosk

FULL ON SITE
ONE HOUR FILM DEVELOPING
Including Digital Film Developing

From Memory Cards
Or Images On CD
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01797

223606

All makes of cars and
ﬁ *Clutches* *Brakes*
*Cambelts* *Exhausts.,,
HARBOUR ‘Head Gaskets* “Tyres*
ROAD All MOT repairs
RYE _ camed oul:-
EAST SUSSEX including Welding.
TN31 7TE Opening Times
. Monday—Friday
Phone: 01797 223606
Fax: 01797 229888 Saturd '
Email: 8am-3pm

themotcentre@tiscali.co.uk
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH

By E-Mall Full details on can be viewed on: www.ryeharbournewsletter.org

RYE POLICE STATION

WARNING

The Bus/ Train Break glass
Hammers as pictured below are
being stolen from school buses and
trains in the Rye Area, If you find
one of these or have

information regarding the theft of
one or know someone who is in
possession of one of these
hammers, Please report it to PCSO L »
Dan Bevan at Rye Police Station
on 0845 6060999 Ext 66280.

Burglary
At 11.20pm on Saturday 4th November 2006 a group of 3 youths aged about 16 years old broke
into a store room at the Rye Harbour Social Club, causing damage to the store room door, and
stole alcohol and soft drinks to the value of £30. The youths were spotted by an eagle eyed
member of the public who bravely gave chase to the youths and by pursuing them caused the
youths to discard the stolen items before he lost sight of them close to the lifeboat station. The
member of the public then promptly returned all the property back to the social club.
Anyone with further information regarding this incident is asked to contact police on 0845 60 70
999 quoting serial 1884 of 4th November 2006.

Damage
Rye Harbour Road Paint stripper poured over bonnet and roof of a blue Peugeot 106. Between
8.00pm on 04/11/06 and 11.30am on 05/11/06 685 of 05/11/06

Message -Mobile -phone and purse thefts
There were a number of reports of mobile ?phone and purse thefts in Hastings last weekend. As
pubs, restaurants, shops and streets become busier in the run up to Christmas please remain alert
to potential thieves looking for easy pickings.
There are several steps you can take to make your mobile ?phone more secure, including keeping
your ?phone out of sight when not in use and using the ?phone?s security features. For more
information about mobile ?phone security o to https:/www.immobilise.com/
phonecrimeprevention.ikml
Remember: keep hold of your handbag, never let it out of your sight and most importantly zip or
clasp it shut so that a thief cannot reach in and steal your purse. Also try not to put down your
bags or leave them unattended while shopping or trying on clothes, it only takes a split second for
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Cont...
the thief to strike.

Rother District Council - The Official Opening of the Rye Community Help Point
Councillor Mrs Wendy Miers, Chairman of Rother District Council, was supported by
Councillor Bob Tidy, Cabinet Member from East Sussex County Council and lead member for
Community Services and E-Government, when she officially opened Rother?s third Community
Help Point at 25 Cinque Ports Street, Rye on Wednesday 25th October 2006.

All of Rother?s Community Help Points, in Battle, Bexhill and now Rye, provide services not
only for the District Council, but also for the County Council, the Fire Service, Police and the
Primary Care Trust.

The Rye Help Point is open from 9 a.m. to 4.30 Monday to Friday and has already been well
received by those using its facilities. The helpful staff will be able to offer help and advice on
Council services and will also assist with any query relating to any of its partner organisations.
To read more go to http://www.rother.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=2584

Fire Training by the Fire Services
This excellent three hour session run by the Fire Services is aimed at any organisation used by the
public including churches, community halls and other small voluntary organisations.
Basically if you have any fire extinguishers or fire blankets on your premises, it is vital that at
least one person from your organisation knows how to use them properly and safely.
The training only costs £25 per person and we have 18 places to fill on a first come first serve
basis. This session will be held at Bohemia Rd Fire Station from 10am-1pm on Wed 24th
January and includes a practical hands-on training conducted outside for about one hour, so
everyone is reminded to bring suitable warm outdoor clothing.
Please contact Tricia Owen at Chapel Park Online, St Leonards Baptist Church, Chapel Park
Road, St Leonards on Sea TN37 6HR Tel: 01424 714095
E-mail: tricia.owen(@chapelpark-1stbyte.co.uk to book your place.

Harbour Watch
Do you want to be kept up to date with Neighbourhood Watch information about crime prevention advice
and issues relating to your area.
Then why not subscribe to this free service to receive this information by e-mail, either at work or at
home.
It's as easy as sending an e-mail to HarbourWatch-owner@yahoogroups.co.uk to join. Pease make sure
that the subject reads 'SUBSCRIBE'.
If you would like to received the NHW information at a different e-mail address, then include this in the
message body.

SUSSEX POLICE
In an emergency dial 999
For all other calls use 0845 60 70 999. If responding to a NHW by e-mail message please quote the
Serial No. and date or the Crime Reference No.
Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 Information about any type of crime can be given anonymously on this
number. Trading Standards: 01323 418200
Hastings Borough Council ASBO (Anti Social Behaviour Order)
Helpline: 0800 783 6084
Rother Antisocial Behaviour Co-ordinator: 01424 456160
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Changes to the Bus Timetable

Service 325 Rye - Rye Harbour No Change

Services to Hastings

Stagecoach 711 to Hastings departs 57 minutes past the hour.
Coastal 344 at 09.00 and then 30 minutes past the hour.

For the Conquest, Stagecoach 26a departs stop K (Priory Meadow)
07.32 and 52 minutes past the hour.

Leaflet available at the Information Centre, Tiown Hall and the

Conquest.

Returning to Rye

Two conveniant Coastal buses return via Westfield, service 342
departs Conquest 15.36 and 17.16 which connects for Rye Harbour,
otherwise return via town centre for 711 or 344.

Michael Alford

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE

cklesham Parish Council held their
monthly meeting at Winchelsea Beach
Community Hall on Monday 13th
November. The two Rye Harbour
members attended.
This was the last meeting of Tony Cox as Clerk
and a new clerk Derck Rosewell forced the
meeting. The appointment was approved at the
meeting except by Mr Commotto a name that
you may have seen in the local newspaper.
A parish notice board will soon be installed on
the wall of the Village Hall and we hope to see
a basketball stand on the Pound field.
Following the parish poll and questionnaire

back in the summer on the future of the parish
Rother Licensing and General Purposes
Committee reviewed the matter on the 16th
October and decided to put the matter on hold,
a government white paper on the future of town
and parish councils is due to be published
sometime next year. So for present, things
remain as they are.

Doubtless we shall read of the so called
"Winchelsea Action Group' with Mr Commotto
pontificating against Icklesham Parish and
Rother, all very sad as until now, everyone
worked together for the whole Parish, and the
wards.




