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The New Beach Club
2026 Gigs and events

Sunday May 3" 3pm  Kytes

Sunday May 10t 3pm  Sarah G and the Other 3
Sunday May 17t 3pm  Bear &I

Sunday May 24" 3pm  Rye Bay Crew

Sunday May 31° 3pm  Stuart Bligh




Welcome to our May issue. Firstly, many thanks to Tony Howard for our May front cover photo.
We had lots of wonderful contributions this month and it was hard to make a choice, but Tony’s
captured the essence of the new month.

As usual there’s lots going on in Pett and Pett Level. Don’t forget this month welcomes the return
of Pettfest from 22-25 May. There should be something for everyone, with live music, great food
and a choice of beers and ciders to sample.

Inside this issue you should have received the schedule for the annual Pett Flower Show and Fayre
on 25th July. The theme is ‘100 Years of Television’ which should provide some interesting
entries.

We didn’t realise we had a football legend in our midst! See page 23 for a report of East Sussex
Over 60s football team winning the National Cup against Worcestershire in Alton, Hampshire on
Sunday, 19t April. It would be great to hear of other sporting successes so please do remember
to let us know.

Donna and Lowlsa

Pet¢t¢ Village Hall
AGM 2026

The Annual General Meeting of Pett Village Hall
will take place in the Catharine Hollman Room at
6pm on Tuesday 26th May 2026, all are
welcome.

Pett Parish Council Update pavid renfold, Chair, Pett Parish Council

The council met briefly in April, principally to consider some planning applications, but also to
look at its donations policy and decide what grants it will make in the current financial year,
which started in April. As | briefly referred to last month, the council also met informally to
discuss the development of a business plan; in other words, to take a fresh look at what its
strategic aims should be and to try and plan its activities for the next few years, particularly
regarding its assets; mainly the recreation ground, the tennis court and the children’s
playground. It was agreed that, before a plan can be developed, parishioners should be
consulted about how they, or should | say you, would like the village to develop. In view of this,
the council is planning to hold a survey to find this out. | will write more when this is going to
happen. The council is also working on a resilience plan, but this needs to consider the relevant
plans of both the district and county, so that it can be tailored to fit in with these.

As far as consulting the parish is concerned, the annual parish meeting will take place on
Tuesday 16 June at the village hall. This provides me with an opportunity to review the year,
but, more importantly, it gives you a chance to raise any issues to do with the parish. We have
not so far arranged a speaker, as we have done in the past, but, if you have matters that you
would like discussed, please put the date in your diary. More information in due course.

As | am sure you are aware, there will be elections to the county council on 7 May. The parish
council is not involved and is not concerned with party politics and, indeed, bodies are
prevented from making announcements about any new or controversial government initiatives
that could be seen to be advantageous to any candidates or parties in the forthcoming election.
However, | understand that, after many years of service, Councillor Keith Glazier has decided
not to stand for East Sussex County Council. Party politics apart, | would like to record the
thanks of the community for all the work Keith has done at all levels, but particularly for Pett,
over these many years.

As you probably know, the parish has three noticeboards, by the village hall, at the entrance to
the recreation ground and just inside the entrance to Nicholas’s church at Pett Level. We try to
post agendas, minutes and other relevant papers on all three, as well as posting them on
Pettnet. The board at St Nicholas’s has been causing problems for some time; the locks have
seized, and the perspex has become more and more difficult to see through. Together with the
churchwarden, we have decided to remove the perspex (and therefore the locks). This has been
done by Al Evans, to whom many thanks, so that notices are now easy to read.

The district working group on local government reorganization has met a couple of times and,
to help develop suggestions as to how parish and town councils will relate to the unitary
authority - the level of government above them - has been addressed by representatives of
other councils that have already gone through this change. Unfortunately, the government has
postponed making a decision on how Sussex is to be divided between unitary authorities, so all
work must be in anticipation of this decision. However, a draft proposal as to how
communication might work, by the establishment of what have been called Neighborhood Area
Committees (NACs, although other names have been suggested), has been developed and, once
the unitary body is in existence, this plan will be put before them. It is proposed that the NACs
should not only include representatives from town and parish councils, but also from bodies
such as the police, fire authorities and the NHS, although the voting powers of these bodies has
not been established. Indeed, the NACs may have no power (much as parish councils have very
little power) and only be advisory.

| have been asked about John and Beryl Rootes, who lived in the village in the 1980s and 1990s.
If you knew them, please let me know and | can provide more information.

Finally, | must report the death of Peter Woodroffe at the age of 97. Although in recent years
he has been in a home elsewhere, Peter was for many years a resident of Pett Level. The
Woodroffes, Peter and his father and grandfather, were responsible for significant parts of the
development of Pett Level and its sea defences. Our sympathy goes to Peter’s family.
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EVENTS VEL

Tel: 01424 402040
Mob: 07850 237664

Local, Long Distance & Airports

1 to 8 Passengers n
www.events-travel.co.uk

FLEAS, WASPS, BEES,
RATS, MICE,
MOLES, PIGEONS

ROTHER PEST CONTROL

R.S.H. CERTIFICATED
&
General Property Maintenance
Fencing — Brickwork
Roofing

Mr. A.D. Benn

Tel: 01797 226778
Mobile: 07739 174552

Funnell
S

Perring
SOLICITORS

192-193 Queens Road Hastings
East Sussex TN34 1RG

EXPERIENCED ADVICEIN A
FRIENDLY CARING ATMOSPHERE
We specialise in:

Wills and Trusts

Conveyancing
Probate

Court Work

Please contact us on
01424 426287/437081
for more information

email: law@funnellperring.co.uk

Cltelly addicts

Your Local Satellite Installer and TV
Aerial Engineer

Telly Addicts install & setup satellite
equipment in your home, from Sky TV to
Freeview. Single and multi-room satellite

installations.

We are based in Hastings and cover East
Sussex from Eastbourne to Ashford.

Contact: Bruce Rigglesford

07973 263652

info@tellyaddicts.co.uk

www.tellyaddicts.co.uk
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Services and Events
The Parish of St Mary & St Peter, Pett and St Nicholas, Pett Level

winchelsea-icklesham-churches.org.uk

Sunday 34 May Sunday 10t May
St Nicholas, Pett Level St Mary & St Peter, Pett
8:30am 09:15
Rogation Sunday Prayers
H°|y Communion See poster for details of Rogation
Book of Common Prayer Sunday Benefice Walk
Thursday 14t May Sunday 17t May
St Mary & St Peter, Pett St Mary & St Peter, Pett
18:30 09:15
APCM Parish Eucharist

Annual Parochial Church meeting Service of Holy Communion

The Rector: The Rev’d Nathanael Hayler
Email: rector.wip@gmail.com | Tel: 01797 308531
Churchwarden: John Case
Email: churchwardenforpett@grr;ail.com | Mob: 07536 998530




ROYAL OAK

FREE HOUSE PETT
22-25 MAY

[  REALALES

REAL CIDERS
W CHARITY BBQ
¥ HOG ROAST
WOOD FIRED PIZZA

May Live Music Sundays @ 4:30pm
3" King Size Slim
10": Midnight Riders
17": The Blues Cats
31st: Something Else

i

CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT

- Wednesday 13™ and 27

Mondays 4 - 8*pm  In aid of Hastings and Rother Samaritans
8pm start ~ Teams up to 6 ~
£2.50 per person

REAL ALES ~ FINE WINES ~ LOCALLY SOURCED FOOD
LIVE MUSIC ~ LOG FIRES ~ BEER GARDEN ~ DOGS WELCOME

O
)

*Subject to stock availability

\‘.‘}' THE GOOD ¥,
e Tripadvisor ¥ Y
P I | )
[elolalelol 5 ) 1, ¥2025% ¢
fecedls <> ”,“.I 5’RE w

www.royaloakpett.com ~ 01424 812515 ~ @royaloakpett
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Rogation Sunday: A Forgotten Tradition

From the Early Middle Ages, churches have celebrated the lesser-known and
increasingly forgotten festival of Rogationtide. Early celebrations included
the tradition of “beating the bounds” of the parish - praying for God’s
blessing upon agricultural land and thus the well-being of a community.

The word rogation comes from the Latin verb rogare, meaning ‘to ask’,
reflecting the act of beseeching God in prayer for protection from calamities.
As the Book of Common Prayer puts it, ‘Rogation Days precede Ascension
Day (Thursday 14™ May) and they are especially devoted to asked for God’s
blessing on agriculture and industry.’

This year, Rogation Sunday falls on 10" May and provides an opportunity
for our rural Benefice to seek God’s blessing - for our communities,
residents and visitors, for businesses and charities, and for every endeavour
that serves the common good.

To mark this special Sunday and embrace this endangered Christian
tradition we will be embarking on a Rogation Sunday walk between our
three parishes. Please see the adjoining poster for more details on this,
noting that the usual service times will change on this day.

On our walk we will pray for God’s blessing on the communities of Pett, Pett
Level, Icklesham, Winchelsea Beach, and Winchelsea. As the Rector, I'm
looking forward to this day of prayer and celebration, please join me for
some or all of our Rogation Sunday Benefice Walk.

O God, you have prepared for
those who love you such good

ROGATION-

things as surpass our

understanding: pour into our

hearts such love towards you,
that we, loving you in all things
and above all things, may obtain
your promises, which exceed all
that we can desire; through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.




It's time to

‘g 5 about care

With award-winning not-for-profit care homes,
longer trial stays and Home for Life funding assurance.

Finally, care that feels good to Mum.
And to you.

Whitegates
Westfield
01424 232 396

oreensleeves
Ceare

Coffee Morning and Community Library

Please come and join us at Pett Village Hall
on the first Wednesday of every month.

There is always a delicious selection of homemade cakes!

Our Library is free to join, we have over 200 books which are
refreshed regularly.

Robert from East Sussex Hearing will be there for your NHS hearing
aid needs and batteries.

The Jigsaw library has a large selection of puzzles to suit all
tastes.

There is always a member of the Parish Council on hand should
you wish to speak with them. 500 Club Winners will be drawn
during the morning.

All proceeds are donated to charity so please come and join us;
we would love to see you!
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Charles Co.

ESTATE NS TS

FREE VALUATIONS by Charles

SELLING IN PETT & PETT LEVEL
FOR 24 YEARS

PROFESSIONAL, PROACTIVE &
TRUSTWORTHY

Charles & Co.
YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE SPECIALIST

Tel: 01424 259675

Email: charles(@charlesco.uk - Web: www.charlesco.uk

Board Game Evening

1** Thursday of every month at

Pett Village Hall 7pm to 9pm
£2 per person

Come and enjoy a fun evening playing games with others and
hopefully learning to play a few new ones!

We have a selection of games on offer, or you can bring your
own to share.

Come with family/friends or on your own
Everyone is welcome.

Enjoy a digital detox, stimulate your brain, share a laugh
with others and reduce your stress levels.

Tea and coffee provided, or you can bring your own
refreshments

S e

ot |- 1
SCRABBLE'.
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Pett Level Preservation Trust

Garden Party

NEW CLIENTS
ENJOY A 20%
INTRODUCTORY
DISCOUNT

- AND RECEIVE THE SAME
WHEN YOU REFER YOUR
FIRST FRIEND

HAIRSTYLIST & COLOURIST

HASTINGS, ST LEONARDS, RYE & BEYOND

LUXURY
HAIRDRESSING,
AT YOUR
DOORSTEP

With 30+ years of experience, Adem brings high-end salon expertise
straight to your home — or his private studio in Fairlight, if you prefer.

From his roots in the family salon to Art Director at the UK's first day-spa salon,
Cobella Akqa, he’s built a loyal following with his personalised cuts,
colour, and styling.

His work has spanned hair shows, TV, and editorial shoots—but his passion
lies in creating confidence-boosting hair for real people.

Now based between London and East Sussex, Adem is welcoming
new clients in Hastings, St Leonards, Rye and surrounding areas.

Ready for salon-quality hair at home?
Book your appointment today
and let Adem bring the style to you

07970 978 890 | ADEM.ALPAY@ME.COM
ADEMALPAY.COM’

Because every client is unique, pricing is tailored to suit your individual needs.
Bespoke quotes can be discussed during your initial consultation.
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*Please note: the price list shown online reflects London rates

Mid-Summer with PLPT
Saturday 27 June
2:30pm to 5:30pm

Marsham Farm, TN35 4ED

Food/Drinks/Raffle
Music provided by great local band - Los Twangueros
Tickets £20 to include lunch are available from

https://buytickets.at/pettlevelpreservationtrust

Under 12’s Free

Registered Charity No : 1164637
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RICHARD JAMES LANDSCAPING

Traditional landscaping, expertly delivered

"| create traditional, high-quality landscapes, personally designed and expertly
crafted with care, precision, and enduring attention to detail. A truly hands-on
service from sfart to finish"

Individual Features - Complete Gardens - Garden Restoration

To arrange an initial consultation please contact me on:
Mobile: 07765 417033 Email: hello@richardjamesland.co.uk

www.richardjamesland.co.uk

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN
TRAVIS ELECTRICAL

» Extra Sockets
» Complete Rewires
» New Consumer Units ?
» Fuseboards
» Fault Finding
. [ ]
Free Quotations ¢ Fully Insured L I=Ell=/\
Call Luke: 07821 325797 INSTALLER (==
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The Benefice of Winchelsea, Icklesham and Pett

Rogation Sunday
Sunday 10™ May 2026

Pett Icklesham Winchelsea

9:15 - Morning Prayer
at St Mary & St Peter, Pett
Walk from Pett to Icklesham

12noon - Midday Prayers

at All Saints & St Nicolas, Icklesham

Lunch break at Icklesham Church*
Walk from Icklesham to Winchelsea

16:00 - Choral Evensong
at St Thomas, Winchelsea

*Please bring a packed lunch. Drinks will be provided in church.

Join us to embrace this ancient tradition of offering prayers
of blessings upon our communities this Rogationtide!

Read more in the adjoining article...
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Swedish Massage
‘ Hot Stones T1 ﬁe‘:’gpy

Reflexology
Daon Jurrer I fian Head Massage

Traditional Usui Reiki

Home Visits and Gift Vouchers Available

1 Watermill Lane
Pett, East Sussex
TN35 4HZ
01424 812740 / 07901 591696
dawnannturner@icloud.com
massagehastings.com

Registered member of the Federation of Holistic Therapists

BRAMLEY & TEAL
HOLIDAY COTTAGES

Join our fantastic collection
of properties in Kent & Sussex

Do you currently own a property in Kent or Sussex, with a view to venturing into the holiday letting business?
We've got a dedicated team ready to help you, and help make a success of your property!

www.bramleyandteal.co.uk

Partof the £ TRAVEL CHAPTER
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Nature Notes by Alan Kenworthy

While sorting out and recording some old photographs from Australia recently, | came across a
photo of a Spear Thistle. Now, the Spear Thistle (Cirsium vulgare) is a familiar plant in the UK,
we’ve even found them in our garden, but the same species also thrives very well round the
other side of the world in Australia. The recording system lists it with a big red letter ‘I’
meaning ‘introduced!’ with the legend ‘arrived in the region via anthropogenic means’, which
seems to suggest that it may not be welcome there. Indeed, the powers that be in Australia
have declared it a ‘noxious weed’. It has also met with similar opprobrium where it has been
introduced in the Americas. So, do we uphold our regard for this native plant of ours, that is
after all the national emblem of Scotland? Of course we don’t - it was designated an ‘injurious
weed’ in the UK Weeds Act of 1959.

There are lots of reasons to dislike the
humble Spear Thistle, not least of which
is its sheer prickliness, not to mention its
ability to seed itself in our precious
flower borders. However, one fact that |
found out while reading about the Spear
Thistle is that it has a particularly high
rate of nectar production. It was listed
sixth in a survey of nectar-producing UK
plants performed by the Agriland project,
supported by the UK Insect Pollinators
Initiative, and third in a similar survey of
meadow seed mixes. The close cousin,
the Marsh Thistle came top in the
Agriland survey, so maybe that is the
species to grow if you want to attract
pollinators, though it is nowhere near as
pretty or as architectural as the Spear
thistle.

It’s probably the way my mind works but
| do sometimes get bogged down in the
details, and | got to thinking - how do you
go about measuring nectar production? |
mean Wikipedia even came up with the
figure of 2300 micrograms (+ 400
micrograms). Sadly, that figure is meaningless because they didn’t state the time period, i.e.
per hour, per day, or even per flower.

Measuring nectar production is to make like a bumblebee - not with your tongue but with a fine
capillary tube inserted into the flower which then draws up the nectar. Then you can weigh the
tube and subtract the weight of the empty tube to determine the weight of the nectar. But you
haven’t finished yet, because as every bumblebee knows, the flower will slowly fill up its nectar
tube again, so it is worth going back to the same flower after a while, to repeat the extraction
process. And even then, the quality of the nectar has to be considered as in the concentration
of sugar in the sample. Bumblebees don’t worry about measurement, of course, they just know
what tastes best and which flowers produce the most nectar.

Should you be wondering about the thistle in the photo above, it is an Australian specimen, and
it’s not even upside down.
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Regularly Changing Guest

Ales
NEW Weekly and Monthly Social
BEACH Events

CLUB _ ,
Regular Live Music
/“\V Free Venue Hire to Members

Free Wi-Fi

Bar & Kitchen on the Beach
Home of the New Beach Sea Angling Club

Annual Membership

Pett Level, Hastings, TN35 4EH » .
Individual: £35, Joint: £55

info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk
01424 812080

There is a £10 joining fee for new
www. thenewbeachclub.co.uk members per application
Facebook.com/ newbeachclub

Yoga for All with Robin

in Fairlight End Garden, Pett Village Hall, and Fairlight End
Studio, Pett

Enhance your fitness AND your sense of calm and wé‘rbeing in
beautiful surroundings

Classes will be held in Fairlight End Garden when weather allows, and
in Pett Village Hall and Fairlight End Studio when it doesn‘t!

m—

Classes.are Mondays 6-7.30 pm and Thursdays 9.30-11 am. ’

For more details or to book a place simply -
contact robin@robinhuttyoga.co.uk or text 074469 \ details
on- https://www.robinhuttyoga.co.uks<" .
-/ Private and home training also undertaken '

*International Yoga Alliance Diploma and Premier Training International Diploma. 10 years' teaching experience.
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